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Part First

Chapter 1

Dear Reader:

Part first of this pamphlet isa briefaddress to those who have not read the Book of Morm on, and who are
not conversant with the denominationsthat believe in that book.

Partsecond isan addressto all believersin the Bookof Mormon. Therearethreedistinct denominations
that believe the Book of Mormon to be the Word of God:

First: The Church of Christ.
Second: The Reorganized C hurch of Jesus C hrist of Latter Day Sainfts.
Third: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

The last named isthe church in Salt Lake City; they believe in the doctrine of polygamy, while the two
first named churches do not believe in that doctrine. | am an elder in “the Church of Christ.” We believe
in the doctrine of Christ as it istaught in the New Testament and the Book of Morm on, the same gospel
beingtaughtin both these books. T he Bible being the sacred record of the Jew swho inhabited the eastern
continent; the Book of Morm on being the sacred record of the Nephites (descendants of Joseph, the son
of Jacob), who inhabited the western continent, or this land of America. The Indians are theremnant of
that people, who drifted into unbelief and darkness about 350 y ears after Christ appeared to them and
established his church am ong them, after finishing his mission at Jerusalem. We believe in faith in Christ,
repentance and baptism forthe remission of sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. We believe in the laying
on of hands as it was practiced in the days of the Apostles. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and

eternal judgment. W e also believe in the Words of C hrist when he said, “These signs shall follow them



that believe.” Our belief concerning the order of offices in the church, etc., will be found in Part Second
of this pam phlet. The Church of C hrist holds to the original doctrine and order that w as first established
upon theteachings of Christin the written word, in 1829, when the Lord set hishand on the second time
to estab lish the true gospel upon the earth and recover his people, which isin fulfiliIment of the prop hecies
in the Bible. We denounce the doctrine of polygamy and spiritual wifeism. It is a great evil, shocking to
the moral sense, and the more so because practiced in thename ofReligion. It is of man and not of God,
and is especially forbidden in the Book of Morm on itselfin these words, “Behold, David and Solomon truly
had many wives and concub ines, w hich thingwas abominable before me, saith the Lord.” “For there shall
not any man among you have saveit be onewife: andconcubines heshallhave none: For I the Lord God,
delighteth in the chastity of woman.” (Bookof Mormon, page 116, chap. 2. par. 6). We do not indorse the
teachings of any so-called Mormons or Latter Day Saints, which are in conflict with the gospel of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as taught in the New Testament and the Book of Mormon. They have
departed in a great measure from the faith of the Church of Christas it was first established , by heeding
revelations given through Joseph Smith, who, after being called of God to translate hissacred word-the
Bookof Mormon --drifted into many errors and gave many revelations to introduce doctrines, ordinances
and officesin the church, which are in conflict with C hrist's teachings. They also changed the name of
the church. Their departure from the faith is also according to prophecy. “Now the spirit speaketh
expressly that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils.” (1 Tim. 1 v:1). On account of God giving to Joseph Smith the gift to translate the
plates on which was engraven the Nephite scriptures, the people of the church put too much trust in
him--in the man--and believed hiswords as if they were from God's own mouth. T hey have trusted in an
arm of flesh. (Jeremiah xvii:5) “Thus saith the Lord: C ursed be the man that trusted in man, and maketh
flesh hisarm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord.” They looked to Joseph Smith as lawgiver; we
look to Christalone, and believe only in the religion of Jesus Christ and not in the religion of any man.

The doctrine of polygamy was not introduced until about fourteen years after the church was
established; but other doctrines of error were introdu ced earlier than this. | left the body in June, 1838,
being five years before polygamy w as introduced.

Joseph Smith driftinginto errors after translating the Book of Morm on, is astumbling-block to many,
but only those of very weak faith would stumble on this account. Greater abominations are recorded of
David in the Bible, thanis recorded today of Joseph Smith; but do y ou reject the Psalms on this account?
Do you reject the Proverbs because Solomon was a polygamist? Stop and think, you who are hasty to
condemn. If you desire to know w hether ornot the Book of Mormon is true, read the book and investigate
it, for Christ has promised that he who seeks in the right way shall find the truth ofall things. We are
commanded to “Prove all things; hold fast that w hich is good.” (1 Thes. v:21).

The Reorganized Church of Jesus C hrist of Latter Day Saints, believe that Joseph Smith was a true
prophet up to his death, and accept his revelations in the Book of Doctrine and Cov enants. The revelation
to practice polygamy is not printed in their Doctrine and Cov enants. They do not believe inthe doctrine
of polygamy.

The Church of Jesus C hrist of Latter Day Saints (the church at Salt Lake City) believe that Joseph
Smith was a true prophet up to the time of his death, and accept his revelations which they have
published in their Book of Doctrine and Covenants. In this book is the revelation on poly gamy.

It isalso astumbling-block to those who desire to investigate as to the truth of the Bookof Mormon,
to see the believersin that book divided; but the divisions havebeen brought about by the revelationsof
Joseph Smith. We, the Church of Christ,who accept only the Bible and the Book of Morm on as the rule
and guide to our faith, agree on the doctrine and gospel of Christ. The Book of Mormon comes forth
claiming to be the scriptures of the tribe ofJoseph, written by holy men of God, which record has been
kept pure. It claims that when the Bible was written by the tribe of Judah (the Jews), it was plain to the

understanding of men; and that many plain and precious things have been taken from it by a great and



abominable church; and that on thisaccount the Gentilesstumble over the true doctrine of Christ. The
Bookof Mormon comes forth claiming to make plain the doctrine of Christas taughtinthe New Testament,
and it doesmake it so plain thata child can understand it. To all who are without prejudice, the Bookof
Mormon is the key to the understanding of the Bible. As | have stated, all who tak e it and the Bible alone
as the guide to their faith, agree on the doctrine of Christ.

I know that reproach has been brought uponthe Book of Morm on. Because som e of those who believe
it have drifted into wickedness, the world has rejected the book and turned it asideas athing of naught;
but if such persons will stop and think, they will see thatthey refuseto read thisbook, which claims to
be a message from God, simply because some have transgressed who believein the book! Such persons
are not very earnestly seeking for truth. Those who have read the history of theapostolic church know,
that before John wrote the Revelation, many of those who believed in Christ went into all manner of
wick edness and heresies, practicing those things in the name of C hrist, and thereby brought reproach
upon the name “Christian.” Apostolic church history tells us that the N icolaitanes (Rev. ii:15), who
departed from the faith by follow ing N icolas, one of the first seven deacons (Acts vi:5), were also called
“Christians;” also that many factions w hich sprang out of the Christian church, also called themselves
“Christians.” The Nicolaitanes claimed that Nicolas had received a revelation from God to practice the
doctrine of “freelove,” which isworse than poly gamy . (Irenaeus, Epiphanius, H ippoly tus.) Reproach was
thusbrought upon the name “Christian,” just asit has been brought upon the words of C hrist-the Book
of Mormon . History tells usit was a disgrace in the eyes of the world to be called a “C hristian,” even
duringthe days of the apostles. In Acts xxviii:22 we find that the true churchwas evil spoken of. “For as
concerning this sect, we know that everywhere it is spoken against.” Paul speaks of the reproach his
disciples will have to bear for his name, telling them many times that his disciples would always be
persecuted. Peter prophesied (2 Peter ii:1-2), that damnable heresies would be brought into the church;
“and many shall follow their perniciousways, by reason of whom T he Way of Truth shall be evil spoken
of.” So hasit been in these last days. On account of the heresy of polygamy and other heresies, “the way
of truth” isevil spoken of; and thosewho believe in all the scripturesof our Lord Jesus Christ, are called
by the world “Mormons,” and are looked upon with more or less shame by the majority of people; but
we are willing to bear the reproach for Him w ho died for us, for we know that the Bookof Mormon is His
word, and by His word we can inherit eternal life ifwas are faithful in keeping Hiscomm andments. God's
wisdom is not man's wisdom, and His ways arenot man's ways. He works in a way least expected by
man. He does his work in a way that all men may stumble and not understand, unless their whole heart
and desire is upon God, and not upon the things of this world. “Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is notin him.” (1Johnii:15.) “Ye
cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matt. vi:24.) He who makes up his mind to serve God with an eye
single to his glory, the light thatisin him will not bedarknessto the truth asitisin Christ; such a person
will overcome the stumbling-blocks. H e ordained that Christ should come as a stumbling-block to the
Jews, so that all who did not havean eye single to hisglory might stumble and not understand. “And H e
(Christ) shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of ssumblingand for arock of offense to both the houses
of Israel, fora sin and fora snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many among them shall stum ble,
andfall,and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.” (Isaiah viii:14-15.) (See also 1 Peterii:7-8, 1 Cor. i:23,
Rom ix:32-33.) The Jews did not expect the Christ to come in the way he did, because the prophecies
about his coming were obscure; so they rejected him.

The Gentiles cannot expect the words of C hrist-the Book of Mormon--to come in the way it has,
because the propheciesabout itscoming forth are obscure; so they have rejected it; but the stone w hich
the builders have rejected, the same will becom e the head of the corner. T he Book of Morm on is theword
of God. The propheciesin the scripturesconcerning the way in which Christ would come to the Jews,
are obscure, butthey are justas God wanted them. Likewise arethe propheciesin the Bible concerning

the coming forth of the word of C hrist in these last days, which is “the dispensation of the fullness of



times.” The prop hecies which foretell the coming forth of the Book of Mormon are fully as plain to the
Gentiles, as the prophecies were to the Jews concerning C hrist's coming. The people cannot understand
why the Lord would bring forth his word from “a book (plates) that is sealed” and was buried in the
ground by his ancient prophets on this land: and why He should have the words of the book delivered
“to one that is learned,” telling him to read it, etc.; (see Isa. xxix) but the learned and wise men of the
world could not read it; God gave to an unlearned boy, Joseph Smith, thegift to translateit by the means
of a Stone. See the following passages concerning the “Urim and Thummin,” being the same means and
one by which the Ancients received the word of the Lord. (1 Sam. xxviii:6, Neh.vii:65, Ezra ii:63, Num.
xxvii:21, Deut. xxxiii:8, Exodus xxviii:30, Lev. viii:8.) But this isa great stumbling-block to the people
now. They cannot understand why God would work in thismanner to bring forth hisword; and why
hewould choose sucha manasJoseph Smith to translate it: and they think the canon of scripture isfull:
and that angels do not minister unto men in these days. But oh kind reader, ifyou desire to know the
truth, be not hasty to condemn and judge, but I pray you to investigate. The scriptures teach that God
works in a way least expected by men.

“Neither are your way s my w ays, saith the Lord.” (Isa. LV:8). “How unsearchable are His judgm ents,
and His ways past finding out.” (Rom. xi:33). Read Isa. xxix, whole chapter, which is a prophecy
concerning the way in which the Book of Morm on was to come forth. “Out of the ground;” “Out of the
dust;” From, “the words of a Book (plates) that is sealed:” The men of the world who arewiseand prudent
in the eyesof the world, shall be confounded; they will not understand the Lord's way of working. “For
the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understan ding of their prudent men shall be hid.” But
the meek and lowly in heart will understand it. “The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and
the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy O ne ofIsrael.” And thosewho are spiritually blind and deaf
shall “hear the w ords of the Book ,” and “see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.” “They also that erred
in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine;” (The above
quotationsare from the 29th chapter ofIsaiah.) John, in his vision on the Isle of Patm os, of “things which
mustbe hereafter,” saw “Another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having th e everlasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth.” (Rev. xiv:6.) In Isaiah xi:11-12, it is prophesied as follows: “and it shall
come to pass in that day (dispensation) that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover
the remnant of his people * * * * and he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the
outcasts of Israel,and gather together the dispersed of Judah (the Jews) from the four corners ofthe earth.”
The coming forth of the Bookof Mormon is only a preparatory work for the great and “marvelous work”
of God which is yet to come in gathering scattered Israel, which is spoken of so often through the
prophets. The Book of Morm on contains many prop hecies which are now and have been during my life,
under courseof fulfillment. It says that more records areyet to come forth from the “book that is sealed,”
which book is the sacred scriptures or records of the people who inhabited this land of America.

The children of Israel are to be gathered by the record of Judah (theBible); andthe record ofJoseph;
of which record the Book of Mormon is only a part. 1 will now quote from Ezekiel xxxvii:16-21, which
is plain concerning this matter. Remember that in ancient times, writing was engraved upon stone and
upon metallic plates, and they also wrote upon parchment which they rolled around a stick. A roll of
parchment was called a “stick.”

“Moreover,thou son of man, take the onestick, and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children
of Israel his companions: then take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of
Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel hiscompanions: and join them one to another in one stick ;
and they shall become one in thine hand. And when the children of thy people shall speak unto
thee, saying, Wilt thou not show us what th ou meanst by these? say unto them, * * * * T hus saith
the Lord God; Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be
gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land.”
It is evident that this, like many other prophecies, refers to the time when the Israel of God will be

gathered together in righteousnessand holiness; when they shall be God's holy people forever. It says in

this chapter, 23d to 28th verses, that when they are gathered, they shall “No more defilethemselveswith



their idols * * * * nor with any of their transgressions,” and the Lord “will cleanse them, so they shall be
my people,and I will be their God.” ** *and “they shall walk in my judgments** ** * and (I) will set
my sanctuary in the midst of them forevermore. * * * * And the heathen (all who are not Israel) shall
know that | the Lord do sanctify Israel when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them forevermore.”
(Concerning a literal gathering of the H ouse of Israel, in righteousness and holiness, see chapter 2.) The
Gentilesare firstnow, and the Jews last: but the Jews and all the House of Israel will be first some day,
and the Gentiles last. It is through the “fulln ess of the Gentiles,” that the veil of blindness which is now
over lsrael, shall be taken away. The cup ofiniquity of the Gentilesis almost full; then God will turn to
Israel, for Israel is not cast aw ay forever. “Blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullnessof the
Gentiles be come in. * * * There shall come out of Sion, the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness
from Jacob.” (See Romans 11th chapter).

Itisrecorded inthe American Cyclopedia and the Encyclopedia Britannica, that I, David Whitmer, have
denied my testimony as one of the three witnesses to the divinity of the Book of Mormon; and that the
other two witnesses, Oliver Cowdery and Martin Harris, denied their testimony to that Book. I will say
once more to all mankind, that I have never at any time denied thattestimony or any partthereof. | also
testify to the world, that neither Oliver Cowdery or Martin Harris ever at any time denied their
testimony. They both died reaffirming the truth of the divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon. | was
present at the death bed of Oliver Cowdery, and hislast words were, “Brother David, betrue to your
testimony tothe Book of Mormon.'"He diedherein Richmond, Mo., on March 3d, 1850. Many witnesses
yetlivein Richmond, who will testify to the truth of these facts, as well asto the good character of Oliver
Cowdery. The very powersof darknesshave combined against the Book of Morm on, to prove thatitis not
the word of God, and this should go to prove to men of spiritual understanding, that the Book is true.
To show the reader what | have had to contend with, I give you below a copy of a leaflet which | had
printed and distributed in March, 1881.

A Proclamation

“Unto all Nations, Kindred Tongues and People, unto whom these presents shall come:

“It having been represented by one John Murphy, of Polo, Caldwell County, Mo., thatl,in a
conversation with him last summer, denied my testimony as one of the three witnesses to the Book of
Mormon.

“To theend, therefore, that he may understand me now, if he did not then; and that the world may
know the truth, lwish now, standing as it were, in the very sunset of life, and in the fear of God, once
for all to make this public statement:

“Thatl have never at any time denied that testimony or any part thereof, which has so long since been
published with that Book, as one of the three witnesses. Those who know m e best, well know that | have
always adhered to thattestimony. And that no man may be misled or doubt my present views in regard
to the same, | do again affirm the truth of all of my statements, asthen made and published.

“'He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear;' it was no delusion! What was written is written, and he
that readeth let him understand.

“And that no one may be deceived or misled by this statement, | wish here to state: that | do not
indorse polygamy or spiritual wifeism. It is agreat evil, shocking to the moral sense, and the more so,
because practiced in the name of religion. It is of man and not God, and is especially forbidden in the Book
of Mormon itself.

“l donot indorse the change of the name of the church, for as the wife takesthe name of her husband
so should the C hurch of the Lamb of God, tak e the name o f its head, even Christ him self. It is the C hurch
of Christ.

“Asto the High Priesthood, Jesus Christ himselfis the last Great High Priest, this too after the order



of Melchisedec, as | understand the Holy Scriptures.

“Finally, I do not indorse any of the teachings of the so-called Mormons, of Latter Day Saints, w hich
are in conflict with the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus C hrist, as taught in the Bible and Book of
Mormon; for the same gospel is plainly taught in both of these books as | understand the word of God.

“And if any man doubt should he not carefully and honestly read and understand the same, before
presuming to sitin judgment and condemning the light, which shinethin darkness, and showeth the way
of eternal life as pointed out by the unerring hand of God.

“In the spirit of Christ who hath said: 'Follow thou me, for I am the life, the light and the way.' |
submit this statement tothe world. God in whom I trust being my judge asto the sincerity of my motives
and the faith and hope that is in me of eternal life.

“My sincere desire is that the world may be benefited by this plain and simple statement of the truth.

“And all the honor be to the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen. David
Whitmer.”

“Richmond, Mo., March 19, 1881.”

“We, the undersigned citizens of Richmond, Ray County, Mo., where David W hitmer, has resided
since the year A.D. 1838, certify that we have long and intimately acquainted with him and know him
to be a man of the highestintegrity, and of undoubted truth and veracity.

“Given at Richmond, Mo., this March 19, A.D. 1881.

Gen. Alexander W. Doniphan.

Hon. Geo. W. Dunn, Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit.
Thos. D. Woodson, President of Ray Co. Savings Bank.
J. T. Child, editor of Conservator.

H.C.Garner, Cashier of Ray Co. Savings Bank.

L. C. Cantwell, Postmaster, Richmond.

Geo. |I. Wasson, Mayor.

Jas. A. Davis County Collector.

C. J. Hughes, Probate Judge and Presiding Justice of Ray County Court.
Geo. W. Trigg, County Clerk.

W. W. Mosby, M.D.

W. A. Holman, County Treasurer.

J.S. Hughes, Banker, Richmond.

Jam es Hu ghes, Banker, Richmond.

D. P. Whitmer, Attorney -atLaw.

Hon. Jas. W. Black, Attorney -at-Law.

Thos. McGinnis, ex-Sheriff Ray County.

J. P. Quesenberry, Merchant.

W. R. Holman, Furniture Merchant.

Lew is Slau ghter, Recor der of D eeds.

Geo. W. Buchanan, M. D.

A.K. Reyburn.”

From the Richmond, (Mo.) Conservator, March 24, 1881.

An Explanation.

“Elsewhere we publish a letter from David Whitmer, an old and well-known citizen of Ray, as well as
an indorsement of his standing as a man, signed by a num ber of the leading citizens of thiscommunity,
in reply to some unwarranted aspersions made upon him.



“Thereisno doubt that Mr. Whitmer, wh o was one of the three witnesses ofauthenticity of the gold
plates, from which he asserts that Joseph Smith translated the Book of Mormon (a fac simile of the
charactershe now has in hispossession with the original records), isfirmly convinced of itsdivine origin,
and while he makes no effort to obtrude his views or beliefs, he simply w ants the world to know that so
far as he isconcerned there isno 'variableness or shadow of turning.' Having resided here for near a half
of a century, it is with no little pride that he points to his past record with the consciousness that he has
donenothingderogatory to hischaracter as acitizen and believer in the son of Mary, to warrant such an
attack on him, come from what source it may, and now w ith the lilies of seventy-five winters crowning
him like an aureole, and his pilgrimage on earth well nigh ended, he reiterates his former statements, and
will leave futurity to solve the problem that he wasbut a passingwitnessto itsfulfillment. His attacks on
the vileness that has sprung up with the Utah Church, must have a salutary effect upon those bigamists
who have made adultery the cornerstone in the edifice of their belief.”

Besides other false statements that are in the two encyclopedias above mentioned isthe old story of

the Spaulding manuscript. That is, that, one Solomon Spaulding who died in Amity, Penn., in 1816,
had written aromance, thesceneof which wasamong the ancient Indians who lived in this country . That
Spaulding died before he published his romance, and that Sydney Rigdon got hold of the manuscript
inaprinting office and copied it; that subsequently the manuscriptwas returned to Solomon Spaulding;
that thirteen years after the death of Spaulding, in 1829, Rigdon became associated with Joseph Smith,
who read the Spaulding manuscript from behind a blanket to Oliver Cowdery, hisamanuensis, who
wrote it dow n. Hence the origin of the Bookof Mormon. This is what isclaimed by the enemies of the
book: Satan had to concoct some plan to account for the origin of that book. | will say that all who desire
to investigate the Spaulding manuscript story will not be obliged to go very far before they will see the
entire falsity of that claim. | testify to the world that I am an eyewitnessto the translation of the greater
part of the Book of Mormon. Part of it was translated in my father's house in Fayette, Seneca County,
N.Y. Farther on | give a description of the manner in which the book was translated.

W hen the Spaulding story was made known to believers in the book, they called for the Spaulding
manuscript, but it could not befound; but recently, thanks to the Lord, the original manuscript has been
found and identified. It has been placed in the library of O berlin College, Oberlin, O hio, for public
inspection. All who have dou bts abou t it being the original Spaulding manuscript, can satisfy them selves
by visiting Oberlin and examining the proofs. The manuscript is in the hands of those who are not
believers in the Book of Morm on. They have kindly allowed the believersin the book to publish acopy
ofthe manuscript, with the proofs that itisthe manuscript of Solomon Spaulding. There is no similarity
whatever between it and the Bookof Mormon. Any one who investigates this question will see that the
Spaulding manuscript story is a fabrication concocted by the enemies of the Bookof Mormon, in order to
account for the origin of that book. Neither Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris or my self
ever met Sydney Rigdon until after the Bookof Mormon was in print. I know this of my own personal
know ledge, being with Joseph Smith, in Seneca County, N.Y., inthe winter of 1830, when Sydney
Rigdon and Edward Partridge came from Kirtland, Ohio, to see Joseph Smith, and where Rigdon
and Partridge saw Joseph Smith for thefirsttime in their lives.

The Spaulding manuscript story is amyth; there being no direct testimony on record in regard to
Rigdon's connection with the manuscript of Solomon Spaulding.

I have in my possession the original manuscript of the Bookof Mormon, in the handwriting of Oliver
Cowdery and others, also the original paper containing some of the characters transcribed from one of
the golden plates, w hich paper Martin Harris took to Professor Anthon, of New Y ork, for him to read
: “the words of a book that is sealed:” but the learned professor, although a great linguist could not read
the language ofthe Nephites. There issome evidence inthe American Cyclopedia favorable to the Bookof
Mormon that I will speak of. It is as follows:

“Martin Harriscalled upon Prof. Anthon, of New Y ork, with a transcript on paper which Smith
had given him of the characterson one of the golden plates 'This paper,' Prof. Anthon said, in a letter
dated New York, Feb. 17, 1834, 'was in fact a singular scroll. It consisted of all kinds of crooked

characters, disposed in columns, and had evidently been prepared by some person who had before him



at the time abook containin g various alphabets. Greek and Hebrew letters, crossesand flourishes, Roman
letters, inverted or placed sideways, were arranged and placed in perpendicular columns,” etc. The
“learned” could not read it, and the book was delivered to him that is not learned. | will qu ote tw o verses
from the twenty-ninth chapter of Isaiah, which isthe prophecy regarding this matter.

“And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, w hich men deliver to
one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, | cannot, for it is sealed: and the book is
delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, | pray thee: and he saith, | am not learned.”

(Verses 11and 12.) No man could read it, but God gave to an unlearned boy the gift to translate it.

