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Part First

Chapter 1

Dear Reader :

Part f i rst  of this pamphlet is a brief address to tho se wh o hav e not r ead the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  and who are

not conversant  with the denominat ions that  believe in that  book.

Part second is an address to a l l  bel ievers in  the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n .  There a re three d i st inct  denominat ions

that  believ e the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  to be the W ord of God:

First : The C hurch of Christ .

Second: T he R eor gan ize d C hu rch  of Je sus C hr ist o f Lat ter  Da y  Sain ts.

Third:  The C hurch of Jesus Christ  of Latter Day Saints

The last named is the church in  Salt  Lake City ;  they believe in  the doctrine of polygamy , while the two

fir st named chur ches do not believe in that doctrine. I am an  elder in  “the C hur ch of Christ .” We bel ieve

in  the doctrine of Christ as it  is taugh t in t he N e w  T e s ta m e n t  and th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n , the sam e gospel

be ing taugh t in b oth  these boo ks. T he Bib le bein g the sacred  record  of the Jew s who inhabited the eastern

continent; the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  being t he sacred reco rd of the Nephites  (descendants of Joseph,  the son

of Jacob), who inhabited the w estern continent, or this  l and of  Amer ica .  The  Ind ians  are  the remnant of

that  people, w ho drifted int o unb elief and darkn ess about 350 y ears after Chri st appeared to them  and

established  his chu rch am ong t hem , after  f in ishing his miss ion at Jerusalem. We bel ieve in faith in Christ ,

repen tance  and bapt ism for the remiss ion of sins, and the gift of the Holy  Ghost. We believe in the laying

on of hands as it was practiced in th e days  of the Ap ostles. We believe in t he resurrection  of the dead and

eternal  judgment. W e also believ e in th e W ords of C hri st w hen h e said, “Th ese signs shall follo w  them



that  believ e.” Ou r beli ef concern ing th e order  of offices in the church, etc. ,  wil l  be  found in  Par t  Second

of this pam phlet . Th e C hur ch of C hri st hold s to the o rigin al doctr ine an d ord er that w as first established

upon  the teachin gs of Ch rist in  the w ritt en wor d, in 1829 ,  when th e Lord set his hand on the second time

to estab lish  the tr ue gospel  upo n th e earth  and reco ver h is peopl e, w hich  is in fulfil lm ent of th e prop hecies

in  the Bib le. W e denou nce the doctr ine of polygamy  and spir i tual wifeism. It  is  a great evi l ,  shocking to

the mora l  sense ,  and the more  so  because  prac t iced  in  the name of Re l igion . It is of man and n ot of God,

and is especially  forbid den in  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  i tself in these words, “Behold, David and Solomon tru ly

had man y  w ives and co ncub ines, w hich  thin g w as abom inab le before m e, saith the Lord.” “For there shall

not any  man  among you have save i t  be one wife :  and concubines he shal l have none: For I the Lor d God,

del ighteth in  th e ch asti ty  of w om an .” (B o o k o f  Mo r m o n ,  page  116 ,  chap .  2.  par.  6 ).  We do not  indorse  the

teachings  of any  so-cal led Mo rmons or Latter  Day Saints , which are in confl ict  with the gospel  of  our

Lord and Saviou r Jesus C hri st, as taugh t in t he N e w  T e s ta m e n t  and th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  They have

depart ed in a great  m easu re fr om  th e fait h o f th e C hu rch  of C hr ist a s it w as fir st estab li shed  , by  heed ing

revela t ions g iven  through Joseph Smith,  who,  after being cal led of God to translate h i s sacred  word--the

B o o k o f  Mo r m o n --dr i fted in to  many error s and gave m any  revelat ions to  intr odu ce doctri nes, ord inan ces

and offices in the church,  which are in confl ict  with C hrist ' s teachings . They a lso changed the name of

the church.  Their  departure from the fa ith is  also according to prophecy.  “Now  the spir i t  speaketh

expressly  that in th e latter tim es some shall depart from t he faith, giving h eed to seducing spirits and

doctr ines of devi ls.” (1 Tim. 1 v :1) .  On account of  God giving to Joseph Smith the g i ft  to  t ransla te the

plates  on  which  was engraven the  Nephite scriptures, the people of the church put too m uch trust in

him--in  the man--and believed his wo rds as if they  were from  God' s own  mou th. T hey  have tru sted in an

arm of flesh. (Jeremi ah xvi i:5) “Th us saith t he Lo rd: C ursed  be the man that trusted in man, and maketh

flesh  h i s a rm,  and whose  hear t  depar te th  f rom the Lord.” They look ed to Joseph Smith as lawgiver; we

look  to  C hr ist a lo ne,  and  bel iev e on ly  in  th e rel igi on  of Je sus  Ch rist and not  in the religio n of any  man.

The doctr ine of po ly gamy  w as not in trod uced u ntil  abou t four teen  y ears after  the chur ch w as

established; bu t o th er d oct ri nes o f err or  w ere  in tr odu ced e arl ier  th an t hi s. I  le ft  the body  in  June, 1838 ,

being five years before polygam y w as introduced.

Joseph Smith drift ing into error s after tran slating t he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  is  a stumbling-block to m an y ,

bu t only those of very  weak fa i th would stumble on this  account .  Greater  abominat ions are recorded of

David in th e Bible, t han i s recorded  to day  of Joseph Smith; but  do y ou r eject the Psalms on this account?

Do you  reject the Proverbs because Solomon was a polygamist? Stop and think, y ou wh o are hasty to

condemn.  If y ou  desire  to know w hether or not  the B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  is  true,  read the book and invest igate

it , for C hri st has pro mi sed that h e w ho seek s in th e r ight  way shal l  find the truth of a l l  th ings .  We are

com ma nded  to “Pr ove al l th ings; h old fast t hat w hich  is good .” (1 Th es. v:21).

T he R eor gan ize d C hu rch  of Je sus C hr ist o f Lat ter  Da y  Sain ts,  bel ieve that Joseph Smith was a  true

pro phet  up t o his deat h, an d accept h is revelat ions in  the Book o f  Do c t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s.  The revelat ion

to practice polygamy  is not printed in their Doc t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s.  They  do not  bel i eve  in  the  doct rine

of poly gamy .

The C hur ch of Jesus C hri st of Latt er Day  Saints (th e chur ch at Salt  Lak e C ity ) believ e  that Joseph

Smith w as a tr ue p ro ph et u p t o t he t im e of h is death, and ac cept his  revelat ions which they have

publ ished in their  B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts. In this book  is the revelation o n poly gamy .

It  is a lso a stumbling-block to those who desire to invest igate as to the t rut h of th e B o o k o f  Mo r m o n ,

to see the believers in that  book divided;  but  the divisions have been brought about by the revelat ions of

Joseph Smith.  We ,  the Church of  Chr i s t , who accept  on ly  the Bible an d the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  as the rule

and guide t o ou r faith , agree on  the do ctrin e and gospel  of C hri st. Th e B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  comes forth

c laiming to be the scriptures of the tribe of Joseph, written by  holy  men of God,  w hich  record  has been

kep t pu re.  It  cla ims that when the Bible was written by the tr ibe of Judah (the Jews),  i t  was plain to the

understand ing o f men ;  and  that  many  p l a in  and prec ious things have been taken from i t  by  a  grea t  and



abominable  church ;  and tha t  on  th i s account the Genti les stumble over the true doctrine of Christ .  The

B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  com es forth cla iming to make pla in the doctr ine of C hrist as taugh t in th e N e w  T e s ta m e n t ,

and it does make  i t  so  p lain  tha t a  chi ld  can  unders tand it .  To a ll  who  are w itho ut p rejud ice, th e B o o k o f

M o rm o n  is the key  to the un derstanding of the Bible. A s I have stated, all who tak e it and the B ib le  a lone

as the guide to their  faith,  agree on the doctrine of Christ .