I will now give you a description of the manner in which the Book of Morm on was translated. Joseph
Smith would put theseer stone into a hat, and put his face in the hat, drawing it closely around his face
to exclude the light;and in the darkness the spiritual light would shine. A piece ofsomethingresembling
parchment would appear, and on that appeared the writing. One character at a time would appear, and
under itwastheinterpretationin English. Brother Joseph would read off theEnglish toOliver Cowdery,
who was his principal scribe, and when it was written down and repeated to Brother Joseph to seeif it
was correct, then it would disappear, and another character with the interpretation would appear. Thus
the Book of Mormon was translated by the gift and power of God, and not by any power of man.

The characters| speak of are the engravingson the golden plates from which the book was translated.
They were engraved thereon by the hand ofaholy prophet of God w hose name wasMormon, w ho lived
upon this land four hundred years after Christ. Morm on's son, Moroni, after witnessing the destruction
of his brethren, the Nephites, who were a white race-they being destroyed by the Lamanites
(Indians)--deposited the golden platesin the ground, according to a command of God. An angel ofthe
Lord directed Brother Joseph to them. The language of the Nephites is called the reformed Egy ptian
langu age.

I will give you the preface to the Book of Mormon, written by Moroni, and translated in the same

manner as the Book was translated.

Preface.

An A ccount Written By The Hand O f Mormon U pon Plates Taken From The Plates Of Nephi.

“Wherefore, it is an abridgment of the record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites;
written to the Lamanites; who are a remnant of the house of Israel; and also to Jew and Gentile; written
by way of commandment, and also by the Spirit of prophesy and of revelation. Written and sealed up,
and hid up unto the Lord, that they might not be destroyed; to come forth by the gift and power of God
unto the interpretation thereof, sealed by the hand of Moroni, and hid up unto the Lord, to come forth
in due time by the way of Gentile; the interpretation thereof by the gift of God.

“An abridgment taken from the Book of Ether: also, which is a record of the people of Jared; who
were scattered at the time the Lord confounded the language of the people, when they were building a
tow er to get to heaven: w hich is to show unto the remnant of the house of Israel what great things the
Lord hath done for their fathers; and that they may know the covenants ofthe Lord, that they are not
cast off forever; and also to the convincing of the Jew and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal
God, manifesting himself unto all nations. And now if there are faults, they are the mistakes of men;
w herefore, condemn not the things of God, thatye may be found spotless at the judgm ent seat of Christ.”
“Moroni.”

Also The Testimony Of The Three W itnesses

“Beit known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom this work shall come, that we,
through the grace of God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plateswhich contain this
record, which is a record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their brethren, and also of
the people of Jared, who came from the tow er of which hath been spoken, and we also know that they
have been translated by the gift and pow er of God, for H is voice hath declared it unto us; whereforewe
know of a surety, that the work is true. And we also testify that we have seen the engravingswhich are
upon the plates;and they havebeen shown unto us by thepower of God, and not ofman. And we declare
with words of soberness, that an angel of God came down from heaven, and he brought and laid before
our eyes, thatwe beheld and saw the plates, and the engravings thereon; and we know that thisis by the



grace of God the Father, and our Lord Jesus C hrist that w e beheld and bear record that these thingsare
true; and it is marvelous in our eyes, nevertheless, the voice of the Lord commanded us that we should
bear record of it; w herefore, to be obedient unto thecommandments of God, we bear testimony of these
things. And we know that if we are faithful in Christi, we shall rid our garmentsof the blood ofall men,
and be found spotless before the judgment seat of Christ, and shall dwell with him eternally in the
heavens. And the honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God.
Amen.

Oliver Cowdery David W hitmer Martin H arris.”
And Also Testimony Of Eight W itn esses.

“Be it know n unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom this work shall come, that
Joseph Smith, Jr., the translator of thiswork, has shown unto us the platesof which hath been spoken,
which have the appearance of gold; and as many of the leaves as the said Smith hath translated, we did
handle with our hands, and we also saw the engravings thereon, all of which has the appearance ofancient
work, and curiousworkmanship. And this we bear record with words of soberness, that the said Smith
has show n unto us, for we have seen and hefted, and known of asurety, that the said Smith has got the
plates of which we have spoken. And we give our names unto the world to witnessunto the world that
which we have seen; and we lie not, God bearing witness of it.

Christian W hitmer  Jacob W hitmer Peter Whitmer, Jr. John W hitmer
Hiram Page Joseph Smith, Sr. Hyrum Smith, and Samuel H. Smith.”

Dear Reader:-1 want to ask you this question, if you are an unbeliever inthe Book of Mormon, and | hope
youwill study over it prayerfully. The testimony of seven men, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter,
and Jude, comes down to us eighteen hundred years old; you accept their testimony as true. Today we
have the testimony of eleven witnesses who have lived in our generation one of which (myself) is still
living -- these eleven men having lived honorable and upright lives - but you reject their testimony and
acceptthe testimony of the seven men w ho have been dead eighteen hundred years.

If you will not grant a possibility of the Book of Morm on being true, and sit in judgment and hastily
condemn it after reading what | have written, you can surely see for yourselfthat your heart is full of
prejudice. Remember that prejudice isnot of God. It is the spirit that hastily condemned and stoned the
prophets of God in all ages past. So beware, and look well to your own heart, that Satan doesnot blind
your understanding to the truth. If you are open to investigation and conviction, I pray you to read the
Book ofMormon with a prayerful heart. All persons who are spiritual, having a fair understanding of the
scriptures, how they can read that Book and reject it, is very strange indeed. The Book carries conviction
with it. The wise men of thisworld could never writea book like it. Any one without prejudice, who is
honestly seeking for the truth, can see thefinger of God in that book. It makes plain the doctrines w hich
aresoobscureinthe New Testament, and over which the religiousworld is divided. For instance, the mode
of baptism; the “signs” or spiritual gifts which C hrist said in plain words should follow them that believe
in Him. Allwho are not blinded to the understanding of the New Testament scriptures, will admit that
the spiritual gifts should be with the believers in Christ today, is because they have not that strong and
living faith that the ancient church had -- down to about 200 years after the death of the Apostles: the
Book of Mormon explains this matter in full. Likewise many other questions of vital importance in the
doctrine of C hrist, which the Christian world has been contending and disputingabout for ages, this Book
comes forth from G od to explain them.

Aswe know, Christ and the apostle have taught that man must worship God in H is appointed way;
that is, that they must be right asto the true pointsof Christ'sdoctrine: But because a man isrighton the
doctrine of Christ, this alone will not entitle him to the highest glory hereafter. We are taught that we
must endure faithful unto the end, and bring forth fruit. Coming into the fold of Christ issimply the
birth into thechurch; we are then babes, and from a babe we must grow in charity, grace, and kn ow ledge,
on toward the full stature of the perfect man in Christ; and to grow, we must walk in the Spirit, having
the fruits of the Spirit, w hich is “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek ness,



temperance.” Then we are Christ's, and “have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.” (Gal.
v:22-24). This is the subject that is nearest my heart. The Spirit of Christ in man. | could write volumes
on this subject, but why should I, when God's Holy W ord isso full upon this matter. Those who cannot
understand from the Word of God regardingthe boundlesslove and Spirit of Christ, which Spirit must
bein manor heisnot Christ's, they could not comprehend it from my writing, however eloquent Imight
be. Itis a gift which God alone givesto man, when man com plies with certain conditions of heart as laid
down in God's Word. T he object of thispamphlet is to guide some honest heartsinto thetrue doctrine
of Christ, hoping that when they have found the straight and narrow way, that they may continue to
walk therein, and bring forth much fruit to the glory of God.

I desireto say a few words concerning the Holy Ghost, which is the Spirit of Christ -- the greatest gi ft
of God to man. Many people claim to have this gift. lam not judging anyone, but I will tell you how we
can tell when we have the Spirit of Christ; and when we have not this feeling and spirit, we have not H is
Spirit. When we havethe Spirit of Christ, our heartsare filled with the love of God that reachesout and
takesin all men, even our enemies. We then have every particle of prejudice, malice, envy and hatred cast
out of our heart; we then have no hatred whatever toward any person, even an enemy. Remember the
words of Christ: “For ifye love them which love you, what reward haveye? Do noteven the Publicans
the same? But | say unto y ou, Love your enemies; bless them that curse you; do good to them that hate
you. * * * That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven.” Nothing short of this isthe
Spirit of Christ. By this you can know whether you have the Holy Ghost or not. This is the test.

The religion of Jesus Christ is embodied in one word, and that word is Love; it is the first and great
commandment, for on ithangsthe law and the prophets. Charity is the great lack of religious professors.
As we love and judge others, so we will be judged at the last day. The principal idea in religion is the
fatherhood of God, and brotherhood of man. C hrist taught us to pray, Our Father who art in heaven.
Our motive in serving God must be love and not fear. Those who have never had the gift of the Holy
Ghost, cannot understand how a person could actually love and do good to any enemy; but those who
have thisgift can understand some things of the Spirit of God, because they are spiritually discerned. (1
Cor. ii:14.) He who cannot forgive an enemy and actually love him and do good to him, has not yet been
born again, and hasnot the Spirit of Christ.

“Now ifany man have not the spirit of Christ, he isnone of his.” (Rom. viii:9.) When a man has this
spirit -- which isthe Holy Ghost--he lovesall men somuch thathis greatest desirein this world is to do
the greatest amount of good to his fellowman that is possible. What is the greatest good I can do to my
fellowmen? It is to turn their footsteps heavenw ard; to preach the gospel and the love of Christ to them.
The spiritof Christ is unselfish. It will act in all men today as it did in Paul. He said: “Not seeking mine
own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.” (1 Cor. x:33.) My soul enlarges when |
contemplate this subject. My heart goesout in ferventzeal andlove forthe children of men, in my great
desires for their salvation; but God is just, and in His wisdom we are herein this world to suffer trials for
a season, which will work out for usa far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, if we are faithful
while here in this world. God has placed man on the earthto be a free agentunto himself, and he receives
good or evil, truth or error, just according to the way his heart is inclined.

In chapter ii, | give a few qu otations from the Book of Mormon. I would especially call the reader’'s
attention to chapter iv, in Part Second of this pamphlet, in which I explain how the church drifted in
errors by giving heed to revelationsthat were given by Joseph Smith after he had translated the Book of
Mormon.

I have briefly noticed some of the evidences of that Book, hoping that this pamphlet may fallinto the
hands of some honest hearts who love the Lord in deed and in truth; who are willing to take upon
them selves reproach for the name of Christ, and that by reading thiswork they may be led to investigate
the evidence of thetruth of that Book --which are many --and become convinced that it is the Word of

God. Part Second of this pam phlet is an address to the Latter Day Saints to point out the errorsthey are



in. By reading the address to them y ou can understand the position of the Church of Christ, and how the
Latter Day Saints have in great measure departed from the faith of the church as it was first established.
I will close this chapter by some quotations from the Book of Mormon, and a few remarks.

“And when ye shall receive these things (theBookof Mormon), I would exhort you that y e ask God,
the eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere
heart, with real intent, having faith in C hrist, he will manifest the truth of it unto y ou, by the power of
the Holy Ghost; and by the power of the Holy Ghost, ye may know the truth of all things.” (Moroni
x:1.)

“For it (the Bookof Mormon) shall be brought out of darknessunto light, according to the Word of
God; yea, it shall be brought out of the earth, and it shall shine forth out of darkness, and come unto the
knowledge of the people: and it shall be done by the power of God. * * * * It shall come in a day when
the power of God shall be denied (2 Tim. iii:5), and churches become defiled, and shall be lifted up in the
pride of their hearts; yea, even in a day when leaders ofchurches, and teachers,in the pride of their hearts,
even to the envying of them who belong to their churches; yea, it shall come in a day when there shall
be heard of fires, and tempests, and vapors of smoke in foreign lands; and there shallalso be heard of wars
and rumors of wars, and earthquakes in divers places.” (Book of Mormon, chap. iv, par. 2,3.)

Dear reader, can you not discern the signs of the times? God is beginning to warn the inhabitants of
the earth, and these signs shall increase. The fullness of the iniquity of the Gentiles isnigh at hand --in
the Lord's manner of speaking. C hrist says in the Bookof Mormon, that destructionswill come upon this
nation if they do not repent. I cry unto y ou with all my soul, repent! repent! and seek unto God that you
may know the truth of these things, whether that book isfrom God or not. Itistruly the straight and
narrow way. Straight means close, narrow, and difficult to find. C hrist said, “Straight is the gate, and
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it,” Ifthe truth as it isin Christ is
hid away dow n in the depths of the so-called Mormon Problem, it istruly the straight and difficult way
to find. And I'will say to all who desire to have part in the first resurrection, having the w hole truth as
itisin Christ, that in the depth of these seeming mysteries and stumblingblocks, there you will find the
Pearlof Great Price. May God help you dear reader, to break the bands of Satan -- give up thisvain world

--and fulfill the mission for which the God of heaven created you into the world.

Chapter 2

In this chapter I give you a few quotations from the Book of Mormon.

(In 2 Tim. iii:1-5, Paul prophesied that in the last days, men shall have a form of godliness, but deny
the power thereof. Thepoweristhe Holy Ghost,and its manifestations. Paul say in 1 Cor. xii:7, that “the
manifestation of the Spiritis given to every man,” that is, every man who has the Holy Spirit. To one if
given the one gift and to one another gift.)

**x “Woeuntoallwhotremble, and are angry because of the truth of God. For behold, he that is built
upon the rock, receiveth it with gladness. and he that isbuilt upon a sandy foundation, trembleth lest he
fall. But behold, there shall be many at that day, when I shall proceed to do a 'marvelouswork' among
them, that I may remember my covenants which | have made unto the children of men, that I may 'set
my hand again the second time to recover my people,’ (Isa. xi:11)which are ofthe house of Israel; and al so
that I may remember the promiseswhich | have made unto thee, Nephi, and also unto thy father, that
I would remember your seed; *** many of the Gentiles shall say, A Bible! A Bible!, we have got a Bible,
and therecannot be any more Bible. But thus said the Lord God: O fools, they shall have a Bible; and it
shall proceed forth from the Jews, mine ancient covenant people. And what thank they the Jews for the
Bible which they receivefrom them? Yea what do the Gentiles mean? Do they remember thetravels, and

the labors, and the pains of the Jews, and their diligence unto me, in bringing forth salvation unto the



Gentiles? O ye Gentiles, have ye remembered the Jews, mine ancient covenant people? Nay; but ye have
cursed them, and have hated them, and have not sought to recover them. But behold, | will return all
these thingsuponyourown heads; for I, the Lord, hath not forgotten my people. Thou fool, that shall
say, we havegot aBible, and we need no more Bible. have ye obtained a Bible, save it were by the Jew s?
Know ye not that there are more nations than one? Know ye not that I, the Lord y our God, have created
all men, and that | remember those who are upon the islesof the sea (Actsxvii:26), andthat Irule in the
heavensabove and in the earth beneath; and | bring forth my word unto the children of men, y ea, even
upon all the nations of the earth? Wh erefore murmur ye, becausethat y e shall receivemore of my word?
Know ye not that the testimony of two nations is a witness unto you that I am God, that Iremember one
nation like unto another? W herefore, | speak the same words unto one nation like unto another. And
when the two nations shall run together, the testimony of the two nationsshall run together also. And
I do this that I may prove unto many, that | am the same yesterday, today, and forever; and that | speak
forth my words according to mine own pleasure. And because that | have spoken one word, ye need not
suppose that I cannot speak another; for my work is noty et finished; neither shall it be, until the end of
man; neither from that time henceforth and forever. W herefore, because that y e have a Bible, ye need not
suppose thatitcontainsall my words; neither need ye suppose that Ihave not caused more tobe written:
* ** For behold, | speak unto the Jews, and they shall write it; and I shall also speak unto the Nephites,
and they shall write it; and I shall also speak unto the other tribes of the house of Israel, which | haveled
away (the ten lost tribes, supp osed to be beyond the North Sea -- from the Book of Esdras), and they shall
write it; and | shall also speak unto all nations of the earth, and they shall write it. And it shall come to
pass that the Jews shall have the words ofthe Nephites, and the Nephites shall have the words ofthe Jew s:
and the Nephitesand the Jew s shall have the words of the lost tribes of Israel: and the lost tribes of Israel
shall have the words ofthe Nephitesand the Jews. And it shall come to passthat my people, who are of
the house of Israel, shall be gathered home unto the landsof their possessions, and my word shall also be
gathered in one. And I will show unto them that fight against my word and againstmy people, who are
of the house of Israel, that | am God, and that | covenanted with Abraham, that | would remem ber his
seed forever. * * * For behold, except ye shall keep the commandmentsof Gody e shall all lik ew ise perish.
*** As many of the Gentilesas will repent, arethe covenant peopleofthe Lord; and as many of the Jew s
aswill not repent, shall be cast off. * ** W oe unto them that turn asidethe just for a thing ofnought,and
revile against that which is good, and say that it is ofno worth (the Book of Mormon); for the day shall
come that the Lord God will speedily visit the inhabitantsof the earth;and in that day that they are fully
ripe in iniquity, they shall perish. But behold, if the inhabitants of the earth shall repent of their
wickednessand abominations they shall not be destroyed, saith the Lord of hosts.”

From the twelfth chapter of 2 Nephi:

But he that believeth these thingswhich I have spoken, him will I visit with the manifestations of my
spirit, and he shall know and bear record.” (Ether i:12.)

“If any man w ill do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, w hether it be of God, or w hether | speak
of myself.” (John vii:17.)

I will say a word here in regard to a passage in Rev. xxii:18:

“For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book (the Revelation of
John), ifany man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plaguesthat are written in this
book.”

This means that no man shall add unto the prophecy ofJohn's Revelation. It can be plainly seen that
it doesnot refer to the Bible, because the books which compose our Bible werenot compiled when the
Revelation was written. All the other book s which com pose the Bible were afterward added to John's
Revelation.

Our Bible comprisesonly the book s which the canons decided to compile. T here are many inspired

booksthat have never come down to us. There are over fifteen books spoken of in the Bible that arenot



in the Bible. In the follow ing passages are some of the book s spoken of that are notin the Bible. 2Chron.
iX:29. 1Chron. xxix:29. Num. xxi:14. 1Kings xi:41. 2Chron. xiii:22. 2Chron. xii:15. 2C hron. xx:34.
2Chron. xxvi:22. Gen. v:1. Ex. xxiv:7. 1Sam. x:25. 1Kings iv:32. 2Chron. xii:15. In 1Cor. v:9, a third
epistle to the Corinthians is mentioned; we have only two. In Col. iv:16, the epistle from Laodicea. In
Jude iii, a second epistle of Judeis spoken of; we have but one. I have acopy of the book of Jasher; It is
spoken of in 2 Sam. 1:18 and Joshua x:13.

I will give a few quotationsfrom the Book of Morm on in regard to some points of doctrine over w hich
the religious world is divided:

“Wherefore, | would exhort you, that deny not the power of God; for he worketh by power,
according to the faith of the children of men, the same today and tomorrow, and forever. And again |
exhortyou, my brethren, that ye deny not the giftsof God, for they are many; and they come from the
same God. And there are different ways that these gifts are adminstered; but it is the same God who
work eth all in all; and they are given by the manifestation ofthe Spirit of God unto men, to profit them.
For behold, to one is given by the Spirit of God, that he may teach the word of wisdom; and to another,
that he may teach the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; and to another, exceeding great faith; and
to another, the gifts of healing by the same Spirit. * * * (and so on, the different gifts which are
enumerated by Paul in 1Cor. xii.) * * * * and all these gifts of which | have spoken, which are spiritual,
never will be done away, even so long asthe world shall stand, only according to the unbelief of the
children of men. Wherefore, there must be faith; and if there must be faith, there must be also be hope;
and if there must be hope, there must also be charity; and except ye have charity, ye can in no wise be
saved in the kingdom of God.” Moroni x:1.

“And he (Christ) said unto them, On this wise shall ye baptize, and there shall be no disputations
amongyou. Verily I say unto you, that whoso repenteth of his sins through your words, and desireth to
be baptized in my name, on thiswise shall ye baptize them: Behold, ye shall go down and stand in the
water, and in my name shall ye baptizethem. And now behold, theseare the words which you shall say,
calling them by name, saying: Having authority given me of Jesus Christ, | baptize you in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. And then shall ye immerse them in the water,
and come forth again out of the water.” (Nephi v:8.)

“The manner which the disciples, who were called the elders of the church, ordained priests and
teachers. After they had prayed unto the Father in the nam e of Christ, they laid their hands upon them,
and said, In the name of Jesus Christ l ordain you to be a priest; (or if hebe a teacher), | ordain you to be
a teacher, to preach repentance and remission of sins through Jesus Christ, by the endurance of faith on
his name to the end. Amen. And after this manner did they ordain priestsand teachers,accordingto the
giftsand callingsof God unto men;and they ordained them by the power of the Holy Ghost which was
in them. — (Chapter 3, Book of Moroni.)

“The manner of their elders and priests administering the flesh and blood of Christ unto thechurch.
And they administered it according to the com man dments of Christ; wherefore we know the manner to
be true; and the elder or priest did minister it. And they did kneel down with the church, and pray to the
Father in the name of Christ, saying, O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee inthename of thy Son Jesus
Christ, to bless and sanctify this bread to the souls of all those who partake of it, that they may eat in
remembrance of the body of thy Son, and witnessunto thee, O God, the Eternal Father, that they are
willing to take upon them thename ofthy Son, and always remember him, and keep his commandments
which he hath given them, that they may alway s have his Spirit to be with them. Amen. -- (Chapter 4,
Book of Moroni.)

“The manner of administering the wine. Behold, they took the cup, and said, O God, the Eternal
Father, we ask thee, in the name ofthy Son Jesus Christ, to bless and sanctify this wine to the souls ofall
those who drink of it, that they may do it in remembrance of the blood ofthy Son which was shed for

them, that they may witnessunto thee, O God, the Eternal Father, that they do always remember him,



that they may have his Spirit to be with them. Amen. -- (Chapter 5, Book of Moroni.)

“And now | speak concerning baptism. Behold, elders, priests and teachers were baptized; and they
were not baptized, save they brought forth fruit meet that they were worthy of it; neither did they receive
any unto baptism, save they came forth with a broken heart and a contritespirit, and witnessed unto the
church that they truly repented ofall their sins: And none were received unto baptism, save they took
upon them the name of Christ, having a determination to serve him to the end. A nd after they had been
received unto baptism, and werewrought upon and cleansed by the power of the Holy Ghost, they were
num bered among the people of the Church of Christ, and their names were taken, that they might be
remembered and nourished by the good word of God, to keep them in the right way, to keep them
continually watchful unto prayer, relying alone upon the merits of Christ, who was the author and the
finisher of their faith. And the church did meet together oft, to fast and pray, and to speak one with
another concerning the w elfare of their souls: and they did meet together oft to partake of bread and wine,
in remembrance ofthe Lord Jesus; and they w ere strict to observe that there should be no iniquity among
them; and whoso was found to commit iniquity, and three witnesses of the church did condemn them
beforethe elders; and ifthey repentednot, and confessed not, their names were blotted out,and they were
not numbered among the people of Christ; but as oft as they repented, and sought forgiveness, with real
intent, they were forgiven. And their meetings were conducted by the church, after the manner of the
workings of the Spirit, and by the power of the H oly Ghost; for as the power of the Holy Ghost led them
whether to preach or exhort, or to pray, or to supplicate, or to sing, even so it was done. -- (Chapter 6,
Book of Moroni.)

Concerning a literal gathering of the Israel of God upon the earth in righteousness and holiness, see
the passages of scripture which are given below.

The Bookof Mormon containsprophesiesconcerning thegatheringof Israel, which are much more full
and explanatory. I will not go into detail on the teachings in the Book of Morm on in regard to this matter,
trusting that all who have become interested in that Book will read it. Jer. xxxi:8-14. Israel shall be
gathered, “andthey shall not sorrow any more at all.” Jer. xxxii:37-41. Israel shall be gathered, “and | will
give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me forever.” Isa, liv:7, whole chapter, Isa. xi:11-186,
Ezek. xxxvii:15-28, Ezek. xxxiv:13-31.

Regarding the tw o foregoing passages, remember that this prophesy was given about 400 y ears after
King David was dead. Ezek. xi:17-21. Rev. v:9-10. “And they sang anew song, saying, T hou art worthy,
etc., * * * * “and hast made usunto our God kings and priests; and we shall reign on the earth.” At the
end of the millenial reign on this earth, then comes the end of the world and the second and last
resurrection. All of the dead shall then rise. Only the righteous shall rise at the firstresurrection. (Rev.
xx:4-8,and whole chapter.) At the end of the world is the final judgem ent, after which there shall be anew
earth and a new heaven. Then a great voice out of heaven cried “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be hispeople, and God himselfshall be with them, and
be their God.” (Rev. xxi:1-7.)

In regard to thegathering ofa part of the house oflsrael upon this land of America, whichisthe land
God gaveto the seed of Joseph (son of Jacob);and the gathering of a part ofthe house of Israel upon the
land of Palestine, which is the land God gave to the Jews, I give y ou some of the words of Jesus C hrist
himself, which he spake tothe peoplewhile hewas upon this land, after finishing his mission at Jerusalem.
(Book of Morm on, Nephi ix:9-12 and x:1.)

“And it shall come to passthat | will establish my people, O house of Israel. And behold, this people
will I establish in this land, unto the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob; and
it shall be anew Jerusalem. And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even | will
bein the midst ofyou. Behold, lam he of whom Moses spake, saying, A prophet shall theLord your G od
raise up unto y ou of your brethren, like unto me, him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say

unto you. And it shall come to pass thatevery soul who will not hear that prophet, shall be cut offfrom



among the people. Verily, | say unto you, yea; and all the prophets from Samuel, and th ose that follow
after, asmany as havespoken, have testified of me. And behold, ye are thechildren ofthe prophets;and
ye are of the house of Israel; and ye are ofthe covenant which the Father made with your fathers, saying
unto Abraham, And in thy seed, shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed; the Father having raised me
up unto you first, and sent me to blessyou, in turning aw ay every one of you from his iniquities; and this
because ye are the children of the covenant. And after that ye were blessed then fulfilleth the Father the
covenantwhich he made with A braham, saying, in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed,
unto the pouring outof the Holy Ghost,throughmeupon the Gentiles,whichblessinguponthe Gentiles,
shall makethem mighty above all, unto the scattering of my people, O house of Israel: and they shall be
a scourge unto the people of this land. Nevertheless, when they shall have received the fullness of my
gospel, then if they shall harden their hearts against me, | will return their iniquities upon their own
heads, saiththe Father. And I will rem ember the covenant which I havemade with my people, and I have
covenanted with them, that | would gather them together in mine own due time; that | would give unto
them again the land of their fathers, for their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem, which is the
promised land unto them forever, saith the Father.

And it shall come to pass that the time cometh, when the fullness of my gopel shall be preached unto
them, and they shall believein me, that lam Jesus Christ, theson of God, and shall pray unto the Father
in my name. Then shall their watchmen lift up their voice; and with the voice together shall they sing;
for they shall see eye to eye. Then will the Father gather them together again, and give unto them
Jerusalem forthe land of their inheritance. Then shall they break forth into joy --sing together ye waste
places of Jerusalem: * * * * * * And then shall be brought to pass that which is written, Awak e, awak e
again, and puton thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city, for
henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake thyselffrom the
dust; arise, sitdown, O Jerusalem; loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.
For thus saith the Lord, Y e have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money .
Verily, verily, I say unto you, that my peopleshall know my name: yea, in that day they shall know that
I am he that doth speak.

And then shall they say, How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings unto them, that publisheth peace: that bringeth good tidings unto them of good, that publisheth
salvation; that saith unto Zion, thy God reigneth! And then shall a cry go forth, Depart ye, departye, go
ye out from thence, touch not that w hich is unclean; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear
the vessels ofthe Lord. For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the Lord will go before
you; and the God of Israel shall be your rearward. Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be
exhalted and extolled, and be very high. As man were astonished at thee; (his visage was so marred more
than any man, and hisform more than the sons of men), so shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall
shuttheir mouths at him, for that which had been told them shall they see; and that which they had not
heard shall they consider. Verily, verily, | say unto you, all these things shall surely come, even asthe
Father hath commanded me. Then shall this covenant which the Father hath covenanted with his people,
be fulfilled; and then shall Jerusalem be inhabited again with my people, and it shall be the land of their
inheritance. And verily, | say unto you, | giveunto you a sign, that ye may know the time when these
things shall be about to take place, that Ishall gather in from their long dispersion, my people, O house
of lsrael, and shall establish again among them my Zion. And behold, this is the thing which | will give
unto you for a sign, for verily 1 say unto you, that w hen these things which | declare unto y ou, and w hich
| shall declare unto you hereafter of myself, and by the power of the Holy Ghost, which shall be given
unto you of the Father, shall be made know n unto the Gentiles, that they may know concerning this
people who are a remnant of the house of Jacob, and concerning this my people who shall be scattered
by them (the Indians); * * * when these things come to pass, that thy seed shall begin to know these

things, it shall be a sign unto them, that they may know that the work of the Father hath already



com menced unto the fulfilling of the covenant which he hath made unto the people who are the house
of Israel. And when that day shall come, it shall come to passthat kingsshall shut their mouths; for that
which had not been told them shall they see; and thatwhich they had not heard shall they consider. For
in that day, for my sake shall the Father work awork, which shall bea greatand marvelouswork among
them; and there shall be among them those who will not believe it, although a man shall declare it into
them . But behold, the life of my servant shall be in my hand; therefore they shall not hurt him, although
he shall be marred because of them. Yet | will heal him, for | will shew unto them that my wisdom is
greater than the cunning of the devil. Thereforeit shall come to pass, that whosoever will not believe in
my words, who am Jesus C hrist, whom the Father shall cause him to bring forth unto the Gentiles, and
shall give unto him power that he shall bringthem forth unto the Gentiles, (it shall be don e even as M oses
said,) they shall be cut off from among my people who are of the covenant; and my people who are a
remnant of Jacob, shall be among the Gentiles, yea, in the midst of them, as a lion among the beasts of
the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep, who, if he go through, both treadeth down and
teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. Their hand shall be lifted up upon their adversaries, and all their
enemies shall be cut off. Yea, wo be unto the Gentiles, except they repent, for it shall come to pass in that
day, saith the Father, that | will cut off thy horsesout of themidst ofthee, and I will destroy thy chariots,
and I will cut off the cities ofthy land, and throw down allthy strong holds; and I will cut off witchcrafts
out of thy land, and thou shalt have no more sooth-sayers: thy graven images I will also cut off, and thy
standing images out of the midst of thee; and thou shall no more worship the works of thy hands;and |
will pluck up thy groves out of the midst of thee; so will | destroy thy cities. And it shall come to pass
that all lyings, and deceivings, and envyings, and strifes, and priestcrafts and whoredoms, shall be done
away . For it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that at that day, whosoever will not repent and come
unto my beloved Son, them will I cut off from among my people, O house of Israel; and I will execute
vengeance and fury upon them, even as upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.

“But if they will repent, and hearken unto my words, and harden nottheir hearts, I will establish my
church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant,and benumberedamong this the remnant
of Jacob, unto whom | have given this land for their inheritance, and they shall assist my people, the
remnantofJacob; and also, as many of the house of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which
shall be called the New Jerusalem; and then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in,who
are scattered upon all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. And then shall the power of
heaven come down among them; and | also will be in the midst, and then shall the work of the Father
commence, at that day even w hen this Gospel shall be preached among the remnant of this people. Verily,
I say unto you, at that day shall the work of the Father comm ence among all the dispersed of my people;
yea, eventhetribeswhich have been lost, w hich the Father hath ledaway out of Jerusalem. Yea, thework
shall commence among all the dispersed of my people, with the Father, to prepare the way whereby they
may come unto me, that they may call on the Father in my name; yea, and then shall the work
commence, with the Father, among all the nations, in preparing the way whereby his people may be
gathered home to the land oftheir inheritance. And they shall go out from all nations; and they shall not
go out in haste, nor go by flight; for | will go before them, saith the Father, and | will be their rearward.

And in the mouth of the threewitnessesshall these thingsbe established; and the testimony of three,
and this work, in the which shall be shown forth the power of God, and also His word, of which the
Father,and the Son, andthe Holy Ghostbeareth record; and all this shall stand as atestimony against the
wor ld at the last day. And if it so be that they repent and come unto the Father in the nam e of Jesus, they
shall be received into the kingdom of God. And now, if | haveno authority for these things, judgeye, for
ye shall know that I have authority when ye shall sse me, and we shall stand before God at the last day.
Amen.” (Ether ii).

Hearken, O ye Gentiles,and hear thewords, of Jesus Christ, theSon of the living God, which he hath
commanded me that Ishould speak concerning you, for behold, hecommandeth me that | should w rite,



saying: Turn, all ye Gentiles, from your wicked ways, and repent of your evil doings, ofyour lyings and
deceivings, and of your whoredoms, and of your secret abominations , and your idolatries, and of your
murders, and ofyour priestcrafts andyour envyings andyour strifes, and from all y our w ickedness and
abominations, and come unto me, and be baptized in my name, that ye may receivea remission of your
sins, and be filled with the Holy Ghost, thaty e may be num bered w ith my people, who are of the house

of Israel.” (Nephi chap. xiv.)

Part Second

Chapter 3

To Believers In The Book Of Mormon.
Dear Brethren:

The spirit of God moves upon me to send forth this epistle unto you. It iswisdom in God that these facts
which I giveyou have not been made generally known long ago. Butnow the Spirit of God has made it
manifest to me to make them known. The time is at hand to prepare for the day when the gospel will go
to the houseof Israel! It hasbeen madeknown to me that when the gosple will go to theremnant of Jacob
(the Lamanites), it must go to them as Christ has given it to us, the fullness of which is in the Book of
Mormon and the New Testament. | know that the Latter Day Saintsare teaching some errors in doctrine,
and | hopeto convincethe honest in heartamong them of this fact. The commands of God arestrict, and
hisword isyea, yea and nay, nay. Itisaserious thing for man to add doctrines to the doctrine w hich
Christ has taught in his word. Christ has taught that it is necessary to be abiding in his doctrine, and
whosoever teaches more or less than the doctrine which he has taught in his word, isnotin Him. He has
taught but one doctrine. | do not mean to judge or condemn the Latter Day Saints. Godisthejudge. But
I will speak the truth as the Spirit of God moves upon me to speak it, and | hope and pray that many will
heed the truth - that they will lay asideall error, and come in upon the doctrine of Christ, asit is taught
in the written word. | believe that the L atter Day Saints wh o are opposed to polygamy have done a great
work and great good. I believe they have done a great work in carrying forth the Book of Mormon. We
cannot always understand God's ways of dealing with his people. God suffers men to beled into error
because of their blindness of heart. He works with men only according to their faith and obedience; but
now the Spirit of God is moving upon the Elders ofthe Church of Christ to go forth unto all thebelievers
in the Bookof Mormon, and unto all other people, crying repentance, and calling on them to heed to the
teachings of Christ. Ido not mean to persecute Joseph hisson,and believe him tobe agood man. Joseph,
like many of those of old whom G od had chosen, fell into error; and why should we want to follow any
man into error? Should we put our trust in an arm of flesh? Nay, verily!

There never lived but one perfect man, and that was Christ; and he isour only lawgiver. Therefore
we should take great heed and compare with the “written word” all doctrines, and laws and revelations
comingthrough any man, for any man can fall into error and lead every one into errorwho trustsin man.
God chooses the weak things of thisworld, sothat manshould not puttheir trust in manand make flesh
their arm, but put their trust in God only. Itisjust, in God's wisdom, that every one who is not living

sufficiently spiritual to discern between truth and error, should be led into error. God called Saul and



many othersof old who afterward fell into error and lost the Spirit, knowing that they w ould fall, so as
to let every one be led into error by them w ho had such little faith in God as to make a man their God,
andtrust in “an arm of flesh,” instead of putting their wh ole faith and trust in God only, and heeding Him
only. God suffered them to be led into error because oftheir trangressions and lack of faith in Him. C hrist
has spoken, and the voice of God hasdeclared from the heavens: “Hear ye him!” His teachingsinthe Book
of Mormon and the New Testament are the same.

But the Latter Day Saints have another book of doctrine - the “Doctrine and Covenants” --in w hich
are the doctrines that Christ never taught to the “twelve” at Jerusalem, nor to the “twelve” upon this
continent. The Latter Day Saintsbelieve these new doctrines, which do not agree with the teachings of
Christ. Why do they believe them? Because they are puttingtoo much trust in a man! Thishasbeen the
mistake of God's people in all agespast.Read the scripturesand observe how very soon thegreat majority
of God's people always fell into error by trusting in man. Men who w ere humble when G od cho se them,
but afterward fell into error. Ifmen do not live near enough to God to discern error w hen it comes - and
it may appear asan angel of light -- (for instance, polygamy) - God suffers them to be led into error
because of their trangressions. See how many of the prophetswhom God called afterward fell into error.
Saul, David, Solomon, and many prophets in Israel.

Now, I do not judge, nor say whether Saul, David, Solomon, or Joseph will be saved or lost. T hese
are all in the hands of a just God. Perhaps the errors of David w ere more grievous that those of Joseph.
Now | hope you understand me. I am not persecuting Brother Joseph, and never did persecute him.
Because he erred is no reason why I should not love him. God called him to translate hissacred word by
the power and gift of God; but he was not called to set up and establish the church any more than any
of us Elderswere. This will I prove conclusively later on, from evidencewhich y ou are bound to accept.

The “Choice Seer,”spoken of in the Book of Morm on is notBrother Joseph. I will give you here a brief
outlineconcerning this“Choice Seer”who is yet to come forth. The man who is not learned (in 2Nephi
xi; 18), refersto BrotherJoseph, but the “Choice Seer” (in 2Nephi ii) isanother man. He isto come from
the Lamanites. He is to come from the fruit of the loins of Joseph (of Egypt), that seed being the “branch
which was to be broken off” at Jerusalem, to w hom this land was consecrated for their inheritan ce forever
--being Lehi and his seed; Lehi's seed being little Joseph, who received the blessing from his father Lehi,
that his seed should not be utterly destroy ed; for out of his seed which should not all be destroyed (the
Indians) should come to this“Choice Seer.” This isthe interpretation of thischapter. This “Choice Seer”
will be of that seed. His name will be Joseph, and his father's name Joseph. He is to translate sealed
records yet to come forth, (spoken ofin 2Nephi xi:18). “And not to the bringing forth my word only,
saith the Lord, but to the convincing them of my word.” “How many Indians did Brother Joseph
convince? He never preached asermon to them in his lifeto my know ledge. May God help y ou brethren
to understand thischapter, forit can only be understood by the enlightening power of the Holy Ghost.
It isvery plain to me. I speak in full on thissubject in chapter X.

I want to say to the Latter Day Saints, that the eldersof the Church of Christ, in coming to them,
come to them as their brethren, in love and in meeknness. God forbid that we should persecuteyou, who
have likewise taken upon y ourselvesthe “shame of Christ”in this age of theworld --which shame, in the
eyes of the world, is believing the Book of Mormon. No; we love you, and by the help of God we will
labor, trusting that theday isnot far distant when thehonest in heart among you, and among all believers
inthe Book of Mormon, and the world, may all be one with us upon the doctrine of Christ, working by
the power and gifts of God to prepare the way for the gospel to go to the House of Israel. God only
knowshow I have grieved and suffered and plead with him for you for the past forty-eight years, that you
mightrepentand be enlightened by the Holy Ghost to see theerrorsin which you have been led. To God
belongs the mystery of his dealings with his people; he is allwise, and his ways are not man's ways.
Mormon stood alone for many years, when the whole church of Nephitesand Lamanites had every one

goneinto error and transgression. He stood alone, holdingthe authority, and prayed to God continually



that he might go to them and preach to them; but the Lord forbid him to preach to them. Then letno
man judge hastily as to my authority, lest he judge wrongly and continue in error; but go to God in
pray er and fasting, and find out the truth, for the Holy G host will guideyou into all truth. Ifyou believe
my testimony totheBook of Morm on; if you believe that God spake to us three witnesses by his ow nvoice
from the heavens, and told me to “separate myself from among the Latter Day Saints, for asthey sought
to do unto me, should it be done unto them.” In the spring of 1838, the headsof the church and many
of the members had gonedeep into error and blindness. | had been striving with them for a long time to
show them the errors into which they were drifting, and for my labors I received only persecutions. In
June, 1838, at Far West, Mo., asecret organization was formed, Doctor Avard being putin as the leader
of the band; a certain oath was to be administered to all the brethern to bind them to support the heads
of the church in everything they should teach. All who refused to take this oath were considered
dissentersfrom the church, and certain things were to be done concerning thesedissenters, by Dr. Avard's
secret band. I make no farther statements now; but suffice it to say that my persecutions, for trying to
show them their errors, became of such a nature that | had to leave the Latter Day Saints; and, as I rode
on horseback outof Far West, in June, 1838, the voice of God from heaven spake to me as | have stated
above. | was called out to hold the authority which God gave to me.

| see from a letter written by the heads of the church, while they were in Liberty Jail, that they
repented while in jail of having anything to do with this secret organization, and came out again Dr.
Avard, declaring it all wickedness, and resolved to henceforth disapprobate everything that was not
accordingto the gospel, and w hich was not of a bold, frank and upright nature. I quote from this letter,
printed in the Timesand Seasons, July, 1840:

“We farther caution our brethren against theimpropriety of the organization of bands or com panies,
by covenants, oaths, penalties, or secrecies; but let the time past of our experience and suffering by the
wickedness of Dr. Avard suffice. And let our covenants be that of the everlasting covenant, as it is
contained in the Holy Writ, and the things which God has revealed unto us. Pure friendship always
becomesweakened the very moment you undertake to make it stronger by penal oaths and secrecy. Your
humble servants intend from henceforth to disapprobate everything that is not in accordance with the
fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and which is not of a bold, frank and upright nature.”

They were put in jail in November, after | had left them. Now you see why | left the Latter Day
Saints. After | left them they say they gave men a trial and cut me off. About the same time that | came
out, the Spirit of God moved on quite anumber ofthe brethren who came out, with their families. All
of the eight witnesses who were then living (except the three Smiths) came out; Peter and Christian
W hitmer were dead. Oliver Cowdery came outalso. Martin Harriswas then in Ohio. The church went
deeper and deeper into wickedness. T hey were driven out of Missouri, and went to Nauvoo; and were
driven out of Nauvoo, and went to Salt Lake, where they are to day, believing in the doctrine of
poly gamy .

Nearly all the members at Nauvoo went to Salt Lake. Only a very few rejected the revelation on
polygamy. The Reorganization is built up principally of mem bers — not of the old church -- but the new
converts. The majority of those who did not go to Salt Lake are in the Reorganized C hurch today.

Many of theReorganized Church have wondered why | have stood apart from them. Brethren, I here
will tell you why. God commanded me by his own voice to stand apart from you. Many of you think
that | have desire to lead --to lead a church that believe asl| do. I have no such desire. A one-man leader
to the church is not the teachings of Christ. After Brother Joseph was killed, many came to me and
importuned me to come out and be their leader; but | refused. With these statements, so you will
understandme, | will proceed to show y ou how the headsof thechurch wentinto one error after another.
| followed them into many errorsin doctrine, which the Lord has since shown me, and which errors |
have confessed and repented of, and will speak of in this pamphlet.

I am not preaching self4justification from being in errors in doctrine in the past. It is since 1847 that



| have been shown all the errors into which I had followed the heads of the church, and that when God's
own due time came for building up the waste placesof Zion, the C hurch of C hrist must be established
on the teachingsof Christ, which teachingsin their purtiy arein thenew covenantof the Book of Morm on,
andcome forth to usto settle all disputationsabout doctrine, because many plain and precious things have
been taken from therecord ofthe Jews, and on all doctrinal points --order of the church offices, etc. --
we must rely upon it.

Christ commanded the Nephites to write his teachings, for they were to come down to us as the
fullness of his gospel to us.

And why is it? Oh, why is it that you will not take the words of Christ himself, and lay dow n your
contentionsand disputations, taking his plain, simple teachings which he has given us in that book? As
youknow, the teachings of Christ are the same inthe New Testament and in the Bookof Mormon; but on
account of theplain and preciousthingsbeing taken from the Bible, there isroom therein for disputations
on some doctrinal points; but the teachings of C hrist in the Book of Morm on are pure, plain, simple and
full. Christ chose “twelve” and called them disciples or elders, not apostles, and the “twelve” ordained
elders, priests, and teachers. These are all thespiritual officesin the Church of Christ, and their duties are
plainly given. The manner ofbaptism, and themanner of administering the flesh and blood of Christ,and
everything pertaining to the Church of Christ is plainly set forth in the fullness of the gospel, as I will
show you in this epistle.

Of course | do not mean to place one book ahead of the other. I am also called to bear witness that the
Bibleis true. The angel who declared unto us that theBook of Morm on was true, also declared unto us that
the Bible was true. They are both the word of God, and as it is pro phesied, they both shall be one.

Concerning the question of my authority to administer in the ordinances of the Church of Christ; |
have this to say ; As | have stated, | was called out to hold the authority that God gave to me. | am not
judging as to whose authority was good, or whose authority was not good. I am not judging as to any
man'sauthority now to act in the church he isin, he has auth ority to act in the church he isin: butthe
Lord hasmade it known to me thatno man has authority to act in “the Church of Christ,” without being
adopted therein according to the gospel of Christ.

| believe there are many honest hearts among all the orders of Latter Day Saints, and many in all
churches, and in the world, that will yet come to a know ledge of the truth. Many of you believe, that
because some ofthe spiritual giftsare with you, therefore you must bein thetruedoctrineof Christ; but
this does not follow . The “signs” are produ ced in a believer by his faith. Some of the signs havebeen with
all the factionswho believe the Bookof Mormon . If you have not charity, the signs will profity ou nothing.
Christ said, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then | will profess
unto them, | never knew you.” (Matt. vii:22-23.) No, brethren, do not think that because some of the
spiritual gifts are with a church, that that church cannot be in error by teaching more or less than the

doctrine of Christ.

Chapter 4

How The Church Was Established In The Beginning, And How They Drifted Into Error.

In June 1829, the translation of the Book of Morm on was finished. God gave it to us as his Holy Word,
and left us asmen to work out our own salvation and set in order the Church of Christ accordingto the
written word. He left usas men to receive of His Spirit as we walked worthy to receive it; and His Spirit
guides men into all truth; but the spirit of man guidesman into error. When God had given usthe Book
of Mormon, and a few revelations in 1829 by the same meansthat the Book was translated, commanding

ustorely uponthe written word in establishing the church, He did His part; and it left us to do our part



and to be guided by the Holy Ghost aswe walked worthy to receive. God works with men according to
their faith and obedience. H e has unchangeable spiritual laws which He cannot break; and H e could not
be so merciful as to give more of His Spirit to any man, than that man was worthy to receive by his faith
and obedience.