I kno w t hat repro ach has been br ough t up on t he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n . Bec au se som e of t ho se who bel ieve

it have dr ifted into wickedness, the world has rejected the book and turned it  aside as a thing of naught;

bu t if such persons will  stop and  thin k,  they  wil l  see that they refuse to read this book, w hich claims to

be a message from God,  simply  because some have transgressed who bel ieve in the book!  Such persons

are not very earnest ly  seeking for truth.  Those who have read the history  of  the apostol ic  church know ,

that  before John wrote the Revelation, m any o f those wh o believed  in  Christ  went into a l l  manner of

w ick edn ess and  her esies,  pr act ici ng t ho se th in gs in  th e na m e of C hri st , and t hereb y  brou ght r eproa ch

upon  the n am e “Ch risti an.” A posto lic ch urc h hi story  tells u s that  the N icola itan es (Rev . ii: 15),  w ho

departed from the faith by  follow ing N icolas, o ne of th e first seven deaco ns (A cts vi:5), w ere also call ed

“Christians;” also tha t m any  factions w hich  sprang o ut o f the C hri stian ch urch , also called  them selves

“Chr istians.” The N icolaitanes claimed th at Nicolas  had received a revelat ion from  God to  pract i ce  the

doctr ine of “free love,” wh ich is wo rse than poly gamy . (Irenaeus, Epiphanius, H ippoly tus.) Repro ach w as

thus brou ght upo n the nam e “Chri stian,” just as i t  has  been brought upo n th e w ords of C hri st--the B o o k

o f  Mo r m o n .  History te l ls  us i t  was a  disgrace in the eyes of  the world to be ca lled a “C hri stian,” even

dur ing the day s of th e ap ost les.  In A cts x xv iii :22  w e fin d th at t he t ru e ch ur ch w as ev il sp ok en o f. “For as

concern ing this sect ,  we know  tha t  eve r ywhere it is spoken against.” Paul speaks of the reproach his

disciples  wi l l  have to  bear  for  h i s name,  te l ling  them many t imes that  his  disciples would a lway s be

persecut ed. Peter  prophesied (2 Peter i i :1-2) ,  that damnable heresies wou ld be brought into the church ;

“and many  shall  fol low their  pernic ious way s ,  by reason of whom T he Way  of Truth shal l  be evil spo ken

of.” So has i t  been in these last  days .  On account  of the heresy of polygamy  and other heresies, “the w ay

of truth” is evi l  spoken of ;  and those who bel ieve in al l  the scr iptures of  our Lord Jesus Christ ,  are called

by  the world “Mormons,” and are looked upon with more  or less  shame by the major i ty  of  people;  but

w e are wi lling to b ear the repro ach for H im w ho died for us, for w e kno w t hat  the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  is His

wo rd,  and by H is word we can inherit eternal l ife if was are faithful in keeping H is comm andments. God' s

w isdom is  not man's  wisdom, and His way s are not man's  way s .  He works in a  way least  expected by

man. He does his work  in  a way  that all m en may  stumble and not understand,  unless  their  whole heart

and desire is up on G od, and  not u pon t he thi ngs of this w orld. “Lo ve not  the w orld, n either t he thi ngs

that  are in the world. If any m an love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” (1  John ii :15 .) “Y e

cannot serve Go d and m amm on.” (M att. v i:24.) H e wh o m akes  up  hi s m ind to  serve Go d w ith an  ey e

single to his glory, the l ight that is in him w i l l  not  be darkness to the truth as i t  i s in Christ ;  such a person

will  overcome the stumbling-blocks. H e ordained that Christ  should come as a stumbling-block to the

Jew s, so  tha t  al l  who d id  not  have an  eye  s ingle  to  h i s g lory  might stumble and no t understand. “And H e

(Christ) shall  be for a sanctuary ;  but  for  a  stone  of  stumbl ing and for  a rock  of offense to bo th th e hou ses

of Israel , for a  sin  and for a  snare to  the inh abitan ts of Jerusalem . A nd m any  amo ng th em sha ll stum ble,

and fal l , and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.” (Isaiah vii i :14-15.) (See also 1 Peter ii:7-8, 1 Co r. i:23,

Rom  ix:32 -33.) The J ew s did no t expect  the C hri st to com e in th e w ay  he did,  because the  proph ecies

about his coming w ere obscure; so they rejected him.

T he G entil es cannot  expect t he w ords of C hri st--the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n --to com e in  th e w ay  it h as,

beca use  the prophecies about i ts coming forth are obscure;  so they have rejected  it; bu t the sto ne w hich

the builders have rejected, the same wil l  becom e the head  of the cor ner. T he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  i s  the word

of God. The prop hecies in  the  scr iptures concern ing the  way  in  which  Chr i st  would  come to  the Jew s,

are obscur e, bu t t hey  are  ju st as G od w ant ed t hem . L ik ew ise a re the  prophecies in  the B ib le  concern ing

the com in g for th  of th e w or d of C hr ist i n t hese  last  day s, w hi ch i s “th e di spen sati on  of th e ful ln ess of



t imes.” Th e prop heci es  which foret ell th e com ing for th o f the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  a re fu ll y  as  p la in  to the

Gen til es,  as the prophecies were to the Jews concerning C hrist 's coming. The  people  cannot  understand

why  the Lord w ould br ing forth his word from “a book (plates) that is  sealed” and was buried in the

ground by h is ancient prophets on this land:  and w hy  H e shoul d hav e the w ords of th e book  deliver ed

“to one that is learned,” tel l ing him to read it ,  etc. ; (see Isa .  xx ix ) but  the l earned and wise men of the

wor ld could  not  read it;  God ga ve to an  unl earned  boy,  Joseph Smith,  the g i ft  to  t ransla te i t  by  the  means

of a Stone. See the follow ing passages concernin g the “Ur im an d Thumm in ,” be ing the  same means and

one by  wh ich the A ncients received the w ord of the Lo rd. (1 Sam.  xxv i i i: 6 ,  Neh . v i i :65 , Ezra  ii : 63 ,  Num.

xxvii :21, Deut. xxxii i :8, Exodus xxvii i :30,  Lev. vii i :8.) But this is a great stumblin g-block to the people

now.  They  cannot  understand why  God would  work  in  th i s manner  to  br ing forth  h i s word ;  and why

he w ou ld c ho ose su ch a  m an a s Joseph Smith to translate  it :  and they think  the canon of scripture is full :

and tha t  ange ls  do  not  min i ste r  unto  men in  these days.  But oh kind reader,  i f you  desire to know  the

t ru th , be not hasty to condemn and judge,  but  I pray  you to  invest igate . The scr iptures teach that  God

works  in  a  way  l eas t  expected  by  men.

“Neit her  are your  way s my w ays, saith the Lord.” (Isa. LV:8). “How  unsearchable are  H is ju dgm ent s,

and H is way s past findi ng ou t.” (Ro m.  xi:33 ). Read  Isa. xxix , w hole ch apter,  w hich  is a prop hecy

concerning the way  in  w hich  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  was to come forth.  “Out of  the ground;” “Out of the

dust;” From , “the words  of a Book (plates) that is sealed:” The m en of the wor ld wh o are wise  and prudent

in  the eyes of the w orld, shal l be confou nded; th ey  wi ll not  under stand the L ord' s way  of wo rk ing.  “For

the wisdom of their  w ise men  shall per ish, an d the u nderstan ding o f their p rud ent m en shal l  be h id .”  But

the meek and lowly  in heart wil l  understand it . “The meek also shall increase their joy in  the Lord,  and

the poor amon g men shall re joice in the Holy O ne of Israel .”  And those who are spiritually  blind an d deaf

shall “hear the w ords of th e Book ,” and “see out  of obscur ity , and o ut o f dark ness.” “They  also tha t erred

in  spirit shall come to understandi ng,  and they that  murmured shal l learn doctr ine;” (The above

quota tions are from the 29th chapter of Isaiah.)  John, in his vision on the Isle of Patm os, of “thin gs wh ich

mus t be hereafter ,”  saw “Another angel f ly  in the midst  of heaven , hav ing th e everlasti ng gospel  to pr each

unto  them that dw ell on the earth.” (Rev. xiv :6.) In Isaiah xi:11-12, it  is prophesied as follows: “and it shall

com e to  pass  in that day  (dispensation) that the L ord shall set his hand  again t he second t im e to reco ver

the remnant  of  h is  people *  *  *  *  and he sha l l  se t  up an ensign for the nations,  and shal l  assemble the

outcasts of Israel , and gather together the dispersed of Judah (the Jews) from th e four corners of the earth.”

The coming forth of the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  i s  only a  preparatory w ork for the great  and “marvelous work”

of God w hich is yet to come in gathering scattered Israel ,  which  i s spoken of so  of ten  through the

pr op het s. The  B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  contains many  prop hecies w hich  are no w  and h ave been  dur ing m y  life,

und er course of fulf i l lment.  It  says that more records are yet to  come forth from the “book that is sealed,”

wh ich book  is the sacred scriptu res or records of the people w ho inh abited this land o f Am erica.