In the beginning we walked humble and worthy to receive agreat portion ofthe Spirit of God, and
we were guided rightly at first in establishing the Church, but we soon began to driftinto errors, because
we heeded our own desirestoo much, instead of relying solely upon God andbeingled entirely by His
Spirit. How easy it is for man to drift into errors, and think at the time that he isdoing God's will.
Brethren, few of us know how wily and cunning Satan works, and how easy a man can be deceived and
led into errors. Satan worksin many way s to lead the spiritual man into error step by step. | will state a
few facts concerning some of Brother Joseph's errorsin the beginning, also the errors of us all, in order
to show you these most important truths, vizz. How humble and contrite in heart a man must be to
receive revelations from God: and how very weak man is, and how liable to be led into error, thinking
at the time that he is doing God's will.

At times when Brother Joseph would attem pt to translate, he would look into the hat in which the
stone was placed, he found he w as spiritually blind and could not translate. He told us that his mind dwelt
too much on earthly things, and various causes would make him incapable of proceeding with the
translation. When in this condition he would go out and pray, and w hen he became sufficiently humble
before God, he could then proceed with the translation. Now we see how very strict theLord is, and how
he requires the heart of man to be just right in His sight, before he can receive revelation from him.

W hen the Book of Mormon was in the hands of the printer, more money was needed to finish the
printing of it. We were waiting on Martin Harris who was doing his best to sell a part of his farm, in
order to raise the necessary funds. A fteratime Hyrum Smith and others began to get impatient, thinking
that Martin was too slow and under transgression for not selling his land at once, even if at a great
sacrifice. Brother Hyrum thoughtthey should not wait any longer on Martin H arris, and that th e mo ney
should be raised in some other way. Brother Hyrum was vexed with Brother Martin, and thought they
should get the money by some means outside of him, and not let him have anything to do with the
publication of the Book, or receiving any of the profits thereof if any profits should accrue. H e was wrong
in thus judging Bro: Martin, because he was doingall he could toward selling his land. Brother Hyrum
said it had been suggested to him that some of the brethren might go to Toronto, Canada, and sell the
copyrightof the Book of Morm on for considerable money: and he persuaded Joseph to inquire ofthe Lord
aboutit. Joseph concluded to do so. He had not yet given up the stone. Joseph looked into the hat in
which he placed the stone, and received arevelation that some of the brethren should go to Toronto,
Canada, and that they would sell the copyright of the Book of Mormon. Hiram Page and Oliver
Cowdery went to Toronto on this mission, but they failed entirely to sell the copyright, returning
withoutany money. Joseph was at my father's housewhen they returned. I was there also, and am aneye
witness to these facts. Jacob W hitmer and John W hitmer were also present when Hiram Page and
Oliver Cowdery returned from Canada. Well, we wereall in great trouble; and we asked Joseph how
it was that he had received a revelation from the Lord for some brethren to go to Toronto and sell the
copyright, and the brethren had utterly failed in their undertaking. Joseph did not know how it was, so
he enquired of the Lord about it, and behold the following revelation came through the stone: “Some
revelationsare of God: some revelations areof men: and some revelations are of the devil.” So w e see that
the revelation to go to Toronto and sell the copyright was not of God, but was ofthe devil orof the heart
of man. Whenamanenquires of the Lord concerning a matter, if he is deceived by hisown carnal desires,
andisin error, he will receive an answer according to his erring heart, but it will not be a revelation from
the Lord. This was a lesson for our benefit and we should have profited by it in future more than we did.
Without much explanation you can see the error of Hyrum Smith in thinking evil of Martin Harris

without a cause, and desiring to leave him out in the publication of the Book; and also the error of



Brother Joseph in listening to the persuasionsof men andinquiring ofthe Lord to see if they might not
go to Toronto to sell the copy right of the Book of Morm on, when it was made known to Brother Joseph
that the will of the Lord was to have Martin Harris raise the m oney .

Remember this matter brethren;itisvery important. Fartheron lwill give you references ofscripture
on this point, showing that this is God's way of dealing with His people. Now isit wisdom to put your
trust in Joseph Smith, and believe all his revelations in the Doctrine and Cov enantsto be of God? Every
onewho does not desireto be of Paul, or of Apollos, or of Joseph, but desires to be of Christ will say th at
it is not wisdom to put our trust in him and believe his revelationsas if from God's own mouth! I will
say here, that I could tell you other false revelations that came through Brother Joseph as mouthpiece,
(not through the stone) but this will suffice. Many of Brother Joseph's revelations were never printed.
Therevelation to go to Canada waswritten down on paper, but was never printed. When BrotherJoseph
was humble he had the Spirit of God with him; but when he was not humble he did not have the Spirit.
Brother Joseph gave many true prophesies when he was hum ble before God: but this is no more than
many of theother brethren did. Brother Joseph's true prop hesies were alm ost all published, but those of
the other brethren were not. | could give y ou the names of many who gave great prop hesies which came
to pass. | will name a few: Brothers Ziba Peterson, Hiram Page, O liver Cowdery, Parley P. Pratt,
Orson Pratt, Peter Whitmer, Christian W hitmer, John W hitmer, myself and others had the gift of
prophesy. Hiram Page prophesied a few days before the stars fell in November, 1833, that the stars
wou ld fall from heaven and frighten many people. This prophesy was given in my presence. I could give
youmany instances of true prophesies which came through the above named brethren, but | desireto be
brief. 1 could also tell you of some false prophesieswhich some of them gave, when they were notliving
hum ble.

After the translation of the Book of Morm on was finished, early inthespring of 1830, before April6th,
Joseph gave thestone toOliver Cowdery and told me as well as the rest that he was through with it, and
he did not usethe stoneany more. He said he was through the work that God had given him the gift to
perform, except to preach the gospel. He told us that we would all have to depend on the Holy Ghost
hereafter to be guided into truth and obtain the will of the Lord. The revelations after this came through
Joseph as “mouth piece;” that is, he would enquire of the Lord, pray and ask concerning a matter, and
speak out the revelation, which he thought to be a revelation from the Lord; but sometimes he was
mistaken about it being the word of the Lord. As we have seen, some revelations are of God and some
arenot. In thismanner, through BrotherJoseph as “mouth piece” came every revelation to establish new
doctrines and offices which disagree with the New Covenantin the Book of Morm on and New Testament!
I would have you to remember this fact.

In June, 1829, the Lord called Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris, and myself as the three witnesses,
to behold the vision of the Angel, as recorded in the fore part of the Book of Mormon, and to bear
testimony to the world that the Book of Morm on is true. | was not called to bear testimony to the mission
of Brother Joseph Smith any farther than his work of translating the Book of Morm on, asyou can see by
reading the testimony of us three witnesses.

In this month | was baptized, confirmed, and ordained an Elder in the Church of Christ by Bro.
Joseph Smith. Previous to this, Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery had baptized, confirmed and
ordained each other to the office ofan Elder in the Church of Christ. Iwas the third person baptized into
the church. In August, 1829, we began to preach the gospel of Christ. The follow ing six Elders had then
been ordained: Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, Peter W hitmer, Samuel H. Smith, Hyrum Smith,and
myself. The Book of Morm on was still in the handsof the printer, but my brother, Christian Whitmer,
had copied from the manuscript the teachingsand doctrine of Christ, being the thingswhich we were
commanded to preach. We preached, baptized and confirm ed mem bers into the Church of Christ, from
August, 1829, until April 6th, 1830, being eight months in which time we had proceeded rightly; the
offices in the church being Elders, Priests and Teachers.



Now, when April 6, 1830, had come, we had then established three branches of the “Church of
Christ,” in which three brancheswere about seventy members: One branch was at Fayette, N.Y.; one
at Manchester, N.Y., and one at Colesville, Pa. It is all a mistake about the church being organized on
April 6, 1830, as | will show . We were as fully organized -- spiritually --before April 6th as we were on
that day. The reason why we met on that day was this; the world had been telling us that we were not
aregularly organized church, andwe had no right to officiate in the ordinan ce of marriage, hold church
property, etc., and that we should organize according to the law s of the land. On this account we met at
my father'shousein Fayette, N.Y., on April 6, 1830, to attend to thismatter of organizingaccording
to the laws of the land; you can see this from Sec. 17 Doctrine and Cov enan ts: the church was organized
on April 6th “agreeable to the laws of our country.”

It says after this, “by the will and commandments of God;” but this revelation came through Bro.
Joseph as “mouthpiece.” Now brethren, how can it be that the church was any more organized --
spiritually --on April 6th, than it was before that time? There were six eldersand about seventy members
before April 6th, and the same number of eldersand members after that day. We attended to our business
of organizing, according to the laws ofthe land, the church acknowledging six elders as their ministers;
besides, a few who had recently been baptized and not confirmed were confirmed on that day; some
blessings were pronounced, and we partook ofthe Lord's supper.

I do not consider that the church was any more organized or established in the eyes of God on that
day than it was previous to that day. | consider that on that day the first error was introduced into the
Church of Christ, and that error was Brother Joseph being ordained as “Prophet Seer and Revelator” to
the church.

The Holy Ghost was with us in more power during the eight months previousto April 6, 1830,
than ever at any time thereafter. Almost everyone who was baptized received the Holy Ghost in power,
some prophesying, some speaking in tongues, the heavens were opened to some, and all the signs which
Christ promised should follow the believerswere with us abundantly. We were an humble happy people,
and loved each other as brethren should love.

Just before April 6, 1830, some of the brethren began to think that the church should have a leader,
just like the children of Israel wanting aking. Brother Joseph finally inquired of the Lord about it. He
must have had a desire himself to be their leader, which desire in any form is not of God, for Christ said
“If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.” “He that would be great, let
him be your servant.” “For he that is least among you all, the same shall be great.” A true and humble
follow er of Christ will never have any desire to lead or befirst, or to seek the praise of men or brethren.
Desiring any prominence whatever isnot humility, but it is pride; it isseeking praise of mortals instead
ofthe praise ofGod. Joseph received a revelation that he should bethe leader; that he should be ordained
by Oliver Cowdery as “Prophet Seer and Revelator” to the church, and that the church should receive
hiswords asif from God's own mouth. Satan surely rejoiced on that day, for he then saw that in time he
could overthrow them. Remember, “Some revelations are of God, some revelations are of man, and some
revelations are of the devil.” God allowed them to be answered according to their erring desires. T hey
were like the children of Israel wanting a king, and God gave them a king, but it was to their final
destruction. He gave the church a leader, but itproved their destruction and final landing of the majority
of them in the Salt Lake valley in poly gamy, believing that their leader had received a revelation from
God to practice thisabomination. T his was the first error that crept into the church. N one of us detected
it then. We had all confidence in Brother Joseph, thinking that God had given him so great a gift as to
translate the Book of Mormon, that everything he would do must be right. This iswhat | thought about
it. You see how we trusted too much in man instead of going to God in humility, and to his written
word, to see if we were proceeding rightly. It grieves me much to think that was notmore careful, and
did not rely upon the teachings of Christ in the written w ord. But we were then young in years, and all

of uswere mere babes in Christ. Brother Joseph and myself were only twenty -five years of age.



Although Brother Joseph was in this high office, he was humble most of the time, and he and all of
us had the Spirit with us when we were humble, but as| have stated we did not have the Spirit with us
in pow er as a body after this, as we did before April 6, 1830. After Sydney Rigdon came into the church
--or in the spring of 1831 -- we began to make proselytes faster; but great numbers coming into the
church does not always signify greatspiritual prosperity. The people made light of thechurch in Noah's
time, there was only eight members in it, but it proved to be the true church.

I want the brethren to understand me concerning thiserror ofordaining Brother Joseph to that office
on April 6, 1830. Not at all do | mean to say that I believe the church w as then rejected of God. W hat
occured on that day was this: One of the elders of the church (Joseph) wasledinto agrievouserror; and
the mem bers acquiesced in it. In time it proved to be a most grievous error, being the cause ofthe trouble
which afterwards befel the people of God. They put their trust in Brother Joseph and received his
revelationsas iffrom God's own mouth. (Jer. xvii:5)“Thus saith the Lord: cursed be the man that trusteth
in man, and maketh flesh his arm; and w hose heart departeth from the Lord.” This has been the great
curse of thework of God in these last days. Nearly all of the church have continued to heed the words
of menas iffrom God's own mouth - following man into oneerrorin doctrineafter another -- from year
to year --even on dow n into the doctrine of polygamy.

When Christ came into the world, thedoctrine of aone man leader tothe church was not taught by
Him, and we are positively under Christ and his teachings in the written word. The Book of Morm on tells
us plainly that the words of Christ are tobe made known in the sealed records ofthe Nephites, and in the
record of the Jews: (the Bible) and this excludes the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. (1N ephi iii:43).
(Concerninga “Choice Seer,”who is to bring forth more of the words of Christ from the sealed records

of the Nephites, and convince and restore the Lamanites and the house of Israel. See chapter 10).

The next grievouserror which crept into the church was in ordaining high priestsin June,1831. This
error was introdu ced at the instigation of Sydney Rigdon. The office of high priests was never spoken
of, and never thought of being established in the church until Rigdon came in. Remember that we had
been preaching from August, 1829, until June, 1831 --almost tw o y ears - and had baptized about 2,000
membersinto theChurch of Christ,and had not onehigh priest. During1829, several times we were told
by BrotherJoseph that an elder w as the highest officein thechurch. In December, 1830, Sydney Rigdon
and Edward Partridge came from Kirtland, O hio, to Fayette, N.Y ., to see Brother Joseph, andin the
latter part ofthe winter they returned to Kirtland. In February, 1831, Brother Joseph came to Kirtland
where Rigdon was. Rigdon was athorough Biblescholar, aman offineeducation, and apowerful orator.
He soon w ork ed him self deep into Brother Joseph's affections, and had m ore influence over him than any
other man living. He was Brother Joseph's private counsellor, and his most intimate friend and brother
for some time after they met. Brother Joseph rejoiced, believing that the Lord had sent to him this great
and mighty man Sydney Rigdon, to help him in the work. Poor Brother Joseph! He was mistaken abou't
this, and likewise all of the brethren were mistaken; for we thought at that time just as Brother Joseph
did about it. Butalas!inafew years we found out different. Sydney Rigdon was the cause of almost all
theerrors which were introduced whilehe wasin thechurch. I believe Rigdon to havebeen theinstigator
ofthesecretorganizationknow as the “Dan ites” which was formed in Far W est Missouriin June, 18 38.
In Kirtland, Ohio, in1831, Rigdon would expound the Old Testamentscriptures ofthe Bibleand Book
of Mormon (in his way) to Joseph, concerning the priesthood, high priests, etc., and would persuade
Brother Joseph to inquire of the Lord about this doctrine and that doctrine, and of course arevelation
would always come just as they desired it. Rigdon finally persuaded Brother Joseph to believe that the
high priests which had such great power in ancient times, should be in the Church of Christ today. He
had Brother Joseph inquire of the Lord about it, and they received an answer according to their erring
desires. Remember that this revelation came like the one to ordain Brother Joseph “Prophet Seer and

Revelator”to the church --through BrotherJoseph asmouthpiece, and not through the stone. R emem ber



also that “some revelationsare of God; some revelationsareof man; andsomerevelationsare of the devil.”

False spirits, which come as an Angel of Light, are abroad in the earth to deceive, if it were possible,
the very elect. Thosewhom Satan can deceive and lead into error he deceives. Now do not understand
me to say that I think a man who is deceived about high priestsbeing in the church is going to lose his
soul. I am not judging -- God is the judge. But if God did not mean for this order of high priests to be
ordained in the Church of Christ, itis a serious error to have added that ofice to the Church. If God did
not mean for Brother Joseph to set himself up as Seer to the church, and the church to receive his
revelationsas iffrom God's own mouth, I tell you brethren it isa most seriouserror. If you are in error
on the gathering of Israel and building the city New Jerusalem, (andyou are in error), it isa seriouserror;
and likew ise the other doctrines of error which are taught in the Book of Doctrines and Covenan ts.

In thismanner the revelations came through Brother Joseph as mouthpiece from time totime. Brother
Joseph would listen to the persuasionsof men, andinquire of the Lord concerning the different things,
and the revelationswould come just as they desired and thought in their hearts.

In another part of thispamphlet I devotea chapter to the subject of High Priests. I will remark here,
that in that chapter | give you the solemn news --at least, news to many of you -- that w hen the first high
priestswere ordained at Kirtland, Ohio, in June 1831, the devilcaught and bound two of the high priests
as soon as they were ordained. Harvey W hitlock, who the devil caught, boundand twisted his face into
demon-like shape, also John Murdock, who the devil bound so he could not speak. T hus showing that
God's displeasure was upon their works when they ordained the first high priests in the church. None
of the brethren understood this fact then. We still thought that anything Brother Joseph and Sidney
Rigdon would do, must be al right and according to the will and mind of the Lord. The whole church
acquieced in the error of ordaining high priests. Marvel not that we began to be led in toerrorso soon;
thechildren of Israel wentinto gross erro in forty days, following Aaron while Moses was in the mount.

I desireto say a few words here concerning prophets falling into error. Solomon, David, Saul, U zziah
and many great and gifted prophetsin Israel fell into grosserror, and some of them into crime. Paul said
he kept his body under subjection, lest he should become a castaway, after having preached to others.
Many of the Latter Day Saints believe that it isimpossible for Brother Joseph to have fallen. | will give
you some evidence upon this matter which I suppose you wiill certainly accept, showing that Brother
Joseph belon ged to the class of men who could fall into error and blindness. From the following you will
seethat Brother Joseph belonged to th e weakest class — the class that were very liable to fall. | quotefrom
arevelation which came through the stone, July, 1828. Itis arevelation to BrotherJoseph, chastising him
forhis errorsafter he had commenced totranslate the Book of Morm on, telling him how often he had erred
and transgressed the commandmantsand the laws of God; telling him that if he was not aware, he would
fall, and have his gift to translate taken from him. Also telling him, that although a man may have
revelations, and have power to do many mighty works, yet, ifhe boastsin hisown strength, etc., he must
fall. “Remem ber, remember, that it is not the work of God that is frustrated, but the work of men: for
although a man may have many revelations, and have pow er to do many mighty works, yet, if he boasts
in his own strength, and setsat naught thecounsels of God, and follows after the dictates of his own wiill
and carnal desires, He must falland incur the vengeance of a just God upon him. Behold, y ou have been
entrusted with these things, but how strict were your commandments; and remember, also, the promises
which were made to you, ifyou did not trangressthem, and behold, how oft have you trangressed the
commandmentsand the laws of God, and havegoneon in thepersuasionsof men; * * * Behold thou art
Joseph, and thou wast chosen to do the work of the Lord, (was given a gift to translate the Book) but
because of transgression, if thou are not aware, thou wilt fall, but remember God is merciful: * * * * *
thou hast suffered the council of thy Director to be trampled upon from the beginning.” So we see that
Brother Joseph was very weak and liable to fall, even while translating the Book, the time when he should
have been strong, because he was in constant communion with God. N ow if he was so weak and liable

to erratthattime, isitany wonder that he erred in 1830, and after that time? Of course not! Ah brethren,



great arethemysteriesofGod!H is waysarenot man‘'sways. Hechooses theweak thingsofearth -- weak
men -- so that man should not put his trust in man and make flesh his arm, but put his trustin God only,
and rely upon that which is written. G od put man on the earth to be a free agentunto himself, to cho ose
and discern between good and evil, between truth and error in doctrine. Itis necessary for man to be
tempted and tried in every way conceivable, in order for him to prove himself, and overcome every snare,
device, and stumblingblock of satan, to fit him for a higher state of happiness hereafter. You know the
Scriptures teach that Satan's devices may appear as an Angel of Light; for instance, a false doctrine being
revealed to a prophet who gives itto a church as if it came from God. When the devices of Satan do
appear in this way, every man who is not living sufficiently hum ble tohave agood portion of God's Spirit
to detect the error, is led into believing it: and it is justice in God's wisdom that he should be thus led,
because of hisnot living as he should live so asto have more of the Holy Ghost.

Now you have thought that because Brother Joseph was given a gift to translate the Book, that he
could not fall into error; and you worship and givecredit to the man, when all the credit is due to God.
You should think of this matter. Brother Joseph did not write a word of the Book of Mormon ; it was
already written by holy men of God who dwelt upon this land. God gave to Brother Joseph the gift to
seethe sentences in English, when helooked into the hat in w hich was placed the stone. Oliver Cowdery
has the same gift at one time. Now when we look at it aright, the fact of Brother Joseph having the gift
to translate the Book, isthat any reason why you should put any more trust in him than any other man?
Notat all. Is that any reason w hy he should be a man who could not fall? Not at all. As you see from
what the Lord told him, he was very w eak man, and liable to fall even while translating the Book. “How
oft haveyou transgressed the commandments and thelaws of God, and havegoneon in the persuasions
of men. * * * [fthou art not aware thou wilt fall. * * * Thou hast suffered the counsel ofthy Director to
be trampled upon from the beginning. * * * Thou wilt again be called to the work; and except thou do
this (repent) thou shalt be delivered up and become as other men, and have no more gift.” (To translate.)
I give you my testimony that the Lord had to chastise Brother Joseph time and again, asa father would
adisobedient child, to help him through the translation of the Book. God know s that 1 do not mean to
persecute Brother Joseph. As | have said, | loved him. I am not crying him down or preaching
self-righteou sness, but I desireto get you to com prehend the sin of trusting in an arm of flesh, by receiving
Brother Joseph's revelations asif they were from God's own mouth, w hen som e of his revelation s conflict
with the teachings of Christ in the two sacred books. I tell you brethren, you are trusting in an arm of
flesh and being in blindness you cannot see it.

I will now passover a recital of the errors which came into the church by revelation from time to
time, and speak of them hereafter. | desire to speak here on the subject of polygamy. A few yearsago |
had doubts in regardto BrotherJoseph's connection with the Spiritual Wife doctrine, but I have recently
seen Vol. I, No. 1, of the old Latter Day Saints Herald, which has settled this matter in my mind. The great
majority of the Reorganized Church do not believe that Brother Joseph received the revelation on
polygamy. | will say to them, that on their account it is with reluctance that | speak upon this subject;
but on account of the honest in heart who have not yet read and believed the Book of Mormon, it isnot
with reluctance that | speak of it. | believe that this matter of poly gamy is today the great stum blingblock
to many who w ould acceptthe Book of Morm on, but they cannotunderstand how the Book could be true,
if Joseph Smith received that revelation on polygamy. T he fact cannot be denied that the world (with
very few exceptionsoutsideof theReorganized Church) believesfirmly that Brother Joseph received that
revelation, or that he taught and practiced polygamy near the close of his life in Nauvoo. Now, on
account of honest enquirers as to the truth of the Bookof Mormon, it is necessary that | speak upon this
matter. | am constantly receiving letters of inquiry asto my belief and know ledge concerning thequestion
of polygamy. | have also another important reason for speaking on this subject: There are false doctrin es
of importance in the book of Doctrine and Cov enants, and | desire to prove them false doctrines, and get

youto lay them aside and believe only what Christ taught and meant for us to believe. This was Christ's



mission into the world. It is the mission of all the servantsof God; to root out all false doctrine anderror.
So do not think that I mean to persecute you, or that | am striving for the mastery.

If Brother Joseph received therevelation on poly gamy and gave it to the church, the book of Doctrine
and Covenants must be laid dow n, because the commandment is, “His word ye shall receive as if from
mine (God's) ow nmouth.” Then you must receive the revelation on poly gamy, or else you m ust lay aside
the Doctrine and Cov enan ts:

For his word (all of his word) ye shall receive asif from God's own mouth.

I now have as much evidence to believe that Brother Joseph received therevelation on polygamy and
gave it to the church, as | have to believe that such a man as George Washington ever lived. | never saw
General W ashington, but from reliable testimony | believe that he did live.