The children of Israel are to be gathered by  the record of Judah  ( the B ib le );  and the record  of Joseph ;

of which record the Book of Morm on is only  a part.  I wil l now  quo te from  Ezeki el xx xvii :16-21, w hich

is plain concerning this matter. Remembe r that in  ancient tim es, writi ng w as engraved upon  stone and

upon meta ll i c p la tes,  and they  a l so  wrote  upon parchment  which  they  rol led around a stick.  A rol l  of

parchment w as called a “stick.”

“Moreover , thou son of man, t ake  the  one s ti ck ,  and wr i te  upon i t ,  For  Judah ,  and for th e childr en

of Israel his companion s: then tak e another stick , and  w rite u pon i t ,  For Joseph,  the st ick of

Ephraim,  and for all the h ouse of Israel his comp anions: and  join them one to anoth er in one stick ;

and they  shal l  become one  in  th ine  hand .  And when the chi ldren of thy people shal l  speak unto

thee,  sayi ng, W ilt th ou n ot sho w  us w hat th ou m eanst by  these? say  unt o th em,  * * * * T hus saith

the Lord Go d; Behold,  I wi l l  take the children of Israel  from among the heathen,  whither they be

gone, and wil l  gather them on every  side, and bring them into  their own  land.”

It is evident that th is, like m any  other pr ophecies, refers to the time w hen the Israel  of God wi l l  be

gather ed together in righteou sness and holiness; when th ey shall be God' s holy  people forever. It says  in

this cha pt er,  23d  to  28t h v erses,  that when they  are gathered, they shal l  “No more defi le themselves with



their ido ls  *  *  *  *  nor  wi th  any  of their transgressions,” and the Lord “will  cleanse them, so they shall  be

m y  peo pl e, an d I w ill  be t hei r G od. ” * *  * an d “th ey  shal l w alk  in  m y  ju dgm ent s * *  * *  *  and (I) will  set

m y  sanctuary in the m idst of them forevermore.  * * * * And the heathen (al l  who are not Israel) shal l

know  that I th e Lor d do sanct ify  Israel w hen  my  sanctuary shall  be in the midst of them forevermore.”

(Concern ing a literal  gat her in g of t he H ou se of Isr ael,  in  ri ght eou sness a nd  ho lin ess,  see  chapter  2 . ) The

Gent il e s a re f ir s t now,  and the Jews last : but th e Jews and all th e Ho use of Israel w ill be first some day ,

and the G entil es last. It is thro ugh  the “fulln ess of the Gent iles,” that t he veil  of blin dness w hich  is  now

over  Israel ,  shal l  be taken away. Th e cup of iniquity of the Genti les is  a lmost ful l ;  then God wil l  turn to

Israel , for Israel is not cast aw ay  forever . “Blind ness in par t is happ ened  to Israel ,  unti l  the ful lness of the

Gentiles be come in. * * *  There shall come out of Sion,  the Del iverer ,  and shal l  turn aw ay  un god lin ess

from  Jacob .” (See Ro ma ns 11th  chap ter).

It is recorded in  t h e  Amer i c an  C y c l o p ed i a  and t h e  En c y c l o p e d ia  Br i ta n n i c a ,  that I,  David  Whi tmer ,  have

denied  my  testimon y  as one of the three w itnesses to the divinity  of the Book  of Mor mon ; and  tha t  the

oth er two w itnesses, O l i v er  C o w d er y  and Mar tin H arr is,  denied their testimon y  to that Boo k. I w ill say

once  more to a l l  mankind,  that  I have never at  any t im e denied that test imony  or any  par t th ere of. I a lso

test ify  to the w orld,  that  nei ther O l i v er  C o w d er y  or  Mar tin H arr is ever at any time denied their

test imony .  They  both died reaff i rming the truth of the div ine au then ticity  of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n . I was

present at t he d eat h b ed o f O l i v er  C o w d er y ,  and  h i s l a st  words were , “Bro ther  Dav id ,  be t rue to  your

test imony  to th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n . ' '  He  d ied here in  R i ch m o n d,  M o. ,  on March 3d, 1850. Many  w i tnesses

y et liv e in  R ich m on d, w ho  w ill  test ify  to  th e tr ut h o f th ese facts ,  as  wel l  as to the good cha rac ter  of O liv er

C ow der y .  The very pow ers of  darkness have com bined  against t he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  to prove that it  i s  not

the word  of  God,  and this sho uld go  to pr ove to  men  of spirit ual u nderstan ding,  that t he Boo k i s true.

T o show the reader what I have had to contend with,  I  give you below  a copy of a leaf let wh ich I had

pr in ted  and d i st r ibuted  in  M ar ch , 1 8 81 .

A  Pro clamation

“Un to all  N ation s, Kindr ed To ngu es and Peop le, un to w hom  these presen ts shall com e:

“It havi ng been  represen ted by  one John Mur phy, of Polo, Caldwell County, Mo. ,  tha t I , in  a

conversat ion with  him last summ er, denied my  te st imony  as one of the three witnesses to the Book of

Mormon.

“To the end , therefore ,  tha t  he may  understand me no w,  if he did not th en; and that  the w orld m ay

know the  t ru th ,  I w ish  now,  stand ing as it were, in  the very  sunset of life, and in the fear of God , once

for al l  to make this public statement:

“That I have never at any  time deni ed that testimo ny  or any  part ther eof, whi ch has so long  since been

pub lished  wi th that Bo ok, as one o f the three w itnesses. Th ose who  kno w m e best, well k now  that I have

alw ays  adhered  to  tha t test imony .  And tha t  no m a n may be mis led or doubt my present v iews in regard

to the same, I do again affirm th e truth of all of my  statements, as then m ade and published.

“'H e that hath  an ear to hear, let him  hear; '  it w as no delusion! W hat w as written is w ritten, and he

that readeth let him  understand.

“And that n o on e may  be deceived or mis led by this  statement ,  I wish here to state : that  I do not

indor se po lygamy  or spir itual  wife ism. It  i s  a great  evi l , shocking to the moral  sense,  and the more so,

beca use  practi ced in  the n ame o f religio n. It is of m an and  not  God,  and is especiall y  forbid den in  the B o o k

o f  Mo r m o n  itse lf.

“I do n ot  in dor se th e ch ang e of t he n am e of t he c hu rch , for  as th e w ife  t akes the  name of her  husband

so shoul d the C hur ch of th e Lam b of Go d, tak e the na me o f its head, even  C hri st him self. It is the C hur ch

of Christ .

“A s to  th e H igh  Pr iest ho od,  Jesu s C hr ist h im self is t he l ast  Great High Priest , this to o after th e order



of M elch ised ec, a s I un der stan d th e H ol y  Scr ip tu res.

“Finally,  I do not indorse any of the teachings of the so-called Morm ons, of Latter Day  Saints, w hich

are in  con flic t w ith  th e Go spel  of o ur  Lo rd  and  Sav io r J esus C hr is t ,  as taught  in the Bible and B o o k o f

M o rm o n ;  for the same gospel is plainly  taught in bot h of these books as I understand the w ord of God.

“And if any man  doubt should he not carefully  and honest ly  read and understand the same,  before

presuming to sit  in judgment and condemning the l ight,  which shineth in  darkness , and show eth the w ay

of eternal l ife as pointed out by  the unerrin g hand of God.

“In the  sp i r i t of  Chr i st  who  hath said: 'Follow thou  me, for I am the l ife, the l ight and the way . '  I

submit  this  statement to the world.  God in whom I trust  being my judge as to the sincer i ty  of  my  mo tives

and th e faith an d hop e that i s in m e of eterna l life.

“M y  sincere desire is that the wo rld m ay  be benefit ed by  th i s  p la in  and simple  sta tement  of the  tru th .

“And all  the  honor  be  to  the Father ,  the Son and the H oly  Gho st, w hich  is one G od. A men . D av i d

W h i t m er .”

“Richmond, M o., March 19, 1881.”

“We,  the  undersigned ci tizen s of Rich mo nd, R ay  C oun ty , M o., w here D avid W hitm er, has r esided

since th e y ear  A .D . 18 38,  cert ify  that we  have long and intimately  acquainted with him  and know  him

to be a man of the highest integrity ,  and of undoubted truth and veracity.

“Given at R ichm ond, M o., this M arch 19, A .D. 1881.

Gen. Alexander W . Do nip han .

Ho n. Geo. W . Dunn ,  Judge of the Fifth Judicial  Circuit .

Thos. D. W oodson,  Pres ident of  Ray  Co.  Sav ings Bank .

J.  T. Ch ild,  edi tor  of  Conservator .

H . C . Garner,  Cash ier  of Ray  C o.  Sav ings Bank .

L. C . Cantw ell,  Postmaster, Richm ond.

Geo. I.  W asson ,  Mayor.

Jas. A. D av i s,  County  Col lector .

C. J.  Hu ghes ,  Probate Judge and Presiding Just ice of Ray Co unty  Cou rt .

Geo. W . Trigg ,  County  Clerk.

W . W . Mosby ,  M .D.

W .  A . Ho lm an ,  County  Treasurer .

J .S. Hu ghes ,  Banker, R ichmon d.

Jam es Hu ghes ,  Banker, R ichmon d.

D. P. W hit mer , At torney -at-Law .

Ho n. Jas. W. Bl ack , At torney -at-Law .

Thos. McGinnis,  ex-Sheriff  Ray C ounty .

J.  P. Q u e se nb er r y ,  Merchant.

W .  R . Ho lm an ,  Furniture Merchant.

Lew is Slau ght er , R ecor der  of D eeds.

Geo. W . Buch anan ,  M .  D.

A.K. R ey b ur n .”

From  the Ri chmo nd, (M o.) C onservator,  Mar ch 24, 1881.

An Explanat ion.

“Elsewhere we publ ish a  let ter  from David  Whi tmer ,  an  o ld  and w ell-kn ow n citi zen  of Ray, as well as

an in dor sem ent  of h is sta nd in g as a  man, signed by a num ber of the leading cit izens of this commun ity,

in reply to  some unw arranted aspersions made upon him.



“There i s no doubt that Mr.  Whi tmer , wh o w as one of the three witnesses of authenticity of the gold

pl ate s, from which he asserts that Joseph Smith tran slated th e Boo k  o f  Mo r m o n  (a fac simile of the

characters he now has in his possess ion with the or iginal  records),  i s  f i rmly convinced of i t s d iv ine or ig in ,

and whi le  he makes no effort to obtrude his views or beliefs, he simply w ants the world  to  k no w  th at so

far as he is concerned there is no 'variableness or shadow of turnin g. '  H aving resided here for near a half

of a century, it  is  wi th no l ittle pride th at he poin ts to his past record w ith the con sciousness that he has

done noth ing derogatory  to  h i s charac ter  as  a c i ti zen  and be l iever  in  the son of Mary , to w arrant such an

attack  on h im , com e from  w hat sou rce i t  may,  and now w ith the l i lies of seventy -f ive  winters  crowning

him  l ike  an  aureo le , and his pilgr image o n earth  wel l nigh  ended, he reiterates his former  statements, and

will  leave futurity  to solve the pro blem th at he w as but a  pass ing witness to i ts fulfi l lment .  His  at tacks on

the vi len ess th at h as spr un g u p w ith  th e U tah  C hu rch , m ust  have a salutary effect upon those bigamists

wh o have made adultery the cornerstone in the edifice of their belief.”

Besides ot her  false  statements that are in the two encyclopedias above mentioned is  the old story of

the Spaul ding m anu script.  Th at is, th at, on e Solomon Spaulding w ho di ed in  Am ity,  Penn.,  in 181 6 ,

had  wr i t ten  a romance,  the scene of  which was among the ancient Indian s who  lived in th is country . Th at

Spaulding died  before he published his romance, and that Sydney Rigdon got  hold of the manuscr ipt

in  a  pr int ing off ice and copied i t;  that  subsequent ly  the manuscr ipt was returned to Solomon Spaulding;

that  thir teen years a fte r  the deat h o f Spaulding,  in 1829, Rigdon became associated with  Joseph Smith,

who  read the Spau l d in g  m a n u scr ipt  from behind a blanket  to O l i v er  C o w d er y ,  h i s amanuens is , who

wrote  it dow n. H ence th e origi n of th e B o o k o f  Mo r m o n . T hi s is w hat  i s c l aimed by  the  enemies of  the

b oo k : Satan had to con coct some plan t o account for th e origin of that  book . I will say  that  a l l  who desire

to in vestigate t he Spau ldin g man uscrip t story  w ill n ot be o bliged t o go ver y  far before th ey  w ill see the

ent ire falsity of that claim. I testify to th e world that I am an eyewitness to the translation of the gr eater

part of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  Part  of it  was translated in my father's house in Fayette, Seneca County ,

N.Y. Farther on I give a description of the manner in  wh ich the book  was translated.

W hen  the Spa uldi ng stor y  w as made k nown to  be l ievers  in  the  book ,  they  ca l l ed  for  the Spau ld ing

manuscript , but it  could  not  be found ;  bu t recentl y , than ks to  the L ord,  the or igina l m anu script h as been

found and identified. It has been placed in  t h e l ib r ary  of O berlin  Co llege, Ober lin, O hio ,  for public

inspect ion . Al l w ho h ave dou bts abou t it bei ng th e origi nal Sp auldi ng m anu script,  can satisfy  them selves

by  vis i ting Oberl in and examining the proofs .  The manuscr ipt  is in the hands of those who are not

believ ers in th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  They have kindly a l low ed the bel ievers in the book to  publ ish a copy

of the manuscript, w ith the proofs that it  is th e m anu scri pt  of Solomon Spaulding.  There is  no similar ity

w hatev er betw een it an d the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n .  Any  one who invest igates this quest ion wil l  see that the

Spau ld ing man uscrip t story  is a fabricati on co ncocted  by  the en emi es of the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n ,  in order to

account for the or igin o f that b ook . N either  Joseph Smit h, O liver  Co wder y, Mar tin H arr is or my self

ever  met Sydney Rigdon unt il after t he B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  was in print. I kno w t his of  my  ow n per sonal

kn ow ledge,  being with  Joseph Smith, in Sen eca Co un ty , N. Y.,  in t he w int er o f 1 83 0, w hen  Sy dney

Rigdon and Edward Partridge came from Kirtland, Ohio,  to  see Joseph S mi th , and  wh ere  Rigdon

an d P ar tr idge saw  Joseph  Sm it h f or  th e fi r st t im e in  th eir  li v es.

The Spaulding manuscr ipt  story is  a my th;  there being no direct  test imony  on record in regard to

Ri gdo n's  con nec tio n w ith  th e m anu scri pt  of Solomon Spaulding.

I have in  my  possession th e origi nal m anu script o f the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n ,  in  the handwrit ing of O liv er

C ow der y  and  ot her s, a lso the or ig inal  paper containing some of the characters transcr ibed from one of

the golden  plates, w hich  paper  Mar tin H arr is took to Professor An thon ,  of New Y ork, for him  to read

: “the words of a book that is sealed:” but th e learned professor, although  a great linguist cou ld not r ead

the language of the Nephites.  There i s some ev idence  in  t h e  Amer i c an  C y c l o p ed i a  favorab le to th e B o o k o f

M o rm o n  th at I w ill  spea k  of. It  is as fo llo w s:

“Mar tin H arr is call ed u po n P ro f. A nt ho n, o f N ew Y or k ,  with a  transcr ipt  on paper  which  Smith

had given him of the characters on one of the golden plates. 'Th is pap er, ' P ro f. An thon  said, in a  letter

dated  New  Yor k, Feb. 17,  1834 , 'w as in fact a singu lar scrol l. It con sisted of all k inds of cro ok ed

cha rac ter s, di spo sed i n co lu m ns,  and had evident ly  been prepared by  some person w ho had  before him



at the tim e a book  containin g various alph abets. Greek and  H ebrew  letters, crosses and flourishes, R oman

let ter s, inverted or placed sideway s, were arranged and placed in perpendicular columns,” etc. T he

“learned” could not  read it,  and th e book  w as delivered  to hi m t hat is n ot lear ned. I w ill qu ote tw o verses

from the twenty-ninth chapter  of Isa iah,  which is the prophecy regarding this matter .

“And the vision  of all is becom e unt o y ou as th e wo rds of a boo k t hat is sealed, w hich  men del iver to

one that is learned, saying, Read this,  I pray  thee: and he saith, I cannot, for it  is sealed: and the book is

delivered to him that is not learned, saying, R ead this,  I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned.”

(Verses 11 and 12.) No m an could read it ,  but God gave to an unlearned boy the gift  to translate i t .

I wi l l  now  give you a descr ipt ion of the m anner  in w hich  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  was translated. Joseph

Smith would  put  the seer  stone into a hat, and put his face in the hat, drawing it closely  arou nd h is face

to exclude the  li ght ; and in  the darkness the spiritual l ight wo uld shine. A  p iece  of someth ing  resembl ing

parch men t w oul d appear , and o n th at app eared  the w ritin g. One character  at  a  t ime would  appear ,  and

und er it w as the in terpr etatio n in  English.  Brot her  Joseph  would read off  the Engl ish to O l i v er  C o w d er y ,

who  w as his pri ncipa l scribe,  and when it  w as written down and repeated to Brother Joseph  to see if it

w as correct , then  it  would  d i sappear ,  and another  charac ter  wi th  the in terpret a tion  wou ld appear . Thus

the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  was  t rans la ted  by  the  gi ft  and power  of God,  and not  by  any  power  of man .