I have the evidence regarding this revelation, that is recorded in Vol. 1, No. 1, Latter Day Saint's
Herald; beingevidence from your own side, which you are bound to accept. It is the evidence of some of
the leaders of the Reorganization in the beginning, some of whom were with BrotherJoseph in Nauvoo
up to thetime of hisdeath. These articles appeared in the first num ber that was ever printed of the Saint's
Herald. This number of the Herald is very scarce now : they seem to have been hid away and destroyed.
I see that when the Reorganized Church was established, the fact that Joseph received this revelation was
then known and acknow ledged in editorials in the Herald. The reason why these articleswere written in
the Herald, was to explain why the Reorganized C hurch rejected the revelation received by Brother
Joseph on polygamy, and to explain that he repented of his connection with poly gamy just previous to
this death.

Astime rolledon, many of the Reorganized saw that to contin ue to ackow ledged that Brother Joseph
received this revelation, would bring bitter persecutionupon themselves, asthe public feeling at that time
was very bitter. Will God approve of achurch being built up upon representations of theinnocence of
Joseph Smith regarding polygamy, if heisnot innocent in matter? Nay, verily! And I tell you that the
efforts of the Reorganized Church in this regard havenot been acceptable to God! He does notwant any
truth covered up. The inspired writers did not try to hide the polygamy of David and Solomon. Their
transgressionsdo not make the Psalms and Proverbs untrue. God doesnot want any one in the church
whose faith is so weak that he stum bles because of the trangressions of any man or men. Our faith and
trust must be in God, and not in any man! | hope you understand this. It is the secret of your trouble. All
ofyou believe therevelations of Joseph Smith as ifthey were from the mouth of God. You should have
acknow ledged belief in the errors of Joseph Smith, and not tried to hide them when there is so much
evidence by the scriptures to make his question very clear to any one. T he leaders of the Reorganized
Church, after time, began to suppress their opinions concerning this matter. They would answer the
question when asked about it, “I do not know w hether Joseph Smith received that revelation or not.”
This was a truthful but evasive answer, as it was not a matter of knowledge, except with a few. All, or
nearly all, ofthe pioneers of the Reorganization who were livingin Nauvooin 1843 and 1844 have now
passed away, and you see what time hasdone in this regard. Today nearly all of the Reorganization do
not believe that Brother Joseph received that revelation on poly gamy, ever had any connection whatever
with the doctrine of poly gamy, openly and firmly denying this fact; some through ignorance, and some
who should not be so ignorant about this matter. They charge it allto Brigham Young. Now, all honest
menwill understand, after they haveread thispamphlet through, that I am doing God's will in bringing
the truth to light concerningthe errors of Brother Joseph. They will seethat it isnecessary, as heis the
man who introduced many doctrines of error into the Church of Christ; and hiserrors must be made
manifest and the truth brought to light, in order that all Latter Day Saints shall cease to put their trust
in this man, believing his doctrines as ifthey were from the mouth of God.

I goute from Volume 1, Number 1, of The True Latter Day Saints Herald, page 24, from an article
written by Isaac Sheen, who was a leader in establishing the Reorganization. “The Salt Lake apostles also

excuse themselves by saying that Joseph Smith taught the spiritual wife doctrine, but this excuse is as



weak as theirexcuse concerning the ancient kings and patriachs. Joseph Smithrepented of hisconnection
with this doctrine,and said thatit was of the devil. He caused the revelation on that subject to be burned,
and when he voluntarily came to Nauvoo and resigned himself into the arms of hisenemies he said that
he was going to Carthage to die. At that time he also said that, if it had not been for that accursed
spiritual wife doctrine, he would not have come to that. By his conduct at that time he proved the
sincerity of his repentance, and of his profession asa prophet. If Abraham and Jacob by repentance can
obtain salvation and exaltation, so can Joseph Smith.” Here we have Isaac Sheen's testimony as foll ow s:
That Joseph Smith did not have connection with this spiritual wife doctrine; that he repented of it just
before his death, havingcome to the conclusion that the revelation was not of God, but wasof the devil;
and he caused the revelation to be burned. Brother Sheen does not state how long Brother Joseph had
connection with this doctrine, but of course we suppose from the time the revelation was given, July 12,
1843, until the time of his repentancejust before his death, in June,1844; at w hich time he concluded that
the revelation w as not of God, but was ofthe devil, and caused it to be burned, voluntarily giving himself
up to his enemies, saying he wasgoing to Carthage to die. I willnow quote from the same number of the
Herald, page 8. It is an editorial, being the second articlein the first number ofthe paper. This adulterous
spirit (poly gamy ) had captivated their hearts and they desired a licensefrom God to lead away captive the
fair daughters of His people, and in this state of mind they came to the Prophet Joseph (not Brigham
Young). Could the Lord do anything more or less than what Ezekiel hath prophesied (answer a prop het
accordingto hisiniquity). The Lord hath declared by Ezekiel what kind of an answer he would givethem,
therefore he answered them according to the multitude of their idols; (giving them an answer through
Joseph --the revelation on poly gamy ; and Joseph gavetherevelationtothem --the church). Paul had also
prophesied that for this cause God shall send them strongdelusion, that they shall believe a lie; that they
all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. Both these
prophecies agree. In Ezekiel'sprophecy the Lord also says, | will set my face against that man, and will
make him a sign and a proverb, and | will cut him off from the midst of my people; and ye shall know
that lamthe Lord. And if the prop het be deceived w hen he hath spoken a thing, Ithe Lord have deceived
that prop het (or, allow ed the prophet to be deceived because of hisiniquity --W), and | will stretch out
my hand upon him and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. And they shall bear the
punishment of their iniquity; the punishment of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that
seeketh unto him; that the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neither bepolluted any more
with all their transgressions; but that they may be my people, and | may be their God, saith the Lord
God. We have here the facts as they have transpired, and as they will continue to transpire in relation to
this subject. The death of the prophet is one fact that has been realized; although he abhorred and
repented of thisiniquity before hisdeath.

Here we have also the testimony of the editor of the Herald.

On page 22, in thesame number of the Herald, isan article of like testimony, by Wm. Marks, who,
as he states in his article, was Presiding Elder at Nauvoo in 1844, when Brother Joseph was killed, and
was with Brother Joseph up to his death. His testimony is the same as that given in the two foregoing
articles.

He statesthat Brother Joseph said to him just before his death, concerning polygamy as follows: He
(Joseph) said it eventually would prove the overthrow of the church, and we should soon be obliged to
leavethe United Statesunlessit could bespeedily put down. He was satisfied that it was a cursed doctrine,
and th at there must be every exertion made to put it down, etc.

The reader will please notice thisfact in regard to Wm. Marks statement; and that isthe time when
Brother Joseph told him that polygamy must be put down in the church. The time when Brother Joseph
said this to Wm. Marks, was just before his (Joseph's) death. Poly gamy had then been in the church
almost a year, and it was just before his death that Brother Joseph saw that polygamy was a cursed

doctrine, and repented of his connection w ith that doctrine -- believing then that the revelation was not



of God, but was of the devil --and he then caused the revelation to be burned.

The foregoing evidence issufficient to convince any one that Brother Joseph received therevelation
on polygamy; that he gave the doctrine to the church; that he had connection with this spiritual wife
doctrine himself; and afterwards became convinced that this revelation was of the devil, and repented of
thisiniquity just before his death.

Now brethren ofthe Reorganization, you must acceptthis revelation on polygamy, or else y ou must
lay aside the book of Doctrine and Cov enants; for the commandment is, His word y e shall receive asif
from God's own mouth. Words would notcome from God to practice polygamy, and after his people
had practiced it for some time, then the word come that the revelation was of the Devil, and to repent of
it. Se we see that the commandment to receive Brother Joseph's words as if from God's own mouth was
false. Now , thiscommandmentisinthe revelationgiven April 6, 1830, the revelation for Brother Joseph
to be ordained Seer to the Church. Now, can you not see that this revelation for Brother Joseph to be
ordained Seer to the Church was false? Of course it was. There isno doubt about it. Some revelations are
of God; some revelations are of man; and some revelations are of the Devil. T his is what God gave us
through the stone in 1829 as | have before stated, for a warning to us all. T he revelation given through
Brother Joseph as mouthpiece on April 6,1830, that heshould beordainedSeer to the Church, after God
had commanded him that He would grant him no other gift but to translate the Book of Mormon, | give
you my testimony brethren that this revelation is not of God.

Now, how can you place full confidence in the revelations in the book of Doctrine and Cov enan ts?

Why, oh!why isit that you will continue to trustin an arm of flesh? Why will you cling to Joseph
Smith, who was only a man, and believe all his revelations as if they were from God's own mouth?
Joseph Smith cannot save you in eternity! Cease to trust in him or in any other man; turn away from
manentirely, and do notconsider any man, but look to God and to his written word, for BY IT shall you
be judged at the last day, and not by the book of Doctrine and Cov enan ts.

If Christ did not mean for Brother Joseph to be ordained a Seer to the church, it is amost serious
error. IfChrist did not mean for three first presidents to be ordained in his church, it isa most serious
error to have ordained them. If Christ did not mean for high prieststo be ordained in hischurch, itisa
most seriouserror to have ordained them. IfChrist did not mean for the doctrine of baptism for thedead
to be an ordinance in his church, it is a serious error. If you are in error concerning the gathering and
building the city New Jerusalem, it isa serious error. If Christ did not mean for them to change the name
which he gave the church in 1829, it is aseriouserror; and likewise other errors taught in the book of
Doctrine and Cov enan ts; as the doctrine of revenge --cursing one's enemiesin the name of the Lord; etc.
For the Salt Lake church, I will also add, the doctrine of polygamy and other doctrines which are not to
be foundin the teachingsof Christ. So you seethat if you are in error in taking the book of Doctrine and
Covenantsasthe law of Godto thechurch, you are in many grave and serious errors. The object of this
epistleis to show you that you are in serious error in takingthat book asa law of God to the church; and
that God's law is all contained in the written word -- the Bible and the Book of Mormon.

Concerning the matter, if Joseph Smith received the revelation on polygamy, how can the Bookof
Mormon betrue? | must say thatall who stumble because of the errors of Joseph Smith, are weak indeed.
Itisonthisaccount, and on account of the transgressions of some who have believed the Book of Morm on,
that the world will not read and investigateas to the truth ofthat book, which claims to be the word of
God to thisgeneration. Allthosewho rejectitonthisaccountshouldalsoreject the Psalmsand Proverbs,
because of David and Solomon's connection with poly gamy . In the first place, the revelation on poly gamy
did not come by the same means as did the Book of Mormon. The Book of Morm on was translated from
golden plates by the gift and power of God, by means prepared of God — the stone of which I have
spoken. Soon after Brother Joseph finished the translation, he gave up the stone, and all hisrevelations

after that --includingtheoneon poly gamy --he gave by his own mouth. Therevelation on poly gamy was



given fourteen y ears after the translation of the Book of Mormon, and after Brother Joseph had drifted into
error and blindness. As | have stated, the scriptures are plain concerning the matter of aprophet or any
man once chosen of God, being afterwards deceived and led into error.

When a prophet,or any other man, pray s to God and ask s wisdom concerning a m atter, his conscience
will reveal an answer to him just according to the desires of his heart. If his desiresare in any way carnal,
he being deceived , an answer will be revealed to him accordingly; and he will think it is the revealed will
of God. Satan revealshis will to a man, mixed with much truth and scripture in order to deceive him, and
makes it appear as an Angel of Light. (2 Corinthians xi:14.,) And no marvel; for Satan himself is
transformed into an Angel of Light. This isa mystery to a great many people, but only to those who are
weak and have need of milk that they may grow in spiritual know ledge to understand the word of God.
It is Satan who deceives the man, but God permits it because of the wicked desires of the man, and it is
right and justice in God's wisdom to perm it the persistent transgressor to be led off and deceived by a
delusive false doctrine. Paul, in 2 T hess. ii:11, says: And for this cause God shall snd them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie. W hy would God do this? Verses 10 and 12 give the reason why;
because they received not the love of thetruth. * * * because they believed not the truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness. In Isaiah Ixvi:2-4,the Lord says: But to thisman will I look, even tohim that is poor
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. But to the people who have chosen their own ways,
and their soul delighteth in their abominations (polygamy), I will also choose their delusions. In Ezekiel
xiv:4-9 we read: Thus saith the Lord God; every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his
heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet, I, the
Lord, will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; that I may take the house of
Israel in their own heart.

Brother Joseph must have set up his idol in his heart, or he would not have prayed to the Lord to
know wherein David and Solomon were justified in polygamy, when God says in the Book of Morm on
that they were not justified in it; that it was abominable before Him. David, Solomon, Saul, and many
chosen men of God, afterw ards drifted into error and lost the spirit of God, and why not Joseph Smith?
Wi ill you answer? Was not Joseph Smith a man subject to like passions? Had you been with him as much
as | was, and knew him as | knew him, you would also know that he could fall into error and
transgression: but with all his weaknesses, | always did love him. No man was ever perfect but Christ.
Uzziah fell into the snare of Satan, through pride, after serving God in humility for fifty-two years, (2.
Chron. xxvi). “I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria.” (Jer. xxiii: 13). “I have seen in the prophets
a horrible thing,” (Jer. xxiii: 14). “The prophets prophesy falsely,” (Jer. v: 31). “For the sins of her
prophets, and the iniquities of her priests,” (Lam. iv: 13). “T hus saith the Lord, woe unto the foolish
prophets,” (Ezek. xiii: 3). There were many prophets and chosen men of God, who afterwards fell into
error, and who lost the Spirit of God, and produced false propheciesand revelations in the name of the
Lord. Why should any one refuse to investigate as to the truth of the Bookof Mormon, because Joseph
Smithwentinto error after being called of God to translate it? Kindreader, think of this, and beware how
you hastily condemn that book which I know to be the word of God; for his own voice and an angel
from heaven declared the truth of itunto me, and to tw o other witnesses who testified on th eir death bed
that it was true.You say that angels do not appear unto men in thesedays, but the Word of God says: Are
they notall ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? (Heb. i:
14.) There are now heirs of salvation upon earth, and I tell you of a truth that angels do minister unto
them in these days. | hope the reader now understands this matter, viz: that no one who is seeking for
truth honestly and without prejudice, will refuse to investigate the Book of Morm on because of Joseph
Smith’serrors. The teachings of the Book of Morm on are pure and holy, for it is the religion of Christ, set
forth in plainness and simplicity.

I desire to say a few w ords especially to the Latter Day Saints wh o believe in the doctrine of poly gamy .

Why itisthat you can put your trust in a man, and believe a revelation of histhat contradictsthe Word



of God in the Book of Mormon, is very strange indeed. The revelation on polygamy begins thus: “Verily,
thus saith the Lord unto you my servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have inquired of my hand, to
know wherein | the Lord, justified my servants Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; as also Moses, David and
Solomon, my servants astouching theprincipleand doctrine of their having m any wivesand concu bines:
* ** | will answer thee as touching this matter.” The Book of Mormon says (Jacob ii: 6): “David and
Solomon truly had many wives and concubines, which thing was ABOMINABLE before me, saith the
Lord.” Then David and Solomon's polygamy was a great sin and an abomination before God. Joseph
Smith's revelation says that itwas NOT a sin, for it says that God JU STIFIED David and Solomon in
it!

So you see that revelation is a plain contradiction of the W ord of God in the Book of Mormon. This
is plain enough for any one to see and understand. Can y ou not see that this revelation is not of God?
Why, oh why are you trusting in an arm of flesh? Again, the Book of Morm on says (page 116, Jacob ii:6),
“Hearken to the word of the Lord: for there shall notany man among you havesave itbe onewife:and
concubines he shall have none.” In the face of this, you are believing in a revelation purporting to come
from God, that He had changed and allowed his people to practice what He says is a sin and an
abomination in his sight! Verily, you know not God nor his ways! Again, did C hrist teach that a man is
exalted to the highest glory hereafter through the principle of polygamy ? Nay. The Bookof Mormon says
(1 Nephi iii:43), that all men must come to C hrist according to the words which shall be established by
the mouth of (Christ) the Lamb: and the words of the Lamb shall bemade known in therecords of thy
(Nephi's) seed, as well asin the records of the twelve apostles of the Lamb (the New Testament). The
revelations of Joseph Smith do not even claim to betranslated from the sealed records of the N ephites.
This alone should convince you that the revelation on poly gamy is not of God. T he scriptures say that
if an angel from heaven preach any other gospel than that preached by C hrist and his apostle, let him be
accursed!

In the revelation on polygamy, it says that Emma Smith -- Brother Joseph’s wife - must receive the
revelation to allow Brother Joseph to have more wives, or she shall be destroyed. But in less than a y ear
after giving this revelation, Brother Joseph himselfwas destroyed, and Emmalived for many years after.
I will quote it: “And let mine handmaid, Emma Smith, receive all those that have been given unto my
servant Joseph. * * * * And | command mine handmaid, Emma Smith, to abide and cleave unto my
servantJoseph, and to none else. But if she will not abide this comm andment she shall be destroyed.” You
are blinded and cannot understand the scriptures. Many prop hets of old were deceived by revelations
which they thought were of God, but were of Satan, given to deceive and blind them and the people
because of their iniquities. The decrees of God inthe Book of Morm on are; that ifhis people who live upon
this land obey the laws of God and the laws of the land, that they shall live in peace and prosperity; and
their enemies should not have power over them. My soul cries unto you, repent! repent! and goto God
in mighty prayer that he may open your hearts to see and understand that you aredeceived in believing
that the doctrine of polygamy isa revelation from God. | know there are many honest hearts among you,
and I pray to God continually for those, that their eyes may be opened to understand the truth asitis in
Christ.



Chapter 5

One Man To Lead And Receive RevelationsFor The Church, Not According To The Teachingsof
Christ.

When Christ came into the world, the doctrine ofa one-man leader to the church was not taught by him,
and we are under his teachings in the written word. In the old covenant in the Book of Mormon is a
prophecy thata Choice Seer isto com e forth -- of the seed of Joseph, of the seed of Lehi --who is to bring
forth the word of the Lord from the sealed records of the Nephites, and convince the Lamanites, and
restore them and the house of Israel; his work is not defined any farther than this. We suppose his work
will be defined in the records which he will hereafter bring forth. We are told in 2 N ephiii:17, Etheri:11,
that the sealed recordsare not to come forth in the days of wickedn ess and abom inati ons of the people.
Then the more wicked part of the people will be cut off before they are brought forth. It may be asit was
when Christ came to the people on this continent. We are told in Ether i:11, that the sealed recordsshall
not go forth unto the Gentiles until the day that they shall repent of their iniquity, and become clean
before the Lord, and have faith in him even asthe brother of Jared did. Again, it says this C hoice Seer will
do strictly accordingto the commandments of God. This means that he will be a holy man. W e have seen
from arevelation given to Brother Joseph, that he brok e the commandments of God from the beginning.
Now, as the wicked will be cut off, the people being clean before the Lord, and this Choice Seer being a
holy man, the peoplein this condition will be fitted to give heed to him, and they will not be led astray
by him, because the Word of God says so. At the present time we areunder the teachingsof Christ in the
written word, and his teachings to us, the Bookof Mormon plainly tells us, are to be made known in the
records of the Jews (the Bible), and the Nephite records. All men must come until him, or they cannot
be saved, AND THEY MUST COME ACCORDING TO THE WORDS WHICH SHALL BE
ESTABLISHED BY THE MOUTH OF THELAMB: AND THEWORDSOF THELAMBSHALL
BEMADEKNOWN IN THERECORDSOF THY SEED (THE NEPHITE RECORDS),AS WELL
ASIN THERECORDSOF THETWELVEAPOSTLES OF THELAMB (the Bible); wherefore they
both shall be established in one. (1 Nephi iii:43.) All men must come to Christ according to the words
which shall be established by Christ, AND HIS WORDS SHALL BE MADE KNOWN IN THE
NEPHITERECORDSAND THE BIBLE. So the book of Doctrine and Cov enan ts must be laid down.
Brethren, thisscriptureisvery plain, and | hope that none of you will attempt to wrest it to uphold the
book of Doctrine and Cov enants. Then let us heed only the teachings of Christ which we have, and discard
the teachings of Joseph Smith or any other man or angel w hich conflict with Christ s teachingsin the
Bible and Book or Mormon: and when more of the words of Christ come forth in the way that it is
appointed to come, from the sealed records, then we will heed it also.

There is nothing in the New Testament part of either the Bible or Book of Mormon concerning a
one-man leader or head to thechurch. Whoever claims that such an office should be in the church today,
goes beyond the teachings which Christ has given us. As | have stated, we werestrictly commandedin the
beginning to rely upon that which was written; and he who goes beyond that which was then written,
totherevelations ofJoseph Smith to establish any orderor doctrinein thechurch, must come under the
head of those whom Christ spoke of when he said, Whosoever teaches more or less, etc., is not of me.
This alone should satisfy anyone who is not trusting in an arm of flesh. Who was Prophet Seer and
Revelatorto the church at Jerusalem? They had none.Who wasProphet Seer and Revelator to the church
upon this land? They had none. And we had no such an office in the church in these last day s for the first
eight months of its existence, until Brother Joseph went into this error on April 6, 1830, and, after
unw ittingly breaking acommand of God by taking upon himself such an office, in a few years those
revelationswere changed to admit thishigh office,which otherwise would havecondem nedit. They were

changed to mean something entirely different from the way they were first given and printed in the Book



of Commandments; as if God had not thought of this great and important office when he gave those
revelations. Yet in the faceof the written word of God, and in the face of all this evidence, the majority
of the Latter Day Saints will still cling to the revelations ofJoseph Smith and measure the written word
of God by them, instead of measuring Joseph Smith and his revelations by the written word. Speaking
after the mannerofPaulto the Galatians, sosay 1toyou: O foolish Latter Day Saints* * * | marvel, that
ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ, unto another gospel; which is
not another, but the same gospel w hich some have perverted; and though we, or an angel from heaven,
or Joseph Smith, preach any other gospel unto you than that which Christ gave us in the beginning,
receive it not. (See Gal. i:6-9).

In the Church of Christ at Jerusalem, and upon this land, the membersall received the revealed will
of God for themselves, through the variousgifts ofthe Holy G host; by dreams, visions, the visitation of
Angels, the gift of prophecy, through themselves orany brother; andthe Holy G host that was in them
always discerning whether the revelation was of God or not. They had no Prophet Seer and Revelator to
gotowhen they desired to know the will ofthe Lordconcerningthem ;they went to the Lord themselves;
sometimes alone, and sometimes several of them together in fasting and prayer. Of course | believe that
God reveals his will to his servants in these last days, just as in days of old, but I believe in it according
to the scriptures ofdivine truth. In the Church upon the Eastern continent, after Christ had ascended to
HisFather'sthrone and left the work with his disciplesto carry on, they went to God for themselves,
each and all of them receiving the will of God by the various gifts of the Holy Ghost. Paul, Peter,
Barnabas, Philipand otherswent here and there preaching, every one receiving revelations from God for
themselves, by dreams, visions, the gift of prophecy, etc. They had no head of the C hurch on earth to go
to. Christ told them that the H oly G host -- the Com forter — that would abide with them and with all his
disciples, would guide them and lead them into all truth and show them things to come. If any man lacks
wisdom, and desires to know the will of the Lord concerning him self, let him ask of God for himself, not
ask of the Prophet Seer and Revelator to inquire of the Lord for him.

Just after Christ had established his church upon this land and ascended into heaven, there were
disputations amon g the N ephite brethren on one point; that was the name by which they must call the
church. The brethren did not go to aProphet Seer and Revelator to get him to inquire of the Lord about
this matter; C hrist had not so instructed them. They had no such an officer in the church. They went to
God in prayer and fasting, and received an answer to their prayers, and it was not through any head or
leader to the church, but C hrist him self.