The characters I  speak of are the engravings on the golden plates from wh ich the book  was translated.

They  w ere  eng rav ed t her eon  by  th e ha nd  of a h ol y  pr op het  of G od w ho se name w as Mo rm on, w ho li ved

upon  this land four hundred y ears after Christ.  Morm on's son, Moron i, after  witnessing the destruct ion

of his br ethr en, th e N ephit es, wh o w ere a w hite r ace--they  be ing destroy ed by  the L aman ites

(Indians)--deposited the  go lden p la tes in  the  ground,  accord ing to  a  command of God.  An ange l  of the

Lord directed Brother Joseph to them. T he lan guage of the N ephites is called the reformed Egy ptian

langu age.

I w ill giv e y ou t he pr eface to the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  wr i t ten  by  Moroni ,  and transla ted  in  the same

mann er as the Book w as translated.

Pr eface.

An A ccount W ritten By T he Hand O f Morm on U pon Plates Taken From  The Plates Of Nephi.

“Wherefore, i t  i s an  abr idgm ent  of th e rec or d of t he p eop le o f N eph i, a nd  also  of th e La m ani tes;

w ritt en to the Lamanites ;  who are a  remnant of the h ouse of Israel; an d also to  Jew  and G entil e; w ritt en

by  way  of commandm ent,  and a lso by the Spir i t  of prophesy  and of revelat ion.  Writ ten and sealed up,

and hid up  unto  the Lor d, that  they might not be destroyed;  to come forth by the g if t  and power of  God

unto  the  in terpre tat ion  thereof;  sea led  by  the hand of Moroni,  and hid up unto the Lord, to come forth

in due tim e by th e way  of Gentile; the interpretation th ereof by the gift of God.

“A n abridgment taken from the Book of  Ether: also, wh ich is a record of the people of Jared; who

were scattered at  the tim e the Lo rd confou nded th e language of th e people, w hen th ey  wer e build ing a

tow er to get t o heav en: w hich  is  to show u nto the remnant of the house of Israel  what great things the

Lord hath  done for their fathers; and th at they  may  know  the covenants of the Lord,  that  they are not

cast  off forever; a nd also t o th e convincin g of the Jew an d Gentile th at Jesus is the Chr ist, the Eternal

God,  manifest ing himself  unto al l  nat ions.  And now  if th ere  are  faults, t hey  are th e mi stakes of m en;

w herefor e, condemn not the th ings of Go d, th at y e may  be foun d spotless at th e judgm ent  seat of Christ.”

“Moroni .”

Al so Th e Testim ony  Of T he T hree W itnesses

“Be i t  known  unto a l l  nat ions,  k indreds,  tongues, and people ,  unto whom this  work  shall com e, that w e,

through the grace of God the Father and our Lord Jesus Ch rist,  have seen the plates wh ich contain this

record, w hich  is a  record of the people of  Nephi ,  and a lso of the Lamanites,  their  brethren,  and also of

the  people of  Ja red ,  who came f rom the tow er of w hich  hath  been  spok en, an d w e also k now  that t hey

have been t ransla ted  by  the  gi ft  and pow er of Go d, for H is voice  hath  declared i t un to u s; wh erefore w e

know of  a  sure ty ,  that  the work  i s  t rue.  And we also testify t hat w e have seen the engravings which are

upon  the  p la tes ; and they  have  been shown unto  us  by  the pow er of God, and not of man.  And w e declare

with  words of  soberness ,  that  an angel  of God cam e down from heaven,  and he brought and la id before

our eyes,  tha t we  beheld  and saw the  p la tes , and the engravings thereon; and w e know tha t  th i s i s by  the



grace of God the Father,  and our  Lord Jesus C hrist that w e beheld and bear  record that  these things are

tru e; and it  is mar velou s in ou r ey es, nevert heless, the v oice  of the Lord commanded us that w e should

bear record  of it; w herefor e, to be obedient  unto the commandments of God,  we bear test imony of th ese

th in gs.  And w e know  that if we are faithful in Ch risti ,  we shall  r id our garments of  the  b lood of a l l  men ,

and be found spotless before the judgment seat of Christ , and  shal l  dwe ll  w i th  h im e terna l ly  in  the

hea ven s. And  th e ho no r b e to  th e Fa th er,  and  to  th e Son , an d to  th e H ol y  Gh ost , w hi ch i s one  God.

Amen.

Oliver  Cow dery Davi d W hitm er Martin H arris.”

A nd  A lso T esti m on y  O f Eigh t W itn esses.

“Be it know n unto al l  nations, kindr eds, tongues, and people, unto wh om this w ork shall  come , that

Joseph S m it h , J r .,  the translator of this work , has shown  unto us the p la tes of  which  ha th  been spoken ,

w hich  have the ap pearan ce of gold; an d as man y  of the leav es as the said Sm ith h ath tr anslated ,  we di d

handle w ith o ur h ands, an d w e also saw  the en gravi ngs ther eon, al l of w hich  has the  appearance  of anc ient

work , and  cur ious w or k m ansh ip . A nd  th is w e bear record with w ords of soberness,  that the said Smith

has show n un to u s, for w e have seen  and hefted,  and know n of  a surety ,  tha t  the  sa id  Smi th  has  got  the

plates  of which we have spoken. And w e give our names unto the world to w itness unto  the w orld th at

which w e have seen; and we l ie not,  God bearing witness of i t .

C hri stian W hitm er Jacob W hitm er Peter  Whitmer,  Jr . Joh n W hitm er

H iram  Page Joseph Smith,  Sr . H y rum  Smith , and Samuel H . Smith.”

Dear  Reader:-I want to  ask y ou th is question, if y ou are an  unb eliever  in th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  and I  hope

y o u wil l  study  over it  prayerfully . Th e testim ony  of seven men,  Matthew, Mark ,  Luke,  John,  Paul ,  Peter ,

and Jude, comes down to us eighteen hundred years old;  you accept their testimon y  as true. To day  we

have the testi mo ny  of eleven w itnesses w ho h ave liv ed in o ur gen eratio n on e of w hich  (m yself) is sti l l

l i v ing -- these  eleven men hav ing  l ived  honorable  and upr ight l ives  -- but  you re jec t  the i r  test imony and

accep t th e test im on y  of th e seve n m en w ho  hav e bee n d ead e igh teen  hu nd red  y ear s.

If you  wil l  not  grant  a possibil ity  of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  being true, and sit in judgment and hasti ly

condem n i t  a fte r  reading what I have wri t ten,  you can surely  see for yourself that  your heart  is ful l  of

preju dice.  Rememb er that prejudice is not of God. It  is  the spir i t  that hast i ly condemned and stoned the

prophets of God in al l  ages past .  So beware,  and look wel l  to y our o wn  heart, that  Satan does not  b l ind

your  understanding to the truth.  If  you  are open to invest igat ion and convict ion, I pray y ou to  read  the

Book of Mormon wi th  a  p raye r fu l heart.  All persons who are spiritual ,  having a fair understanding of  the

scri pt ur es,  how  they  can read t hat Bo ok  and rej ect it, is very  strange  indeed.  The Book carr ies  convict ion

with  it. T he w ise men  of  th i s wor ld  cou ld  never  wr i te a  book l ike  i t .  Any  one with out prejudice, who is

honestly  seeking for the tru th, can  see  the finger o f God in  that b ook . It ma kes pl ain th e doctr ines w hich

are so obscur e in th e N e w  T e s ta m e n t ,  and over which the rel igious world is  divided. For instance,  the mode

of baptism; t he “signs” or spiritu al gifts which C hrist said in plain  wo rds should follow  them  that  bel ieve

in  H i m . A l l who are not bl inded to the understanding of the N e w  T e s ta m e n t  scriptures, w ill adm it that

the spir i tual  g i fts  should be wi th the believ ers in C hrist today , is because they h ave not th at s trong  and

l i v ing faith that the ancient church had --  down to about 200 y ears after the death of the Apostles:  the

B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  explains this matter in ful l .  Likewise many  other quest ions of vital  importance in the

doctr ine of C hri st, w hich  the Chr istian world  has been contending and disput ing about for ages ,  this  Book

com es forth fro m G od to  explai n th em.

A s we know,  C hr i st  and the apostle have taught that man m ust worship God in H is appoint ed way ;

that  is, that  they  must be r ight as to the true points of Christ 's doctr ine : But  because  a  man i s r ight on  the

doctr ine of Ch rist, this alone w ill not en title him  to the high est glory  hereafter. W e are taught that we

mus t endure faithful  unto the end, and bring forth fruit .  Com ing into the fold of Christ  is s imply the

birth in to  the chur ch; w e are then  babes, an d from  a babe w e mu st grow  in ch arity , grace, an d kn ow ledge,

on toward the full  stature of the perfect man in C hrist;  and to grow, w e must walk  in  the Sp i ri t ,  hav ing

the fruits of the Spirit, w hich is “love, joy , peace,  lon gsuffe ri ng,  gen tle ness,  goo dn ess, fai th , m eek ness,



temperance.” T h en  w e are Chris t 's ,  and “have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.” (Gal.

v:22-24).  This is  the subject that is  nearest my  heart . The Spirit of Ch rist in man. I could w rite v olu mes

on this subject,  but w hy  should I ,  when God's  Holy W ord is so ful l  upon this  matter .  Those who cannot

understand from the Word of God regarding the boundless love and Spi ri t o f C hr ist,  w hi ch S pi ri t m ust

be in man or he is not C hr ist' s, they  cou ld  not  comprehend i t  from my  wr i t ing , however  eloquent  I might

be.  It is a  gift  which God alone gives to man, w hen man com plies with certain conditions of heart as laid

down  in God's Word. T he object of this pamphlet is  to guide some honest  hear t s in to  the t rue  doct rine

of Ch rist, hopin g that w hen they  have found th e straight and narr ow  way , that th ey m ay c ont inu e to

walk  therein, and brin g forth mu ch fruit to the glory  of God.

I desire to say a few wor ds concerning  the Holy  Ghost, which is  th e Spi ri t o f C hr ist -- th e gr eat est gi ft

of God to man. Many  people claim to have this gift .  I am not judging anyone, but I wi l l  te l l  you how  we

can te l l  when we have the Spir it  of Ch rist;  and when w e have not this feeling and spirit ,  we have not H is

Spir i t . When w e have the Spir it  of  Christ , our  hearts are fi l led with the love of God tha t  reaches out  and

tak es in a l l  men,  even our enemies.  We then have every  parti cle of preju dice, m alice, en vy  and h atred  cast

ou t of  our  hear t ;  we  then have no hat red  whatever  toward  any  person ,  even an  enemy.  Remember  the

wo rds of Christ : “For i f ye love them which  love  you ,  what  reward  have ye?  Do not  even the  Publ icans

the same? But I say unto y ou, Love you r enemies; bless them that curse you; do good to them that hate

you .  *  *  *  Tha t  ye  may  be  the ch ild ren  o f your  Father which is in heaven.” Nothing short of this is the

Spir it  of Chr ist .  By this y ou can know  whether y ou have the Holy  Ghost or not.  This is  the test .

The re l ig ion of J e sus Ch rist is embodied in  one w ord, and th at w ord is Love; it  is the first and great

commandm ent, for  on  it h ang s th e law  and  th e pr op het s. Ch arity  is the great lack  of r eli gio us p ro fessor s.

A s we lo ve and judge others,  so we wil l  be judged at the last  day.  The principal  idea in rel igion is the

fatherhood of God, and brotherhood of man. C hrist taught us to pray, O ur  Fath er who ar t  in  heaven .

Our  mot i ve  in  serving God mu st be love and not fear. Those who have never had the gift of the Holy

Ghost, cannot  unders tand how a  person cou ld  actua l ly  love  and do good to  any  enemy;  but  those  who

have this g ift  can understand some things of the Spiri t  of God , becau se they  are spir itu ally  discern ed. (1

Cor.  i i :14.) He who cannot  forgive an enemy  and actually  love him  and do good t o him , has not  y et been

born again,  and has not the Spir i t  of Christ .

“N ow  if any m an have not the spirit of Christ,  he is none of his.” (Rom. vii i :9.) W hen a man has this

spirit -- which  i s the  Holy  Ghost -- he  loves a l l  men so much tha t h i s greatest desire in this world is  to do

the greatest amou nt of good to h is fellowm an that i s possible.  What is  the greatest  good I  can do to my

fel lowmen? It is to tu rn t heir fo otsteps hea venw ard; to  preach  the gosp el and t he lov e of C hri st to th em.

The spi ri t o f C hr ist  is u nse lfi sh.  It will act in all m en today  as it did in Paul. H e said: “Not  seek ing  mine

own  profit ,  but the profit of many, that they  may  be saved.” (1 Cor. x: 33. ) M y  sou l  en la rges  when I

contemplate this subject.  My  heart goes out in  fervent zeal  and love for the  ch i ldren  of  men, in m y  great

desires for  thei r  sa lvat ion ; bu t God is  just ,  and in His wisdom we are here in this  world to suffer  tr ia ls  for

a season, which w i l l  work  out  for  us a  fa r  more  exceed ing and  eter nal  w eigh t o f glo ry , if w e ar e fait hfu l

wh ile here in this world.  God has placed man on the earth to  be a  free a gen t u nt o h im self,  and h e receives

good or evil, tru th or error , just according to the way  his heart is inclined.

In  chapt er ii, I giv e a few qu otati ons from  the B o o k  o f  M o r m o n . I wo uld especi ally  call th e reader ' s

at tent ion to chapter iv, in Part Second of this pam phlet, in w hich I explain how  the church drifted in

errors by g iv ing heed to revelat ions that  were given by Joseph Smith after he h ad tran slated th e B o o k o f

Mo r m o n .

I have briefly  not iced som e of the evi dences of that  Book , hop ing th at thi s pamp hlet  may  fa l l in to  the

hands of some h onest h ear ts  who love the Lord in deed and in truth;  who are wi l l ing to take upon

them selves reproach for the name of Christ ,  and that by reading this work  they m ay be led to invest igate

the eviden ce of  th e t ru th  of  th at  Bo ok  -- w hic h ar e m an y  -- and become convinced that  i t  is  the Word of

God.  Par t Sec on d of t hi s pam ph let  is an  add ress  to  the La t te r  Day  Sa in ts  to  po int  ou t the errors they are



in . By  reading the address to them y ou can understand the posi t ion of the Church of Christ ,  and how the

Latt er Day Saints  have in great  measure departed from the fa ith of the church as it w as first established.

I wil l close th is chapter  by  some q uot ation s from t he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n , an d a few  rem ark s.

“And when ye  shal l  receive  these  th ings ( the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n ), I would exho rt y ou that y e ask God,

the eternal  Father,  in the name of Christ ,  i f these things  are  not true;  and i f  ye shal l  ask w ith a  sincere

heart , with  real intent, having faith in C hrist, he wi ll man ifest the tr uth  of it un to y ou,  by  the po w er of

the H oly  Gho st; and b y  the po w er of th e H oly  Gho st, y e may  kn ow  the tr uth  of a l l  th ings.” (Moroni

x:1.)

“For it (th e B o o k o f  Mo r m o n )  shal l  be brought out  of  darkness unto l ight ,  according to the Word of

God;  y ea, it shall be brou ght out  of the earth, and it  shall shine forth ou t of darkn ess, and come unto  the

kno wledge of the people: and it shall be done by  the pow er of God. *  *  *  *  It  shal l  come in a day  w hen

the pow er of Go d shall b e denied  (2 Tim. ii i :5), and churches become defiled, and shall be lifted up in  the

pride of their  hearts ;  yea,  even in a day wh en leaders of churches,  and teachers , in  the pr ide  of th eir  hea rt s,

even to  the en vy ing o f them  wh o belong to their churches; yea, it  shall  come in a day  wh en there shall

be hea rd  of fir es, an d te m pest s, an d va po rs o f smo k e in  for eign  lan ds;  and there shall a lso be heard of wars

an d r um or s of w ar s, an d ea rt hq ua k es in  div ers p lac es.” (B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  chap. iv, par. 2,3.)