Brethren,this high officeas you have it, is of far more im portance than any other office in thechurch.
Now do you not suppose that if Christ meant for such an office to be in the church today, that full
instructionswould have been given in histeachings about it? As you know we werecommanded in the
beginning to rely upon that which is written. Such an office in Christ steachings in either book is not
even mentioned; but |l need not rehearse the matter. | cannot make it any more plain. As I have said, you
havethe scripturesbefore you, and ify ou will wrest them it shall be toy our ow n destruction. This matter
of a one-man mouthpiece of God to the church, has proven the great curse of the work of God in these
last days. Itisthrough this instrumentality that Satan has many thousand souls deluded. A man w ho was
weak and unstable from the time G od called him, set himself up as Prophet and Seer to the church, and
the church to receive hiswords asif from God's own mouth. Such a thing is contrary to the Spirit and
truths of our Lord Jesus Christ. Look at the one hundred and fifty thousand deluded souls in Utah,
believingin a revelation given through this man that we are to exalted to the highest glory in the world
to come, through spiritual wifeism; also the twenty thousand or more soulswho are blinded to believe
in the revelationsof thisman who hasintroduceddoctrines into thechurch that conflictwith the written
word of God. As it wasin the days of ancient Israel and in the day s of the Apostles, so it is in this day.
Cursed be the man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the

Lord. Jer. xvii:5.



Chapter 6

The Doctrine of Christ All Contained in The Two Sacred Books.

Some of the Latter Day Saintshave claimedthat as theBook of Morm on is an abridgement of the Nephite
records, it does not contain allthe doctrine of C hrist, hence the need of the revelationsofJoseph Smith.
Allwho make this claim are in error, as C hrist himselfsays, (Nephi ix:11), that his doctrine is contained
in the Book of Morm on. In speaking of the Book of Morm on he says, that w hen these things shall be made
know n unto the Gentiles, that they might know of the true points of my doctrine. W e have also seein
the previous chapter, that the words and doctrine of Christ are to be made known in the Bible and in the
Nephite records. Now brethren, these scripturesare as plain ascan be; they needno commentsof mine
to mak e them any more plain. T he Doctrine and Covenantsdo not claim to have been translated from the
records of Nephi'sseed - the sealed records. This plain scriptu re should and will be sufficient to convince
any person without prejudice, that the Doctrine and Cov enantsshould bediscardedas alaw of God to the
church. The doctrine of Christ always was and will be the same. The Book of Mormon tells us that the
sealed records yet to come forth will con tain great mysteries of thingsthat are totranspire before the end
ofthe world; but thisis another thing outside of the gospel or doctrine of Christ. Paul says that if an angel
from heaven preach any other gospel unto you, let him be accursed. The teachings or doctrine of C hrist
as set forth in the Bookof Mormon are full and plain. M ormon say s, “and now there cannot be written in
this book even the hundredth part of the things which Jesus did truly teach the people.” Of course this
means all the words that Jesus taught or spoke to them, including the great my steries of things to take
placein the future, which mysteriesthe Lord forbade them to write. John also says of the things which
Jesus truly did and taught, thewhich, if they should bewritten every one, I suppose that even the world
itself could not contain the books that should be written.” (John xxi:25). But isany one so blind as to
understand from this langu age that the doctrine of Christ, or as we use the expression, the teachings of
Christ, are not contained in full in the Bible and in Book of Mormon? No spiritual man would so
inter pret this scripture.

In June, 1829, Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery and myself, receivedthiscommandmentthroughthe
stone, “Behold, I give unto you a commandment, that you rely upon the things which arewritten (then,
at that time, June, 1829), for in them are all things written concerning my church, my gospel, and my
rock.” This revelation reads this way today in the old Bookof Com mandm ents. Butthe Latter Day saints
changed it in 1834 to read different in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. The revelations received
through the stone in 1829, agree with the teachings of Christ in the Bible and Book of Mormon ; but in
order to support the errorswhich were afterwards introduced by men, some of the early revelations have
been changed and added to, as lwill show you in another chapter. In order to uphold these errors, your
leadersclaim that asthe Book of Morm on is an abridgement of the Nephite records, containing only a small
part of the things which Christ said and did, that it does not contain all the doctrines, law s, ordin ances
and officeswhich Christ meant to be in thechurch; therefore Brother Joseph's revelations are needed to
estab lish other doctrines, laws, ordinances and offices that Christ left out of the Book of Morm on and the
Bible, and out of the revelationswhen God first gave them in 1829. Oh the weakness and folly of man!
How any person can be so blind in the face of all this evidence, as to still uphold the Book of Doctrin e and
Cov enan ts, is more than | can understand. But there are none so blind asthose who will not see.

You have changed the revelations from the way they were first given and as they are today inthe Book
of Com mandments, to support the error of Brother Joseph in taking upon himselfthe office of Seer to the
church. You have changed the revelations to support the error of high priests. You have changed the
revelations to support the error of a President of the high priesthood, high counselors, etc. You have
altered the revelations to support you in going beyond the plain teachings of Christ in thenew covenant

part of the Book of Mormon. You have changed and altered the revelations to support the error of



publishing those revelationsin a book: the errorsyou are in, revelations have been changed to support
and uphold them. You who are now living did not change them, but you who strive to defend these
things, are as guilty in the sight of God as those who did change them.

As | have stated, | am called to bear testimony that the Bible, as well as the Book of Morm on, is true:
and no one should place the one book ahead of the other; they are one! The Book of Morm on tells us that
many plain thingshave been taken from the Bible, so that the Gentiles stumble and contend about the
true points of Christ's doctrine. It says that the Book of Mormon has been kept pure, and come forth pure
so as to make plain the doctrine of Christ; that we might know of the true points of his doctrine.

Is it not plain that we should rely upon it on all doctrinal points, and the order of offices in the
church? It certainly is, and thisis not placing it ahead of the Bible. The Bookof Mormon is full and plain
onthedoctrine of C hrist. Christchose “twelve”and called them disciples, or elders(not apostles); and the
“twelve” ordained elders, priests, and teachers. These are all the spiritual offices in the church: thatis, the
officerswho are ordained to officiate in spiritual ordinances; as baptism, laying on of hands for the gift
of the Holy Ghost; ordaining other officers, administering the Lord s supper, etc. T he office of aBishop
is to administer in temporal things. He is the business man of the church. The church has a right to
appoint officers who act in a temporal capacity; this is outside of the spiritual offices. We see that the
disciples at Jerusalem appointed temporal officers. Acts vi:2-3: Then the twelve called the multitude of the
disciples unto them, and said: It is notreason that we should leave the word of God and serve tables.
W herefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.” So they appointed the seven deacons.

“And God hath setsomein the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that
miracles, thengiftsofhealings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” (1 Cor. xii:28). The Latter Day
Saintsstumble over thispassage,and it isstrange thatthey do. Paul isnot referring here to all the officers
in the church. The office of an Elder is not named. He refers to miracles, gifts of healing, diversities of
tongues, and these are not officesin the Church. He isreferring here to the gifts, as you can see plainly
by reading the chapter. He says at the conclusion of this, in the thirtyfirst verse, “But covetearnestly the
best gifts.” In the New Testament it speaks of evangelists, pastors, teachers, helps, governments, etc. Are
we to suppose from this, that we are now to establish offices in the Church under th ose respective names
of helps, pastors, governments, etc.? Not at all. These names come to usthustranslated. Concerning the
spiritual offices in the church, Elders, Priests and Teachers, with their duties as given in the Book of
Mormon, they com prise the officers who are qualified to act in all spiritual m atters, and there is no need
of any more spiritual offices than these in the church, aswe can plainly see from the scriptures.

The Book of Mormon is full concerning all spiritual matters pertaining to the Church of Christ.
Instructionsare given asto the manner ofbaptism, laying on of hands, the manner ofadministering the
flesh and blood of Christ; that the church must meet together oft to fast and to pray and to speak
concerningthe welfare of oftheir souls; how the meeting should be conducted; how a backsliding mem ber
isto be tried, before the Elders by the testimony of three witnesses, and if they repented not, they were
to be cut off, etc., etc. It is all set forth therein in plainness, and we have no need of the Doctrine and
Cov enants or any other creed.

The twelve at Jerusalem are calledinthewritten word “Apostles.” They are apostlesbecause they were
special witn esses to the sufferingsof Christ, hisdeath, burialand resurrection:butthetwelvewhich C hrist
chose on this land are called disciples or elders, and are not once called apostles in the Book of Morm on.
In the revelation which came through the stone in June, 1829, to Oliver Cowdery and myself to search
out the twelve, they are also called disciples, and not apostles; and the revelation says “disciples” in the
Bookof Commandm ents today . But it has been changed in the Doctrine and Cov enan tsto read “apostles.”
The heading to this revelation in the Book of Commandmentssays: Making know n the calling of twelve
‘Disciples' in these last days. “In the Doctrines and Covenants to reads: “Making know n the calling of

twelve 'Apostles' in theselast days.” In 1 Nephi iii:26, where reference ismade to the twelve at Jer usalem



and the twelve upon this land, each twelve are called by their respective names: “Behold the twelve
'‘Disciples' of the Lamb, who are chosen to minister unto thy seed. And he (theangel)saidunto me, thou
remembereth the tw elve 'Ap ostles' of the Lam b? Behold they are they who shall judge the tw elve tribes
of Israel: wherefore, the twelve ministersof thy seed shall be judged of them. T he twelve on this land are
called disciples, and not in any place are they called apostles. W hen Christ was teaching the twelve on this
land, in giving them instructions He refersto the way His twelve apostles did at Jerusalem in the laying
on of hands, saying to them: For thus do mine apostles.”

In 1 Cor. xii:28, it says: “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets,”
etc. He did so, placing the twelve apostles first, which he chose at Jerusalem: they are tojudge the twelve
tribes of Israel, and they are to judge the twelve discipleswhom Christ chose on this land among the
Nephites. Therefore, we see from the written word that thereisonly one twelve who are called ap ostles,
and that they are placed first.

W hen it is God's own due time to gather up the scattered fragments of his kingdom w hich has been
laid wasteby men, then we suppose that God will place at the head ofhis church twelve disciples, but we
of the Church of Christ will not place them there, unless God so commands us. This is Gods' work and
notman'swork. We do not believe in twelve manm ade disciples.

I consider the Book of Doctrine and Covenants a creed of religious faith. You can see from the first
edition (Kirtland, 1835) that men, on the authority of other men, and no authority from God, arranged
theitems of the doctrine ofJesusChrist in that book, and in August, 1835, adopted it as the doctrine and
covenants of their faith by a unanimous vote ofthe high council, thus making it a law to the church for
the first time. To these proceedings | objected from the first, as I also did to changing the name of the
church. Why should they not have been satisfied with the way that God has arranged the items of his
doctrinein his Holy Word? W hat authority had they for making a creed? | will qu ote from the Kirtland
edition of the Book of Doctrine and Cov enants of 1835, and you can see for yourselves that what | say is
correct. Quotation from the preface: “We deem it to be unnecessary to entertain you with a lengthy
preface to the following volume, but merely to say that it contains in short the leading items of the
religion w hich we have professed to believe. The first part of the book will be found to contain a series
of lectures as delivered before a theological classin this place, and, in consequence oftheir embracing the
importantdoctrine of salvation, we have arranged them into the following work. * ** There may be an
aversion in the minds of some against receiving anything purporting to be articles of religious faith, in
consequence of there beingso many CREEDS now extant; but if men believe a system and profess that
it was given by inspiration, certainly the more intelligibly they can present it the better. * ** We have,
therefore, endeavored to present, though in few words, OU R belief, and, w hen w e say this, hum bly trust
the faith and principles of this society as a body.”

Where is their authority from God for making this creed, and making it a law to the church? | will
now quote from pages 255 and 256 of the same book: The assembly being duly organized, and, after
transacting certain businessofthe church, proceeded to appointacom mitteeto ARRANGETHEITEMS
OFDOCTRINE OFJESUSCHRIST. *** Theseitems are to be taken from the Bible, Book of Morm on,
andthe revelationswhich have been given to said church up to its date, or shall be until such arrangement
ismade. ** *W hereupon the High Council of Kirtland accepted andacknowledgedthem asthe doctrine
and covenantsof their faith by aunanimous vote.” It was here made a law to the church for the first time.
So we seethat their whole proceedingswere upon their ow n authority — upon the authority of men and
not God. Also, that the Doctrine and Covenantsis a creed, asmuch so as any sectarian creed.

Some of the Latter Day Saints claim that the Doctrine and Covenantsis one of the Books spoken of
in Nephi's vision, which he saw taken to the Lamanitesfrom the Gentiles. (1 Nephi iii:42.) How anyone
can so interpret thatscripture ismore than I can understand; because it says on the same page, that those
“Books” (records) contained the words that Christ spake unto the Nephites, which w ords should be hid

up, to come forthto the Gentiles, after the Nephites had dwindled in unbelief. Nephisaw “other Books”



taken to the Lamanites, after the Bible w as taken to them. The Book of Morm on isone of those books, but
the other isyet to come forth from the Nephite records, which are yet hid up and sealed. Itis to come
to the Gentiles, and they will carry it and the Book of Mormon to the Lamanites, to theconvincingof the
Gentiles, the Lamanites and the Jews. Now, how is it that any one can claim the Doctrine and Covenants
as being one ofthose “Books ?” The Bookof Doctrine and Covenantsitselfdoes not claim to be the words
of the Nephite record which arehid up. The Book of Morm on was translated from those records,and more
isyet to betranslated from them, but it will notcome forth in the days of wickedness (2 Nephi xi:17.
Ether i:11). I will quote the scripture relating to the “other Books” which Nephi saw in his vision. It is
very plain. (1 Nephiiii:41-42). The angel, talking to Nephi, says: “Behold, saith the Lamb, I will mani fest
my selfunto thy seed (the N ephites), that they shall write many things which I shall minister unto them,
which shall be plain and precious; and after thy seed shall be destroy ed and dw indle in unbelief, and also
the see of thy brethren; behold, these thingsshall be hid up, to come forth unto the Gentiles, by the gift
and power of the Lamb; and in them shall be written my gospel, saith the Lamb, and my rock and my
salvation; * * * * (same page) And it came to pass that | beheld the rem nant of the seed of my brethren
(the Lamanites), and also the Book of the Lamb of God, which had proceeded forth from the mouth of
the Jew (the Bible), that it came forth from the Gentiles, unto the remnant of the seed of my brethren;
and after it had come forth unto them (the Lamanites), Ibeheld OTHER BO OKS, which came forth by
the power of the Lamb, from the Gentiles unto them, unto the convincing of the Gentiles, and the
remnantof the seed of my brethren, and also the Jews, w ho w ere scattered upon all the face ofthe earth,”
etc.

Now brethren,words cannot be plainer than this scripture,and it show s that the Book of Doctrin e and
Covenantsis not one of those books. It is strange to me, why the heads of your church will attempt to
prove that the Book of Doctrine and Cov enantsis one of those books here spoken of, asthey are to come

from sealed records which are yet hid up.

Chapter 7

Relative To Publishing The Revelations.

Publishing the early revelations, or any of them, was contrary to the will of the Lord, as| will show you
from the revelations them selves. The revelations in the Bookof Commandmentsup to June, 1829, were
given through the “stone”, through which the Book of Mormon was translated. These are the only
revelationsthat can be relied upon, and they arenot law. The Lord told us not to teach them for doctrine;
they were given mostly to individuals, the personswhom God chose in commencing His work for their
individual instruction, and the church had noneed of them. They should have been kept with the sacred
papersand records ofthe church, and never published in a book to become public property for the eyes
of theworld. It was not necessary for the whole church to ever seethem. T he written word is full on all
matters pertaining to the Church of christ. Of course | believe in God revealing His will to H is servants
in these days, by the various giftsofthe Holy Ghost; but I believein it accordingto the Scriptures. In the
revelations themselves are positive commands to k eep these things from the world, that they are sacred,
etc. A revelation was given toOliver Cowdery in April, 1829, (Sec. v:11, 13),in which heistold that he
would be granted a gift “to translate even as my servant Joseph,” warning him as follows: “Remember,
itissacred, and cometh from above. * * * * Trifle not with sacred things. * * * * Make not thy gift known
unto any, saveit bethose who are of thy faith.” But they published these thingsin abook, and m ade them
known to the world!

In a revelation to Martin Harris (Sec. 18) concerning endless punishment, are these words: “And |

command you that you preach naught but repentance; and show not these things, neither speak these



things unto the world, for they cannot bear meat, but milk they must receive: w herefore, they must not
know these things, lest they perish.” This revelation reads as | have quoted it, in the Book of
Com mandments; but in the Doctrine and Covenants it has been changed to read thus: “Show not these
thingsunto the world, until it is wisdom in me.” The words, “until it is wisdom in me,” were added to
this revelation. You see they had to add thes words in order to publish the revelations. Judge for
yourselves, brethren: I will make no farther comm ents to m agnify the errors of the leaders of the church.
My policy throughout will be to speak of no more of their errors than is necessary in order to prove all
false doctrines as being false, and establishing the doctrine of Christ asit is set forth in the written word.

The main reason why the printing press was destroy ed, was because they published the Book of
Com mandments. It fell into the hands of the world, and the people of Jackson county, Missouri, saw
from the revelations that they were considered by the church as intruders upon the land of Zion, as
enemies to the church, and that they should be cut off out of the land of Zion and sent away. The people
seeingthese thingsinthe BookofCommandmentsbecame the more enraged, tore down the printing press,
and drove the church out of Jackson county. (See Doc. and C ov., Sections 52:9, 64 :7, 45 : 15.) W hich
isthe land ofyour inheritance. Which isnow the land of your enemies. And the rebellious shall be cut
offout ofthe land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall not inherit the land. “And now | say unto
you, keep these things from going abroad unto the world, until it is expedient in me, that ye may
accomplish this work in the ey es of the people, and in theeyes ofyour enemies, that they may not know
your works until ye haveaccom plished the thing which | have commanded you.” This issufficient. I will
quote no more to show you that the leadersmade a mistake in publishing the revelations in a book. It is
too plain. Brethren, does it not look strange that they should have been so blind as to go ahead and
publish these revelations in the face of this plain language to keep these things from the world? It surely
does look strange.

I will now tell you of a prophecy which the Lord gave through me to Brothers Joseph Smith and
Sydney Rigdon, of what should come to passif they printed those revelations. In the spring of 1832, in
Hiram, Ohio, BrothersJoseph and Sydney, and others, concluded that the revelations shou Ild be printed
in a book. A few of the brethren - including my self--objected to it seriously. We told them that if the
revelations were published, the world would get the books, and it wou ld not do; that it was not the will
of the Lord that the revelations should be published. But Brothers Joseph and Sydney would not listen
to us, and said they were going to send them to Independence to be published. | objected to it and
with stood Brothers Joseph and Sydney to the face. Brother Joseph said as follows:

“Any man who objectsto havingthese revelations published, shall have his part taken out of the T ree
of Life and out of the Holy City.” The Spirit of God came upon me and I prop hesied to them in the name
of the Lord: “That ifthey sent those revelations to Independence to be published in a book, the people
would come upon them and tear down the printing press, and the church would be driven outofJackson
county.” Brothers Joseph and Sydney laughed at me. Early in the spring of 1833, at Independen ce,
Mo., the revelations were printed in the Bookof Commandments. Many of the book s were finished and
distributed among the members of the church, and through some ofthe unwise brethren, the world got
hold of some of them. From that time the ill-feeling toward us began to increase; and in the summer of
1833 the mob came upon us, tore down the printingpress, and drove the church out of Jackson county.
BrothersJoseph and Sydney then saw that | did have some of the Spirit of God, after my prophecy had
been fulfilled. To show you that Brother Joseph and myself still loved each other as brethren after this,
I will tell y ou that he had so much confidencein me that in July, 1834, he ordained me his successor as
“Prophet Seer and Revelator” to the Church. He did thisof his own free will and not at any solicitation
whatever on my part. | did not know what he was going to do until he laid his hands upon me and
ordained me.

Now, bear in mind, brethren, that I am not claiming this office; as| havetold you, | do not believe

in any such an office in the church. | was then in error in believing that there was such an office in the



Church of Christ. | supposethisisnews to many of you --that Brother Joseph ordained me his successor
--butitisin your records, and there are men now living who w ere present in that council of elders w hen
he did it, in the camp of Zion, on Fishing River, Missouri, July, 1834.

This is why many of the brethren came to me after Brother Joseph was killed, and importuned me
to come out and lead the church. I refused to do so. Christ isthe only leader and head of his church.

Now, brethren, | will ask you to read the early revelations that were given through the stone, up to
June, 1829, and see if this matter is not just as | have told y ou; that they --or any other revelations --
should never have been published, thus necessarily becoming public property for the eyes of the world.
Also notice that they were given to individuals, to thosewhom God chose in commencing his work, for
their individual instruction, and were not given to the church, and the church had no need of them. In
theBookofDoctrine and Covenants they are sections 2 to 16, inclusive. The headings over sections 4 and
7 are not like they are in the Book of Comm andments, in w hich the headings show that they were also
given to individuals. Section 4 is arevelation given to Joseph Smith and Martin Harris. Section 7 is a
revelation given to Oliver Cowdery.

Now, bear in mind that these revelations were given through the “stone,” while the Book of Morm on
wasbeingtranslated. The revelationsinJune, 1829, were given about thetime thetranslation ofthe book
was finished. As I have stated before, Brother Joseph gave up the stone a few months after translating the
Bookof Mormon. You can see from the Bookof Doctrine and Covenan ts that the next revelation after June,
1829, isMarch,1830, a period of nine months, and we had been preaching since August, 1829. Now you
notice that w hen the revelations began to come again, at the end of this nine months (this time through
Brother Joseph as “mouthpiece”), they came thick and fast, and are ofa different character to those given
through the stone, which were given to individuals for their individual instruction in commencing the

work .

Chapter 8

The Changes And Additions To Some Of The Revelations.

Some of the revelations as they are now in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants have been changed and
added to. Some ofthe changesbeing ofthe greatest importanceas the meaning isentirely changed on some
very important matters; as if the Lord had changed his mind a few y ears after he gave the revelations, and
after having commanded his servants (as they claim) to print them in the “Boo k of Com mandm ents;” and
after giving his servants a revelation, being a preface until His Book of Commandments, which says:
“Behold, this ismine authority, and the authority of my servants,and my prefaceunto the Book of my
Com mandments, which | havegiven them to publish unto you, oh inhabitants of the earth.” Also in this
preface, “Behold, | am God, and have spoken it; these commandments are of me. Search these
commandments, for they are true and faithful.” The revelations were printed in the Book of
Com mandments correctly. This|l know, and will prove it toyou.

Theserevelations were arranged for publication by Brothers Joseph Smith, Sydney Rigdon, Orson
Hyde and others, in Hiram, Ohio, while | was there, were sent to Independen ce to be published, and
were printed just exactly as they were arranged by Brother Joseph and the others. And when the Bookof
Com mandm ents was printed, Joseph and the church received it as being printed correctly. This | know.
In the winter of 1834 they saw that some of the revelations in the Book of Com mandments had to be
changed, because theheads ofthe church had gone too far, and had done things in which they had already
goneahead of some of the formerrevelations. So the book of Doctrine and Cov enantswasprinted in 1835,
and some of the revelations changed and added to. By the providence of God | have one ofthe old Book

of Com mandments published in 1833. I will prove by arevelation in it, which is changed in the Doctrine



and Covenants, arevelation thatwas given through the “stone” and is true -- I will prove that God called
Brother Joseph to translate the Book of Morm on only, and that hewas notcalled to organize and estab lish
the church any more than the rest of us Elders. That God commanded him that he should pretend to no
other gift but to translate the Book of Morm on, that God would grant him no other gift.