Dear  reader ,  can you not discern th e sign s of th e ti m es? God is  beginning to warn the inhabitants of

the earth,  and these signs shal l  increase. The ful lness of the iniquity o f the Gentiles is nigh at hand -- in

the Lo rd 's m ann er o f speak in g. C hr ist  says in  the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n ,  that destructions wil l  come upon this

nat ion if they do  not repent. I cry unto y ou w ith al l my  soul ,  repent !  repent !  and seek unto God that  you

m a y know  the truth of these things,  whether that  book is from God or  not . I t i s t ru ly  the  st ra ight  and

narrow  w ay . Str aig ht  m ean s close, narrow , and difficult to find. C hrist said, “Straight is the gate, and

narrow  is the way , wh ich leadeth un to life, and few th ere be that  f ind it ,” If the truth as it  is in C hrist is

hid aw ay  dow n in  the dep ths of th e so-called Mormon Problem,  i t  i s t ru ly  the  st ra ight  and difficult way

to  find .  And I wi l l  say  to  a l l who  desire  to have part in th e first resurrection, havi ng the w hole tru th as

it is in C hrist,  that in the depth of these seeming m ysteries and stumblin gblocks, there y ou w ill find t h e

P e a r l o f  G r e at  Pr i c e.  May  God help  y ou dear reader, to  break t he bands of Satan -- g ive up this vain world

-- and fulfil l the mission for whi ch the God of heaven created you  into the w orld.

Chapter 2

In th is chap ter I giv e y ou a  few q uot atio ns from  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .

(In  2 Tim.  i i i :1-5, Paul prophesied that in the last da y s, men  shall h ave a form  of  godlin ess, but den y

the po w er t her eof.  T he p ow er i s th e H ol y  Gh ost , an d it s m ani festat io ns.  Paul say in  1  Cor .  x i i :7 ,  that  “the

manifestat ion of the Spirit is  given to every m an,” that is,  every m an wh o has the Holy  Spirit .  To one if

given the one gift and to one another gift .)

***  “Wo e unt o all w ho t rem ble,  and  are  ang ry  beca use  of the truth of God. For behold, he that is built

upon  the rock,  receiveth i t  with g ladness:  and he that  is bui l t  upon a sandy foundation, trembleth l est  he

fall .  But behold, there shall  be many  at that day, w hen I shall  proceed to do a  'marve lous work '  among

them, that  I may rem ember my covenants which I have mad e unt o th e childr en of men , that  I may  'set

m y  hand aga in  the second time to r ecover my  people,' (Isa. xi :11 ) w hi ch a re o f th e ho use o f Israel ; an d al so

that  I  may  remember  the prom ises wh ich I have made unto  thee, N ephi, and also u nto th y  father, that

I w oul d rem emb er y our  seed; ***  man y  of the G entil es shall say , A  Bible! A  Bible!,  w e have go t a Bibl e,

and there cannot  be any  mo re Bibl e. But t hus said t he Lo rd G od: O  fools, th ey  shall h ave a  Bible; and it

shall proceed  forth from the Jews, mine ancient covenant people.  And what thank  they the Jews for the

Bible w hich  they  rece ive f rom them? Yea,  what  do  the  Gent i l es  mean? Do they  remember  the t ravel s,  and

the labors,  and the pains of the Jews, and their di l igence unto me, in bringing forth salvat ion unto the



Gen til es? O  y e Gent iles, hav e y e rem emb ered the Jews, mine ancient  covenant people? Nay;  but  y e have

cursed  them, and have hated them, and have not sought to recover them. B u t behold, I wil l  return al l

th ese th in gs u po n y ou r o w n h ead s; fo r I,  the Lord,  hath not forgotten my people .  Thou fool, that shall

say,  we  have got  a B ib le ,  and we need  no more Bible.  have y e ob tai ned  a Bi bl e, sav e it  w ere  by  th e Jew s?

Know  y e not that t here are mo re nation s than one? Know  y e not that  I, the Lo rd y our  God,  have cr eated

all men, and that I  remember those who are upon the is les of the sea  (Acts  xv i i :26 ) ,  and tha t  I ru le  in  the

heavens above and in  the earth ben eath; and I brin g forth m y  wo rd unt o the childr en of men, y ea, even

upon all the nations of the earth? Wh erefore murm ur y e, because that y e shall receive mor e of my  wo rd?

Know  ye not that the test imony of two nations is  a witness unto you that I am God,  tha t  I remember  one

nat ion lik e unto  anoth er? W herefore, I speak t he same  w or ds unto  one na t ion  l ike  unto  another .  And

when the two nat ions shal l  run together , the  test imony  of  the  two nations shal l  run  together  al so .  And

I do this that I may  prove u nto m any , that I am th e same yesterday , today , and forever; and t hat I speak

forth my  words according to mine own pleasure .  And because that  I have spoken one w ord,  y e need  not

sup po se that  I cannot speak another ; for m y  w ork  is not y et f in ished;  neither shal l  i t  be,  unt i l  the end of

man; neither from that t ime henceforth and for ever. W herefor e, because th at y e have a Bi ble,  ye need not

sup po se th at i t co nt ain s all  m y  w or ds;  nei ther need ye suppose that  I have not  caused  more  to be  wr i t ten :

*  *  *  For behold,  I speak unto the Jews, and they shal l  write i t ;  and I shal l  also speak unto the N eph ite s,

and they  shall w rite it ; and I shall  also speak  unt o th e other  trib es of the ho use of Israel, w hich  I  have led

away  (the ten  lost tr ibes, supp osed to b e bey ond t he No rt h S ea -- from  the Book of Esdras),  and they shall

write i t ;  and I shal l  a lso speak unto al l  nat ions of the earth,  and they shal l  write  it .  And it  shal l  come to

pass  that the Jews shal l  have the words of the Nephites,  and the Nephites shal l  have the words of the Jew s:

and th e N eph ite s and  th e Jew s shal l h ave  th e w or ds of t he l ost  tr ib es of Isr ael:  and  th e lo st trib es of Israel

shall have the words of the Nephites and the Jews.  And i t  shal l  come to pass that  my people ,  who are of

the house of Israel , shall  be gathered home unto the lands of  their  possess ions;  and my w ord shall  a lso be

gather ed in on e. And I  wi l l  show unto them that  f ight  against  my w ord and against my  people,  who are

of the hou se of Israel, that I am Go d, and  that I covenanted w ith A braham , that  I would remem ber his

seed forever. * * * For  behold,  except ye shal l k eep t he c om m and m ent s of G od y e sha ll a ll l ik ew ise p eri sh.

*  *  *  As many  of the Genti les as  wi l l  repent ,  are the covenant people of the  Lord ;  and as man y  of the Jew s

as w ill n ot rep ent, sha ll be cast off. *  * * W oe un to th em  that turn  aside the  jus t  for  a  thing  of nought , and

revile against that which is good,  and say that  i t  i s  of no w orth (the Book of Mor mon); for the day shall

come that the Lord God w il l  speedily visit  the  inhab i tants of  the  ear th ; and in that day that th ey are fully

r ipe in in iqui ty , they  shall p erish. B ut b ehold , if the in hab ita nt s of the earth shall  repent of their

wick edness and abominations they  shall  not be destroy ed, saith the Lord of hosts.”

From th e twelfth chapter of 2 Nephi:

But he that bel ieveth these things which I have spoken, him w il l  I  visi t  with the  m ani festat io ns o f m y

spirit ,  and he shall  know  and bear record.” (Ether i :12.)

“If any  man w ill do his w ill, he shall k now  of the doctrine, w hether it b e of God, or w hether I speak

of my self.” (John vii :17.)

I will say  a wo rd here in r egard to a passage in Rev. xx ii:18:

“For I test ify u nto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book (the Revelat ion of

Joh n),  i f any  man shall add  unto these things, God shall  add unto him th e plagues that are written in this

book.”

This  mean s that n o m an shall  add un to th e prop hecy  o f J o hn ' s Revelatio n. It can be plainly  seen that

it does not  refer  to  the Bible , because the books which compose our Bible were not  compi led when the

Revelat ion w as wr itten . A ll th e other  book s wh ich com pose th e Bible w ere afterward add e d t o  Jo h n ' s

Reve la t ion .

Our  Bible compr i ses on ly  the book s wh ich th e canon s decided to co mp ile. T here ar e man y  inspir ed

b oo k s that  have never come down to us .  There are over fi f teen books spoken of in the Bible that  are not



in  the Bib le.  In the fol low ing p assages are some of th e book s spoken  of that  are no t in t he Bib le.  2Chron .

ix:29.  1Ch ron. x xix:29. N um . xxi:14. 1Kin gs xi:41. 2Ch ron. x iii:22. 2C hron . xii:15. 2C hron . xx:34.

2Chron . xxv i :22 .  Gen .  v :1.  Ex . xx iv :7.  1Sam.  x :25 .  1Kings  iv :32.  2Chron .  x ii :15. In 1C or.  v :9 ,  a third

epistle to  th e C or in th ian s is m ent io ned ; w e ha ve o nl y  tw o. In  C ol . iv :16 , th e epi stle  from  Laod icea. In

Jude i i i ,  a second epistle of  Jude is  spoken of ;  we have but one.  I have a  copy of the book of Jasher; It is

spoken o f in 2 Sam. I:18 and Joshu a x:13.