I will also show by a revelation inthe Bookof Commandments --afterwards changed in the Doctrine
and Cov enants--that we were commanded torely upon the“thingswhich arewritten”in building up the
church; for “in them are all things written concerning my church, my gospel, and my rock. W herefore,
if you shall build up my church, my gospel, and my rock, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you.
But we did not rely upon the written word in building up the church; but Joseph went on in the
persuasionsof men,” --as hedid while translating, and heeded Rigdon who show ed him that high priests
and other offices should be added to elders, priestsand teachers;and sow e did not establish His (C hrist's)
church, His gospel and His rock, so the gates of hell did prevail against the church, and it finally landed
in Salt Lake in poly gamy.

I will also show you by a revelation in the Book of Commandments -- afterwards changed in the
Doctrine and Covenants --that we had no high priests, etc. in the beginning; as if God had organized his
church at first with elders, priests and teachers, and after we had preached almost two y ears, and had
baptized and confirmed about 2000 souls into the Church of Christ, then God concluded he had not
organized it right, and decided to put in high priests and other offices above the office of an elder. No
brethren -- God does notchange and work in any such manner. This is man‘swork. I will prove beyond
a doubt that every spiritual office added to the church which isnot according to the teachings of Christ
to the “twelve” on this land, is the work of man, and not the work of God.

I see that some of you claim that the same pow er which gave these revelations, had auth ority to change
them, and refer to Jer. xxxvi:32. By reading this passage you will see that the words w hich were added
were “like words;” words w hich conveyed the same meaning --were added to thatbook by Jeremiah w hen
he was writing it over again, because it had been burned in the fire by the king. Butthe words added to
thetwo former revelationsare not“lik e words,” asthey change and reverse the original meaning:as if God
had commanded Joseph to pretendto no other gift but to translate the Book of Mormon, that he would
“grant him no other gift,” and then afterwards God had changed his mind and concluded to grant him
another gift. God does not change and work in this manner. The way this revelation has been changed,
twenty -two words being added to it, it would appear that God had broken His word after giving His
word in plainness; commanding Brother Joseph to pretend to no other gift but to translate the Book of
Mormon, and then theLord had changedand concludedto grant Joseph the gift ofa Seer tothe Church.

This part of this revelation inthe Bookof Commandmentsreadsthus: “And he (Joseph) has a gift to
translate the Book and Ihavecommanded him thathe shall pretend to no other gift, for | will grant him
no other gift.”

But in the Doctrine and Cov enants it has been changed and readsthus:

“And you have agift to translate the plates, and this is the first gift that | bestowed upon you, and |
have commanded y ou that you should pretend to no other gift, until my purpose is fulled in this; for I
will grantunto you no other gift untilitis finished”.

May God have mercy on the heads of the church for their transgression is my prayer.

This revelation is Section 4, Doctrine and Covenants: Chap. 4, Bookof Commandments.

The nextim portant change | will speak of, ismadeinarevelation whichwasgiventoBrothersJoseph
Smith, Oliver Cowdery, and myselfin Fayette, New York, June, 1829. | was present w hen Brother
Joseph received it through the stone. It is Chapter 15 Book of Commandments, Sec. 16 Doctrine and
Covenants. In the Bookof Commandmentsit reads thus:

“Behold I give unto you a commandm ent, that you rely upon the things which are written; for in
them areall thingswritten,concerningmy church, my gospel, and my rock. W herefore ifyou shall build

up my church, and my gospel, and my rock, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you.”



Butin theBookofDoctrine and Covenantsit hasbeen changedand reads thus. “Behold Igive unto you
a commandment, that you rely upon the things which are written; for in them are all things written,
concerning'the foundation of' my church, my gospel,and my rock; wherefore, ifyou shall build up my
church 'upon the foundation of ' my gospel and my rock, the gates ofhell shall not prevail against you.”

The changein this revelation is of greatimportance;theword “them” refers to the plates --the Book
of Mormon: We were commanded to rely upon itin building up the church; that is, in establishing the
doctrine, the order of offices, etc.: “FORIN THEM AREALLTHINGSWRITTEN CONCERNING
MY CHURCH, my gospel, and my rock.” But this revelation has been changed by man to mean as
follows: That therein isnot all things written concerning the church, but only all things concerning “the
foundation of” the church --or the beginning ofthe church: that you must build up the church, beginning
according to the written word, and add new offices, new ordinances, and new doctrines as | (the Lord)
reveal them to you from year to year: As a Seer to the Church; High Priests; Three of the First
Presidency; Baptism for the Dead; Polygamy, etc., etc. When the Book of Doctrine and Covenants was
compiled in 1834, the church had then received many revelations to establish new offices and doctrines
that are not even mentioned in the New Covenant of either of the two sacred books. They changed this
revelation in order to sustain these new doctrines: If they had not made this change, the plain language
of theoriginal revelation w ould have condem ned the BookofDoctrine and Covenants. Iwant to repeat that
I was present when Brother Joseph received this revelation through the stone: Iam one of the personsto
whom it was given, therefore | know of a surety that it was changed w hen printed in the Doctrine and
Covenantsin1834. Likewise, concerning all these changes of which I will speak, | kn ow that these chan ges
were made. | was present when nearly all theearly revelationswere received. Thereare several of the old
Booksof Commandments yetin theland; bringthem to light and see foryourselvesthat these revelations
were changed justas| tell you.

These changes were made by the leaders of the church, who had drifted into error and spiritual
blindness. Through the influence of Sydney Rigdon, Brother Joseph was led on and on into receiving
revelations every year, to establish offices and doctrines which are not even mentioned in the teachings
of Christinthe writtenword. In a few yearsthey had gone away ahead of the w ritten word, so that they
had to change these revelations, as you will understand when | have finished.

The next important change | will notice, is in arevelation given to Martin Harris, March, 1830,
(Chap. 16 Book of Commandments, Sec.. 18 Doctrine and Covenan ts). In the Book of Commandments it
readsthus: “And | command you that you preach nought but repentance; and show not thesethings until
theworld, for they cannot bear meat, but milk they must receive: W herefore, they must notknow these
things lest they perish.”

Butin the Book of Doctrines and Covenants it has been changed and reads as follows:

“And | command you that you preach nought but repentance, and show not these thingsunto the
world, 'until it is wisdom in me,' etc.” The words “until it is wisdom in me” have been added.

As | have stated in the previous chapter, you can readily see why they made this change.

The next change of importance isin a revelation given in Fayette, New York, June, 1830. Itwas not
given through the stone. (Chap. 4., BookofCommandments, Sec. 17, Doctrine and Cov enan ts). The change
or addition to this revelation is of such abold character, that the compilers of the Bookof Doctrine and
Covenantsputitin that book withoutthe heading, whichisoveritin the BookofCommandments, which
heading shows it to be a revelation. They have put it in the Doctrine and Cov enantsas “Section 17,” but
it is a revelation. The old church papers speak of it as a revelation, and the heading in the Book of
Com mandments shows thatit isa revelation. | was present when Brother Joseph gave this revelation.

The heading over itin the Bookof Commandments is asfollows: “The Articlesand Covenants of the
Church of Christ, given in Fayette, New York, June, 1830.” Two paragraphs have been added to it,
havingbeen thrustintothe middle of it: Paragraphs 16and 17 is the part added, which part speaks ofhigh
priestsand other high offices that the church never knew of until almost tw o years after itsbeginning: As



if God had made amistake in thefirstorganization ofthe church, and left out these high im portant offices
which are all above an elder; and as if God had made a mistake and left these high offices out of that
revelation when it was first given. Oh the weaknessand blindness of man! This revelation as it isin the
Bookof Commandm ents, speaks of the duties of all the spiritual officersin the church; of elders, priests and
teachers; but does not mention a word about the office of high priest, president of the high priesthood,
high counselors, etc. The part added to thisrevelation was put there to give the duties of these high
officersin ordinations. | repeat that the church never heard of or thought of having in it any of these
offices until we moved to Kirtland, O hio, in thedays of Sidney Rigdon. The Church of Christ upon
either continent had no such officesin it, and Christ told us through the stone that he would establish his
church “LIKEUNTO THECHURCHWHICHWAS TAUGHTBY MY DISCIPLES INTHE DAYS
OF OLD.” * ** “If the people of this generation harden not their hearts.” (Chap. 4., Par. 5, Book of
Com m and m ents).

Now brethren, the Church of Christ of old had initonly elders, priests and teachers; but the C hurch
of Latter Day Saints, with its many new offices, doctrines, and ordinances which were notin the Church
of Christofold, isa very different church -- a different order throughout. This is plain to be seen. Why,
oh why will you continue to trust in the man who has erred and introduced doctrinesof error into the
Church of Christ? Why will you continue in blindness? But modern Israel isno better than ancient Israel.
Manwill not walk humbly before Godand abidein hisordinances, although he has given them his word
in great plainness. You are in spiritual blindnessand you know it not.

I will now quote the tw o paragraphs which have been added to the revelation above mentioned:

“No person isto be ordainedto any office in thischurch, where there is a regularly organized branch
of the same, without the vote of that church; but the presiding elders, travelin g bishops, high counselors,
high priests and elders, may have the privilege of ordaining, where thereisno branch of the church, that
a vote may be called. Every president ofthe high priesthood (or presiding elder), bishop, high counselor
and high priest, isto be ordained by the direction of a high council, or general conference.”

In all the teachings of Christ, these high offices are not even mentioned as being in the Church of
Christ.

There are other changes in this revelation, but this is the only change of importance.

The next change I will notice isone of importance. It isin Section 4, Doctrine and Cov enan ts: C hapter
4,Bookof Commandments. Half of a page has been left out of this revelation. | believe that the object of
those w ho left it out was to strike out the following words:

“And thus, if the people of this general harden not their hearts, lwill work areformation amongthem,
and I will putdownalllyings,etc., ** ** and | will establish my church, LIKEUNTO THECHURCH
WHICHWASTAUGHT BY MY DISCIPLES IN THE DAYSOF OLD.”

They knew that the order of officesin the C hurch of Latter Day Saints, was not like the order in the
Church of Christ of old; because the Church of Christ of old had in it only elders, priests and teachers:
so they left out this part of the revelation w hen they published the Book of Doctrine and Covenants.

There are many other changes in therevelations, but I will not take the spaceand time to speak of any
more of them.

Iwantto tell the brethren, thatw henthe BookofDoctrine and Covenantswas published, and presented
to the church assembly in Kirtland, Ohio, in August, 1835, as recorded in the old church papers, avery
few of the brethren then knew about most of the important changes that had been put in the book of
Doctrine and Covenants. In time itwas generally found out,and the result was that some of the members
left the church on account of it. A few members dissented from the church asearly as 1832, on account
of the spiritual blindness of some of the leaders. When it became generally known that these important
changes had been made in the Doctrine and Cov enants, many of the brethren objected seriously to it, but
they did not want to say much for the sake of peace, as it was Brother Joseph and the leaderswho did it.

The majority of themembers--poor weak souls--thoughtthat anything Brother Joseph would do, m ust



beall right; so in their blindness of heart, trustingin an arm of flesh, they looked over it and were led into
error, and finally all talk about it ceased. | was told that Sidney Rigdon was the cause of those changes
being made: by smooth talk he convinced Brother Joseph and that committee that it was all right.

The editors ofthe old church papers, “Evening and Morning Star” and “Messenger and Advocate,”admit
that some changes were made in som e of the revelations; that they added some itemsto some revelations,
from other revelations. Iwill not accuse those who did it of being fully aware of the grievous error they
were making when they added those items -- that is, m ade those changes; | would rather believe that they
were spiritually blinded when they did it: and that Satan deceived them, whispering to them that it was
all right and acceptable until God.

Some of the Latter Day Saints have claimed that God had the same right to authorize Brother Joseph
to add to any revelations certain w ords and facts, that He had to give him any revelations at all: but only
those who are trusting in an arm of flesh and are in spiritual blindness, would pretend to make this claim;
that God would give his servants some revelations, command them to publish them in His Book of
Commandments, and then authorize them to change and add to them some words which change and
reverse the original meaning: as if God had changed his mind after giving hisword. No brethren! God
does not changeand work inany such manner as this; all those who believe that God does work this way ,
my prayer for them is that they may repent, for they are in utter spiritual blindness.

I want to say a few words here in regard to section 17, in the Doctrine and Cov enan ts. This revelation
was published in the “Evening and Morning Star” in 1832, before the Book of Com mandments was
published, and was putin that paperas, “The Articlesand Covenants of the C hurch of C hrist, with a few
itemsfrom other revelations.” This revelation was received inJune, 1830, and th ese two paragraphswere
added in June, 1832, in that paper. Now | will explain why they did not print thisrevelation inthe Book
of Commandmentsin 1833, with these added parts in it. It is this: The heads of the church had not yet
become sufficiently blinded to change a revelation that was given in 1830, and print it changed in God's
Bookof Commandmentsin 1833. W. W. Phelpsisthe one who printed thisrevelation in that paper with
the “items” (Paragraphs 16 and 17), added to it; but when the heads of the church changed the name of
the church to “The C hurch of Latter Day Saints,” (leaving out the name of “Christ” entirely) when they
did this, and compiled the Doctrine and Covenantsin 1835, God had then given them over to blindness
of mind, and they could printthis revelation in God s bo ok, as also other revelations, changed and added
to with a clear conscience, as they did many other grievous things with a clear conscience after this,
thinking they were all right. I have no doubt that Brother Joseph thought his works up to the time of his
repentance just before his death, were acceptable to God. Poor Joseph! He was blinded and became
ensnared by proud, ambitious men. | labored hard with him to get him to see it -- from 1835 --and God
aloneknows the grief and sorrow I have had over it. | have been told that Joseph repented just before he
died. He is in the hands of a just God. If David of old could obtain salvation by repentance, so could
Brother Joseph Smith.

Chapter 9

High Priests

High Priests were only in the church before Christ; and to have this office in the Church of Christ isnot
accordingto the teachingsof Christin either of the sacred books: Christ himselfisour great and last High
Priest. Brethren --1 will tell you one thing which alone should settle this matterinyour minds;itisthis:
You cannot find in the New Testament part of the Bible or Book of Morm on where one single high priest
was ever in the C hurch of Christ. The office of an Elder is spoken of in many many places, but not one

word about aHigh Priestbeingin thechurch. Thisaloneshould convinceany one, and will convince any



one who is without prejudice, that the office of High Priests was established in the church almost two
years after its beginning by men w ho had drifted into error. You must admit that the church which was
to be established in this dispensation, must be “like unto the church which was taught by C hrist' s
disciples of old.” Then the C hurch of Latter Day Saintsisunlikethe Church of Christ ofold, because you
have the office of High Priestsin the church. The office of a High Priest as you have it, is of more
importance than the office of an Elder; then why is not something said about this high officebeing in the
Church which Christ came on earth to establish at Jerusalem and upon this land? W hy is there not
something said about this important office, and so much said about an Elder?

Brethren, it is strange - very strange - that you will continue to cling to the man, Joseph Smith, and
measure the written word of God by his revelations. So has it been in all ages past. You are in spiritual
blindness. Hearing ye shall hear and shall not understand; seeing ye shall see and not perceive. And this
too w hen C hrist has given us the Book of Morm on with the plain and preciousthings therein.

W hen Christ came into the world upon this land, Nephi was a great High Priest who had donemany
mighty works. Now Nephihad to lay downhisrobeofaHigh Priest just outside the door and come into
the Church of Christ by baptism, to the office of an Elder, and not once after thatis N ephi called a H igh
Priest. At this time the Church of Christ was established upon thisland. Christcomesinto theworld and
preachesto them as he had to those at Jerusalem, giving them instructions concerning his Church and the
New Covenant w hich he made with them, as he had with those on the eastern continent, telling them
they were no longer under the old law of Moses, but from that time were under him. He choosestwelve
disciples who were caled Elders, to minister unto that people, and after giving them full instructions
concerning the establishing of his church, he ascendsinto heaven. Elders, Priests and Teachers were
ordained in his church, and full instru ctions given con cernin g their duties. Christtold hisdisciples to write
his teachings, for they were to be hid up to come down to us as histeachings to us. Now this being the
case, why arenot some instructionsgiven in thenew covenant ofthat book concerningthe office of High
Priests? Of coursetherewas no such anofficein the Church of Christ upon this land, nor in the Church
of Christ upon the eastern continent, nor should there be such an office in the Church today. Itis a
grievous sin to have such an office in the church. Aswell mightyou add to the teachings of Christ --
circumcision --offering up the sacrifice of animals -- or break the ordinances of Christ in any other way
by going back to the old law of M oses.

Wewill now go tothe New Testament in the Bible. In no placetherein doesit mention one single H igh
Priest as being in the Church of Christ. High Priests are spoken of in Hebrews iv to ix, but only to
explain that Jesus C hrist isour great High Priest after the order of Melchisedec.” It speaks of High Priests
that offered up sacrificesunder the old law, showing that C hrist him self was after that order, but not once
does it speak o f the office of a High Priest continuing after Christ, except only in Christ himself; He being
“the Apostle and High Priest of our profession; * * * our great High Priest that has passed into the
heavens; * * * a Priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.” “ Seeing then that we have a great High
Priest (and the only one) * * * |et us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
etc.” This being the fulfillment of the old order of High Priests which wasa type of Christ' s order. Before
Christ, the people came to the High Priest for mercy and forgiveness, through him offering up sacrifices
fortheirsins; but now the people have the great High Priest even Jesus C hrist to go to that we may obtain
mercy and find grace to help in time of need:” He havin g offered up his body asacrifice forthe sins of the
world. “ And having an High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, etc.” This matter is plainly set forth in Hebrews, iv chapter.

Brethren, it is solemn mockery before God to have established in the church today this important
office of which Christ alone is worthy. The office of Elder is spoken of all through the New Testament as
beingin the church, but not one High Priest; then of course they had no High Priestsin the church upon
the eastern continent.

Now Brethren, seeing they had no High Priestsin the church of Christ ofold, and none in the church



of Christ in these last days until almost two y ears after itsbeginning --when the leadersbegan to drift into
error; remembering the fact of the revelation being changed two years after it was given to include High
Priests; taking these things into consideration, how is it that any one can say that the office of H igh Priest
should be in the church of Christ today? | can account for it only on the grounds of your spiritual
blindness. This matter is so plain and self-evident that any one should see and understand it. Brethren,
your blindness must be utter blindness. May God have mercy on you is my prayer.

In no placein the word of God does it say that an Elder is after the order of Melchisedec, or after the
order of the Melchisedec Priesthood. An Elder is after the or der of C hrist. This matter of priesthood, since
the day s of Sydney Rigdon, has been the great hobby and stumbling block of the Latter Day Saints.
Priesthood meansauthority; and authority is the word w e should use. I donot think the word priesthood
ismentioned in the New C ovenant of the Book of Mormon. Authority isthe word we used for the first
two years in the church - until Sydney Rigdon's days in Ohio. This matter of the two orders of
priesthood in theChurch of Christ,and lineal priesthood ofthe old law beingin the church, all originated
in the mind of Sydney Rigdon. He explained these thingsto Brother Joseph in his way, out of the old
Scriptures, and got Brother Joseph to inquire, etc. He would inquire, and as mouthpiece speak out the
revelationsjust asthey had it fixedup in their hearts. As | havesaid before, according to the desiresof the
heart, the inspiration comes, but it may be the spirit of man that gives it. How easily a man can receive
some other spirit, appearing as an A ngel of Light, believing at the time that he is giving the revealed will
of God; adoubt never entering his mind but w hat he is doing God's will. O f course | believe that Brother
Joseph gave every revelation -- including the one on poly gamy --in all good conscience before God. This
isthe way the High Priests and the priesthood as you have it, was introdu ced into the C hurch of C hrist
alm ost two years after its beginning and after we had baptized and confirmed about tw o thousand souls
into thechurch.

W hen the Church of Christ was established at Jerusalem, and upon thiscontinent, and in 1829, the
officerswhich wereto bein thechurch were madeknown atitsbeginning, andnottw oy ears afterwards.

In Kirtland, O hio, in June, 1831, at aconference of the church, the first High Priests were ordained
into the church. Brother Joseph ordained Lyman Wight, John Murdock, Harvey Whitlock, Hyrum
Smith, Reynolds Cahoon and othersto the office ofa High Priest. When they wereordained, right there
at the time, the devil caught and bound Harvey W hitlock so he could not speak, his face being twisted
into demon-like shape. Also John Murdock and others were caught by the devil in asimilar manner.
Now brethren, do you not see that the displeasure of the Lord w as upon their proceedings in ordaining
High Priests? O f course it was. These facts are recorded in the History of the Church -- written by my
brother, John W hitmer, who was the regularly appointed church historian. | was not at that conference,
being then in Hiram, which is near Kirtland, O hio. | also have the testimony of Harvey W hitlock
whom the devil caught and bound: also John W hitmer, who was present, and others who were present
at the time, so | know it is true. John W hitmer wrote this in the church history when he was in full
fellowship with the church. As a faithful historian he speaks of this matter, and tries to explain it away
by saying, “While the Lord poured out hisspirit, the devil took occasion to make his power known; he
bound Harvey W hitlock so that he could not speak, and otherswere affected, but the Lord showed to
Joseph the seer, the design of this thing: He commanded the devil in thename ofchrist and he departed
toourjoy and comfort.” It wasnot given to BrotherJohnnor any of them at that time to understand this
matter of the devil entering into the first High Prieststhat were ordained in the church. They were all
blind as to the design of that thing, and did not see what it meant. Of course it w as given to Brother
Joseph to cast the devil out, but what was the design of the devil entering into these men just as soon as
they were ordained thefirstHigh Priestsever ordainedin thechurch? O f course it was to show that G od'
ssoredispleasure was upon their erring works or ordaining High Priestsinto the Church of Christ. Any
spiritual man can see this. BrotherJohnwas himself ordained aHigh Priest at that time, so he was in error

and could not see it; but he saw it very clearly in 1848, when the Lord opened our eyes to see and



understand it. Prejudiced persons are blind and do not want to see and understand except their own
precon ceived way. There isnone so blind asthosewho will not see. In Brother John's history he speaks
of the Spirit of God being poured out in abundance upon that occasion, some seeing visions, etc., but
brethren,you will learn in the next world, if you do not know it already, that the devil can give visions,
appearingas an Angel of Light. Brother John givesan account of a prophecy uttered by Lyman Wight
just after Brother Joseph ordained him a High Priest, w hich prophecy will prove to be a false prop hecy.
Brother John's history of the church says as follows: “He (Joseph) laidhishandsupon Lyman Wight and
ordained him to the high priesthood after the holy order of God. And the spirit fell upon Lyman, and
he prophesied concerningthe coming of Christ. He said that there were some in this congregation that
should live until the Savior should descend from Heaven with a shout, with all the holy angelswith him,
etc.” The early future will determine as to w hether this prophecy was true or false.

Some of the brethren have gone outside of the written word of God, and accepted as evidence, histories
that were written 350 to 400 y ears after Christ, to prove that High Priests were in the C hurch of Christ..
This seems strange to me. T hey have quoted from the history of St. Jerome, who was Secretary to the
Pope at Rome, about382yearsafter Christ. | should not wonder if the apostolic church did have High
Priestsand many other offices and ordinances that were abominable before God, after they drifted into
error like the Latter Day Saints have. They have also quoted from Theodoret who died 457 years after
Christ. His writings extend from A. D. 325 to A. D. 429. My authority for the above is Lippincott’s
Biographical Dictionary. Now shall we tak e such evidence as thisto prove the office of High Priests being
in the church when it was in its purity, when the written word of God mentionsall the church officers
in many places and says nothing about a single High Priest? Nay verily. As for me, | must take the
Scriptures for my authority. I cannot understand how any person can claim that an im portant officelike
High Priestsshould be, or was in the Church of C hristw henitwas in the true faith, w hen nothing is said
in the scriptures about it. The Scriptures were given by inspiration of God: and do you suppose that God
wou ld leave out of hisword the great office of a High Priest, if they were to bein the Church of Christ?
Of course not. It is charging God foolishly to believe that he would leave out of his word this office or
any other office that heintended should be in hischurch.

Some of the brethren have referredto 1 Peter ii:59 and Rev. i:6 to prove that there were High Priests
in the Church of Christ, but theword High Priest isnot mentioned in either passage. T hese tw o passages
are all they have referred to in the whole of the New Testament, and no passage can be found in the New
Testament part of the Book of Morm on to refer to, because High Priestsare not even mentioned therein.
Intheabovetw o passagesthere isnoreference whateverto thisoffice. In1 Peterii:5, 9, Peter is addressing
the whole church, and says, “Ye also, as lively stonesare built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ; * * * * Ye are a chosen generation, a
roy al priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, etc.” How any person can pretend to claim that this
passage refers to the office of High Priest, is more than | can understand. If it does, then every mem ber
of the church holds this office, because Peter is addressing the whole church asyou can see from the first
of his epistle. Of course there is no reference made here to this office.

Rev. i:6 reads asfollows: “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sinsin hisown blood, and
hath made us kindsand priestsunto God and hisfather; to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen.” This hasno reference to the office ofa High Priest. It refers to the time when we will be inthe
Spirit, and can say as John then said, hebeingin the Spirit, unto Jesus Christ who hath redeemed usand
hath made us kings and priests unto God, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Some of the brethren have misunderstoodthe Old Testament part o f the Book of Morm on concerning
High Priests, and refer to Alma 9-6: Alma says, “T his high priesthood being after the order of his Son,
which order was from the foundation of theworld: or in other words, being without beginning ofdays
or end ofyears, being prepared from eternity to all eternity, according to his foreknow ledge ofall things.”

Here it isspeaking ofthe order of the High Priests before C hrist: their order bein g after the order of the



Son of God, and thisorder being without beginning of days or end of years, being prepared from eternity
to all eternity. This being C hrist's order, H e being from eternity to all eternity, has held this holy order
of priesthood from eternity and will hold it to all eternity. Those High Priestsbefore Christ came into
the world, held thisholy order of priesthood as a type of Christ's order; but when Christ came into the
world, he then claimed his own holy order of priesthood and power on earth, doing away with all ty pes
and shadows under the old law, himselfalone being our great and last High Priest unto whom we can go
to obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Brethren, | am constrained to say as Alma says at
his conclusion of this matter: He ends his writing in the tenth chapter, 2d paragraph, by these words:
“Now I need notrehearsethe matter;what | have said, may suffice. Behold, the scripturesare beforeyou;

if ye will wrest them it shall be to your own destruction.”

Chapter 10.

The Choice Seer.

As ancient Israel was in error in misinterpreting prophecy, so the Latter Day Saints are in error in
misinterpreting modern prophecy. As | have said, a distinction must be made between the gospel or
doctrineof C hrist,and prophecy. It is plain to be seen from the scriptures thatitisnot the Lord's purpose
to reveal prophecy in as great plainness as the gospel and doctrine of Christ. Scripture prophecy refersto
eventsthat areto transpirein the Lord's work; and it is not his purpose to reveal in plainness at thistime,
all the mysteriesand plansof hisgreat work among the children of men in the future. Such hasbeen the
case in all ages past. The prophecies to the Jews regarding the way in which Christ wasto come, were
obscure, and they were only understood by those who had the spirit to understand them. T hey could
have been written so plain that any person could understand them correctly ;butit wasnotGod's purpose
to do so. The Book of Mormon tells us that the book of prophecy of John's Revelation is hard to
understand, butwhen God's own due time comes, itis to be unfolded and made plain; but the gospel and
doctrine of Christ is so plain inthe New Covenant of the Book of Morm on, that a child can understand it.
Christ says, “And | give you these commandm ents, because of the disputations which have been among
you. And blessed are ye if ye have no disputationsamong you. Also, that you might know of the true
points of my (Christ's)doctrine,” (Nephi viii:9 and ix:11). But prophecy is another matter outside of the
gospel or doctrineof Christ; it can only be interpreted correctly by the enlightenment of the Holy Ghost.
Peter says, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy ; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, asunto
alightthatshinethinadarkplace, until the day dawn, and the day stararise iny our hearts.” (2 Peter i:19).
The day star means the Holy Ghost, by which prophecy can only be rightly understood.

The Latter Day Saintsare in error in believing that Joseph Smith was the Choice Seer spoken of in
2 Nephi ii.

I will show you that Brother Joseph could not have been this Choice Seer, because that Seer isto be
of the seed ofJoseph, (of Egypt) of the seed of Lehi, who is a descendant of Joseph, w hich Lehi came over
to this land from Jerusalem 600 yearsB.C.: The American Indians (the Lamanites) being the remnant of
that seed. To make it more plain, | will repeat the explanation given in Chapter iii. The man who is not
learned (in 2 Nephi xi:18) refersto Brother Joseph; But the Choice Seer (2 Nephi ii) is another man. He
isto come from the fruit of the loins of Joseph (of Egypt), that seed being the branch w hich was broken
off at Jerusalem, to whom this land was consecrated for their inheritan ce forever — being Lehi and his seed;
Lehi'sseed being Little Joseph, who received thisblessing from his father Lehi, that hisseed should not
utterly be destroy ed; for out of his seed which should not all be destroyed (the Indians), should come this
Choice Seer. Itis very plain to me. T his Seer isto come from the Lamanites, and Brother Joseph is not

of that seed. The name of that Seer will be Joseph, after Joseph of Egypt, and hisfather's name Joseph.



He is to translate sealed records yet to come forth. “And not to the bringing forth my word only, saith
the Lord, but to the convincing them of my word.” Brother Joseph never convinced a single Lamanite
that | ever heard of.

This Choice Seer is to convince the Lamanites in person, and do a great work among them (“his
brethren”) in person. It can plainly be seen by reading the two passagesreferred to, that “the man that is
not learned” is a different man from this Choice Seer. There is no identity between the two persons
referred to in these two passages. In one passage it calls the person referred to the man that is notlearned;
while in the other; the person referred to isa Choice Seer, who shall be great and mighty lik e unto M oses;
and the whole chapter is devoted to this Seer and to Moses. Some have confounded the men spoken of
in 2 Nephixi:17, 18, 19. A man, being the spirit of a just man m ade perfect, has a hand in bringing forth
the words of the Book of Mormon as well as Brother Joseph; and there isalso a time referred to in the
nineteenth paragraph that is yet in the future. We will now analyze this chapter (2 Nephi ii) concerning
the Choice Seer. It is plain to be seen that the w hole chapter refersto thisone Choice Seer and to M oses.
| see some of the Latter Day Saints have lately interpreted one mighty to arise from the Lamanites; this
isarecent interpretation they have put upon this chapter. A clause in the last part of the chapter makes
it very plain that the Choice Seer spoken of all through the chapter, is to come from the Lam anites. It is
very plain that the last part of the chapter (Par. 4) refers to this same Choice Seer. Lehi is making his
conclusion and closing remarks concerning his son’s (little Joseph’s) blessing; which blessing can be seen
inthefirstpartofthechapter, the blessing beingthis; that little Joseph’s seed should not all be destroyed,
for out of his seed should arise one mighty, who should bea Choice Seer. And now, behold, my son
Joseph, after this manner did my father of old (Joseph of Egypt) prophesy. W herefore, because of this
covenant thou are blessed (a blessing); for thy seed shall not be destroyed * * * And there shall raise up
one mighty among them (this same Choice Seer - -this same blessing), who shall do much good, both in
word and in deed, being an instrument in the hands of God, with exceeding faith, to work mighty
wonders, and do thatthingwhich is great in the sight of God. Before thisit says he shall be great in mine
eyes. Why isitthatany one cannot see this? The closing of this chapter is only arehearsal and conclusion
about thissame Choice Seer.

This whole chapter treats of the one matter; a blessing is pronounced upon little Joseph, because a
Great Seer isto be of his seed, that should not all be destroy ed. That seed being “a branch which was to
be brok en off” at Jerusalem, to whom this land was consecrated for their inheritance. He tells them that
this Great Seer was not the Messiah, but that he was tocome from a branch ofthe house of Israel that was
to be broken off, “nevertheless to be remembered in the covenants of the Lord, that the Messiah should
be made manifest unto them in the latter days, in the spirit of power, unto the bringing of them out of
darkness unto light; yea, out of hidden darkness and out of captivity unto freedom.” Can you not see
from this that the Choice Seer isto come from the Lamanites? They are the peopleherereferred to. The
next words are as follows: “For Joseph (of Egypt) truly testified, saying, a Seer shall the Lord my God
raise up, who shall be aChoice Seer unto the fruit of my loins.” This is the testimony or prophecy of
Joseph (of Egypt) w hich Lehi referstoin his closing remarks in paragraph four, where hesays: “And now,
behold, my son Joseph, after this manner did my father of old prophesy. W herefore because of this
covenantthou art blessed; for thy seed shall not be destroyed, for they shall hearken unto the words of
the book; and there shall raise up one mighty among them.” They shall hearken unto the words of the
book which the C hoice Seer shall bring forth, which Seer is to convince them. This passage meansthe
same as if the word for instead of the word and, was there, as follows: “Wherefore, because of this
covenant thou art blessed; for thy seed shall not be destroyed, for they shall hearken unto the words of
the book; for there shall raise up on might among them, who shall do much good, * * * and do that thing
which is great in the sight of God.”

Again, it says this Choice Seer will do only according to the com mands of God. He will be faithful

andbreak noneofGod'scommandments. This aloneprovesthat Brother Joseph wasnot the Choice Seer.



In a revelation given to Brother Joseph while he was translating, (Sec. 2) the Lord said, “Behold, how oft
have you transgressed the commandments and the laws of God, and have gone on in the persuasions of
men** *jfthou art not aw are thou wilt fall.” Does this agree with the description of the C hoice Seer
Nay verily. This alone should satisfy any one, and will satisfy any one who is not trusting in an arm of
flesh, that Brother Joseph was not the Choice Seer.

Again, it can be seen from this point that Brother Joseph was not this Great Seer. He is to come from
the seed that shall write theword of the Lord; and thisis the N ephite seed. It say s, “But a Seer will | raise
up out of the fruit of thy loins; * * * wherefore, the fruit of they loins (from which this Seer is to be raised
up) shall write ; (the Nephite records), and the fruit ofthe loins of Judah shall write.” So we see again that
the Choice Seer is to come from the Nephite or Lamanite seed.

Again, the same can be seen from a clause which follows in this connection: “and bringing them to the
know ledge of their fathersin the latter days.”

Again, the same can be sen from this clause which says, “Heshalldoaw ork for the fruitofthy loins,
HIS BRETHREN, which shall be of great worth unto them, even to the bringing of them to the
know ledge of the covenantswhich | have made with thy fathers.” From this we see that hisbrethren are
to be the Lamanites. Then he is to be of the Lamanite seed.

Again, it says, they who seek to destroy this Choice Seer shall be confounded. Those who sought to
destroy Brother Joseph were not confounded, but they destroyed him.

Brethren, you have no conception ofhow great and mighty this Seer will be, and the great work he
isto do in restoring the house of Israel, or you would never claim that Brother Joseph was this man. |
believe this man to be the same man referred to in Genesis xlix:24, and by Paul in Romans xi:26. The
passage in Genesisis Joseph's blessing: “From thence is the Shepherd, the stone of Israel.” From the seed
of Joseph will come a man who shall be the Shepherd to gather scattered Israel in the last days. This does
not mean Christ, for he came from the seed of Judah. The other passage in Romans says, “There shall
come out of Sion (this land) the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” This doesnot
mean Christ, as you can see by reading the context. | am satisfied these two passages refer to this same
Choice Seer.

Toconclude, we see that Brother Joseph was not this Choice Seer for the following reasons:

First: He is to come from the seed of Lehi, and Joseph Smith is not of that seed.

Second: He is to convince the Lamanites in person; Joseph Smith did not convince them.

Third: His tongue will not be loosed that he can speak much, and the Lord is to raise up a spokesman for
him; Joseph Smith'stongue was loosed to speak, he being a good speaker.

Fourth: Those who seek to destroy this Seer will be confounded, this does not agree as being Brother

Joseph, because he was destroyed.

Fifth: The Choice Seer will be faithful and do strictly according to thecommand of God; Brother Joseph
broke the commands of God from the beginning.

So we see that Brother Joseph was not this Choice Seer.

Chapter 11.

The Gathering.

One of the greatest mistakes that the leaders of the old church made, and a mistake which the Latter Day
Saintsare making today, is concerning this matter.

The time for building the city New Jerusalem has not yet come. The leaders of the old church, in
their unwise zeal, prompted more by the spirit of man than the Spirit of God to do great things in the

Lord's viney ard, began to think that they were the few chosen servants who should labor in the last



pruning of the viney ard, and do the great closing work of the last dispensation of the fullness of times —
building the city New Jerusalem, etc. Ifthey had been more humble and lowly in heart, they would not
have made this great mistake. They did not stop to consider that God had his own time in which his great
and marvelous wo rks should be doneamong the inhabitants of theearth. They thought that thetime for
building the city New Jeru salem must benow at hand --in their time - man s time —and that they were
theoneswho were to build it. In this condition of heart,broughtabout by their unwise zeal and the spirit
of man to do great things, instead ofbeing humble, they had Brother Joseph to get arevelation as to the
time of building that city, and gathering into it. So Brother Joseph gave a revelation, as mouth piece, that
the time was then at hand, and they began to gather into Jackson County, Missouri, at once. They were
too hasty. The time to build that city had not yet come, because C hrist says that the “rem nant of Jacob”
(theseed ofLehi, unto whom thisland was consecrated) are thepeople who shall build that city, and the
Gentiles are only to assist them to build it. The other people who shall also assist them to build that city
are as many of the house of Israel as shall come into the covenant. Therefore if the seed of Lehi are to
build that city, the leaders of the old church and the Latter Day Saintstoday are in error in this matter.
I will show you from the Book of Morm on that the seed of Lehi, on whom the choicest blessing of any of
the house of Israel rests, are the people who shall be honored with building thatcity;and that the rest of
the house of Israel who ar e faithful, and also the Gentiles, shall only assist them in that w ork (Nephi x:1).
Christ himself says: “And they (the Gentiles) shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob; and also, “as
many of the house of Israel as shall come,” that they may build a city, which shall be called the New
Jerusalem; and then shall they assist my people that they (all) may be gatheredin, who are scattered upon
all the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem.” From this we see the remnant of Jacob are the ones
who shall build thatcity, and the Gentilesand the rest of the house of Israel shall only assist them. Now,
the question is, what people does the “remnant of Jacob” here refer to? We find that C hrist makes it plain
in this same sermon he is preaching to them, that theremnant of Jacob meansthe remnant ofthe seed of
Lehi. In the preceding chapter, paragraph eleven, Christ saysas follows: “ W hen these things * * * * shall
be made known unto the Gentiles, thatthey may know concerning this people, who are a'remnant of
the house of Jacob,' and concerning this my people who shall be scattered by them.” So we see that the
remnant of Jacob meansthe Lamanites, or seed of Lehi. Then it is plain that the time to build that city
has not yet come, because the remnant of Jacob is to do that work.

There is an expression that Christ uses in this chapter which is often used by the prophets; that
expression is “At that day.” All who understand the scriptures know that this expression means in that
dispensation of time. A dispensation may be a thousand years, more or less; and the prophets all speak
of a dispensation by saying “at that day.” A day with the Lord is as a thousand years. Isaiah, when
prophesyingofeventsto take place in the same dispensation, but more than athousand y ears apart, speaks
of them in the same chapter by saying “at that day;” when a person who does not understand the
scriptures might think from his language that the events were to transpire within a few years of each
other. Some of the brethren have tried to prove that Brother Joseph was theChoice Seer because thetext
says of this man that he shall “be made strong in that day when my work shall commence among all my
people,” etc. In that day or at that day means in that dispensation or cycle oftime; and it would be folly
for us to attempt to locate the time of an event because it says in that day. The above text means as
follows: In the dispensation of time in w hich the work of the Father shall commence to restore Israel, in
that dispensation -- in that day --the Choice Seer is to be made strong.

So also in this chapter concerning the building of the city New Jerusalem, in speaking of the time
when the house of Israel shall be gathered in unto that city from all over the earth,atime when the power
of heaven shall come down among them, a time when Jesus Christ will be in their midst, it says at that
day shall the work of the Father com mence, etc. O f course we understand the words at that day to mean
in that dispensation of time, which may extend over a thousand years.

We suppose of course that the sealed records which are to come forth will give full instructions



concerning the gathering in unto the city New Jerusalem, and the restoration of Israel that is now
scattered among every nation under heaven. T hese great events are simply mentioned in the Book of
Mormon and the Bible. I believe that no man living in the flesh has ever had any conception of the great
and marvelous work of the Lord which isyet to transpire in gathering the house of Israel. The coming
forth of the Book of Mormon is only a preparatory work. It is only an abridgement of the sealed records
of the Nephites. Recordsare yet to come forth w hich “reveal all things from the foundation of the world
unto the end thereof;” all things w hich have been done, and all things which areyet to be done --the great

and w ondrous mysteries and the works of God w hich are yet to transpire.

Chapter 12.

Changing The Name Of The Church.

When Christ established His church upon this land, in the days of the Nephites, He gave them special
instructions from his own lipsconcerning the name by which His church must be called. He gave them
astrictcommandmentto call thechurch by His name, which He said was Christ. T he N ephite brethren
obey ed that comm andm ent and called the church THE CH URC H OF CHRIST, as seen in many places
in the New Covenant of the Book of Morm on. And after this time, in no place in the book is it called by
any other name. Christ him self considered this matter of the name of His church of great importance, as
can be seen from His instructions regarding it. The Nephite brethren were having disputations among
them selves as to the name ofthe church, just as there are disputationsat thisday concerning this matter.
When Christ appeared to them on the third day of His mission upon this land, the first thing they said
to him was this (N ephi xii:3): “Lord, we will that Thou wouldst tell us the name whereby we shall call
this church; for there are disputationsamong the people concerning thismatter. And the Lord said unto
them, Verily, verily | say unto y ou, why is it that the people should murm ur and dispute because of this
thing? Have they not read the scriptures, w hich say, ye must take upon you the NAME OF CHRIST,
which is my name? For by this name shall ye be called at the last day: * * * * therefore, ye shall call the
church in my name; * * * * and how be it my church, save it be called in my name? For ifa church be
called in M oses' name, then it be M oses' church; or if it be called in the name of a man, then it be the
church of a man; butif it be called in my name, then itis my church, if it so be that they are builtupon
my gospel.” So we see that Christ him self considered this matter of great im portance. If he had wanted
them to call it by the name Jesus Christ he would have said so, but he said the name Christ. Remember
brethren, how the words of the Bookof Mormon came; not by the wisdom of any man, but by the wisdom
and power of God; therefore, every wordisinits place. In June, 1829, the Lord gave us the name by
which we must call the church, being the same as He gave the Nephites. We obeyed His commandment,
andcalleditTHECHURCH OF CHRIST until 1834, when, through the influence of Sydney Rigdon,
the name of the church was changed to “The Church of the Latter Day Saints,” dropping out the name
of Christ entirely, that name which we were strictly commanded to call the church by, and w hich C hrist
by His own lips makes so plain. Now it is strange, it is marvelous, that the Latter Day Saints today
consider this matter of changing the name of the church, and the leaders in 1834 dropping out the name
of Christ, as a small thing and a light matter! You know not how strict are the commands of God! It is
nothingshort oftrifling with a strict commandment of Almighty God, and setting atnaught the decision
of Christ himself when H e decided this matter so plainly and so positively, when therewere disputations
regarding it. I say, that any man who sanctions the name of the church being changed from the name
which Christ gave it, setting aside the decision of Christ in this matter, isin utter spiritual blindness, and
should repent speedily. Suppose that the Nephite brethren, five years after Christ had ascended into

heaven, had said amon g themselves: Brethren, although Christ commanded us to call the church THE



CHURCH OF CHRIST, let us change the name which He gave the church, and drop out the name of
Christ,which He comm anded the church to be called by, and call this church the Church of Former Day
Saints. Can you not see they would have been under condemnation for it? Answer this question
yourselves. Thisis what the leaders did in 1834, when they changed the name to the C hurch of Latter Day
Saints, dropping out thename of Christ. Still you claim they werenot in spiritual blindness. Verily, you
know not God sway of dealingwith man. His commandments are strict. Remem ber Uzziah, who broke
acommand of God by reaching out his hand to steady the ark, thinking that he was doing God's will; but
was stricken dead for it.

I will give you w hat is on the title page of the Book of Com mand ments, and also the Book of Doctrine
and Cov enan ts, concerning the name, to show y ou thatthe name of the church w as changed, and the name
of Christ dropped out entirely. On the title page of the Book of Commandments is this: A BOO K OF
COMMANDMENTS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. On the title
page of the Book of Doctrine and Cov enants, published at Kirtland, Ohio, 1835, isthis: DOCTRINE
ANDCOVENANTSOFTHECHURCH OFTHE LATTER DAY SAINTS. Also, theheading of the
preface readsthus: TO THE MEMBERSOF THECHURCHOFTHE LATTER DAY SAINTS. Also
on page5: THEOLOGY. LECTURE FIRST.ON THEDOCTRINEOFTHECHURCH OFTHE
LATTER DAY SAINTS. You seethey changed the name of the church, and left out the name of C hrist
entirely, which the church was strictly commanded to w ear, or else they were not the Church of Christ.

Some of you have referred to N ephi, son of Nephi, i:8, where it says those who believed in Christ
were called N ephites, Jacobites, Josephites and Zoramites; but if you will read that passage you wiill see
that it was the wicked Lamanites who called the believers by these names. T his was 231 years after
Christ, when divisions had taken place in the church. The church at Jerusalem after Christ, and the
church upon this land before Christ came, wasoften alluded to by men speaking of it, by various names,
asthe Church of the Lamb of God; the Church of God, etc: assome writerstoday would allude to it by
various names; speaking of it asthe Church of the Saints of God, etc., but that isnot the question. The
question is, what name was the church to wear -- what name did Christ want His church to take upon
themselves? What nam e did C hrist com mand them to tak e? It is important for every public institution
to have a name. It isimportant for any church organization to have a name. Christ considered it of great
importance for His church to have a name, and he gave it a name, telling them that it was necessary for
Hischurch to w ear a certain name, and that if they wore any other name, thatthey werenot His church.
Areyou so blinded thatyou cannot see and understand this? What right has any man or men to change
the name which C hrist decided the church should wear? God have mercy upon the man w ho says that
the name should be changed to any other than that which Christ gave us. As for myself, | will take the
decision of the King of Heaven in this matter; all those who are willing to trifle with the word of God,
and set aside the decision of Christ, may do so. | speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say.

Brethren, | have this to say in conclusion. I will not argue and dispute with you. In the spirit of love
and meekness | have told you in plain and simple words what the Spirit of God has moved upon me to
speak. | am now past eighty -two years of age, and my work in this world is about done. God has given
to this generation the Book of Mormon, and how plain and simple is the doctrine of Christ set forth
therein. Now brethren, remember - remember the words of Him who reigns in heaven and on earth;
which will ye hear, the words of our Lord Jesus Christin that which is written, or the words of man?
Choose for yourselves whom you will hear. am not asking you to hear me; Irefer you to the words of
eternal truth, as they are contained in the two sacred books. | will always pray for you, that you may
some day see that you are in error in believingand teaching the doctrineswhich men have added to the
doctrine of Christ. My days tostay here arenot many more; | soon go to rest with those who havegone
before me; butl have rid my garments of your blood and the blood ofall men. You may not understand
by what spirit I speak, until at the judgment bar of God; then you will understand. May God have mercy
upon youtohumbleyour hearts before him, that you may be guided into the light of truth, is my pray er



through the name of Christ. Amen.

David Whitmer
Richmond, Mo., April 1st, 1887.