I w i l l  g ive  a  few quota tions f rom the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  in rega rd to  some p oint s of doctri ne ov er w hich

the religious wo rld is divided:

“Wh erefore,  I w ou ld e xh or t y ou , th at d eny  no t th e po w er o f Go d; fo r  he  worke th  by pow er,

according to  the faith of the children of men, the same today  and tomorro w, and forever. And again I

exhort you , my  brethren, that ye deny not the gifts of God, for they are many ; and they come from the

same God.  An d there are different w ays th at these gifts are admin stered; but it is the same  God w ho

work eth a l l  in al l ;  and they are g iven by the manifestat ion of the Spir it  of  God unto  men , to p rofit t hem .

For behold , to on e is given by  the Spir it of God , that  he may teach the word of wisdom; and to another ,

that  he m ay  teach  the word of knowledge by the  same Sp i r i t;  and to  another , exceed ing grea t  fa i th ; and

to anot her, t he gifts of heal ing b y  the sam e Spiri t. * *  * (and  so on, t he different  g i ft s  wh i ch  are

enumerated by  Pau l  in  1Cor .  x i i .)  *  *  * * and all  these gifts of which I have spoken, which are spiritual ,

never  wil l  be  done away, even so long as the world shal l  stand, only according to the unbel ief of the

child ren  of men.  Wherefore ,  there m ust  be fai th ; an d if t her e m ust  be fai th , th ere  m ust  be also be h ope;

and if th ere  m ust  be h op e, t her e m ust  also  be ch ari ty ; an d ex cept  y e ha ve ch ari ty , y e can  in  no  w ise be

saved in the k ingdom  of God.” Mo roni x :1.

“And he  (Chr i s t ) said  unto  them,  On th is wise shal l  ye  bapt ize;  and there shal l  be no d i sputa t ions

among y ou. V erily  I say un to y ou, t hat w hoso rep enteth o f his sins throu gh you r words,  and desireth to

be bapt ized in my  name,  on this wise shal l  ye bapt ize them: Behold,  ye shal l  go down  and stand in  the

water , and in my nam e shal l  ye bapt ize them. And now  behold,  these are the words w hich y ou shall say,

ca ll ing them by  name,  say ing :  Hav ing authori ty  g iven me of Jesus Christ ,  I bapt ize you in the name of

the Father ,  and of the Son, and of the Holy  Ghost .  Amen.  And then shall  ye imm erse them in the water ,

and come forth again ou t of the water.” (Nephi v :8.)

“The manner  which the disciples, who w ere called the elders of the church, or dained priests and

tea che rs.  After  they  had  prayed  unto the Fath er in t he nam e of C hri st, they  laid th eir ha nds up on t hem ,

and said , In  the name of Jesus Christ  I ordain you to be a  pr iest ;  (or  i f  he be a  teacher),  I  ordain you to be

a teacher ,  to  preach  repentance and remiss ion  of s ins through Jesus Christ ,  by the endurance of fa ith on

his name to the end. Am en. And after this manner did they or dain pr ies t s and teachers , accord ing to  the

gifts and ca l l ings of  God unto  men; and they  orda ined  them by  the pow er of the H oly  Ghost w hich w as

in them. – (Chapter 3, Book  of Moroni.)

“The manner of  their  e lders and priests admin istering the flesh and b lood of  Chr i st  unto  the church .

And  they administered it  according to the com man dmen ts of C hri st; w herefor e w e kn ow  the m anner  to

be tru e; and t he elder  or pr iest did m inister  it. A nd th ey  did kneel  down  wi th  the  church ,  and pray  to  the

Fath er in the name of Ch rist,  saying, O  God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee in the  name  of  thy  Son  Jesus

Chr ist , to bless  and sanct i fy  this  bread to the souls of al l  those wh o partake of it ,  that they m ay eat in

rem emb rance  of the body of thy Son,  and witness unto thee,  O God,  the Eternal  Father , that  they are

wil l ing  to take upon them the name of thy  Son, and always remember him, and keep his commandments

w hich  he hat h giv en them , that th ey m ay  alway s have his Spirit to be w ith them . Am en. -- (Ch apter 4,

Book of Mo roni.)

“The m ann er o f adm in iste ri ng t he w in e. Be ho ld,  th ey  to ok  th e cu p, a nd  said ,  O God,  th e Eternal

Father , we ask thee,  in the name of thy  Son Jesus Ch rist,  to bless and sanctify this wine  to the souls of al l

those  who drink of i t , that  they may do i t  in remembrance of the blood of thy Son w hich was shed for

them , that they  may  witn ess unto th ee, O God, th e Eternal Father, that they  do alway s remember him,



that they m ay have his Spirit to be with th em. A men. -- (Chapter 5, Book of M oroni.)

“And now I  speak concer nin g bapti sm. Beh old, el ders, pr iests and teach ers w ere bapt ized; an d they

were not bapt ized,  save they brought forth frui t  meet  that  they w ere worthy of i t ;  nei ther did they receive

any  unto  bapt i sm,  save  they  came for th  wi th  a  broken hear t  and a  contr i t e sp ir i t ,  and  wi tnessed  unto  the

chur ch that  they  t ru ly  repented of a l l  thei r  sins : And  none were received unto bapt ism, save they took

upon them  the nam e of C hri st, havi ng a deter mi natio n to  serve him  to th e end. A nd after  they  had been

received  unto  bapt i sm,  and were wrought  upon and c leansed  by  the power of the Holy  Ghost, they w ere

num bered  am ong t he people of  the Church of Christ ,  and their  names were taken,  that  they might be

rem emb ered and nour ished by th e good wo rd  o f God, to k eep them  in th e righ t w ay , to k eep them

continual ly  watchful  unto prayer ,  re ly ing a lone upon the meri ts  of Christ ,  who w as the author and the

finisher  of  their  fai th .  And the church did meet  together oft ,  to fast and pray,  and to speak  on e with

anot her  concer nin g the w elfare of th eir sou ls: and t hey  did m eet together oft to parta ke o f bread an d w ine,

in  remembran ce of the Lord Jesus; and they w ere strict to observe that there should  be no in iqu i ty  among

them ; and whoso was found to commit iniqu ity ,  and three w itnesses of the ch urch  did con dem n th em

before the e lders;  and i f they repented not ,  and confessed not ,  their  names were blotted out , and they were

not numbered among the people of Christ ;  but as oft as they repented, and sought forgiveness,  with  real

intent, they  w e re fo rg i ven . And the i r meet ings were  conducted  by  the church ,  a fte r  the  manner  of the

w ork ings of  the  Sp i r i t,  and by  the po w er of the H oly  Gho st; for as the p ow er of th e H oly  Gho st led them

whether to preach or exhort ,  or  to pray,  or  to suppl icate,  or to sing, even so it w as done. -- (Ch apter 6,

Book of Mo roni.)

Concerning a l i tera l  gather ing of th e Israe l of G od u po n t he e art h i n r igh teo usn ess and h olin ess, see

the passages of  scr ipture which are g iven below.

The B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  contains prophes ies concern ing  the ga ther ing of Israel ,  which are much m ore full

and explan ator y . I wi ll no t go in to deta il on  the teach ings in  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  in regard to this matter ,

t rust ing that a ll w ho h ave beco me interested in that  Book wi l l  read i t . Jer .  xxxi :8-14.  Israel  shal l  be

gathered, “and they shal l  not  sorrow  any m ore at  al l .” Jer . xxxii :37-41. Israel shall  be gathered, “and I wil l

g ive them  one heart, an d one w ay,  that they  may  fear me forever.” Isa, liv:7, who le chapter, Isa. xi:11-16,

Ezek. xx xvii:15-28, Ezek. xx xiv:13-31.

R egar din g th e tw o fo reg oi ng p assage s, re m em ber  th at t hi s pr op hesy  w as given  abou t 400 y ears after

King David w as dead. Ezek. xi :17-21. Rev. v:9-10. “And they  sang a new song, saying,  T hou art  worth y,

e tc. ,  *  *  *  *  “and has t  made  us unto  our  God k ings and pr iest s; an d w e sh all  rei gn  on  th e ear th .” A t the

end of the millen i al  r e ign  on t hi s ear th , th en c om es th e en d of t he w or ld a nd  th e seco nd  and  last

resurrect ion . A ll o f th e dea d sh all  th en r ise.  O nl y  th e ri ght eou s shal l r ise  a t  the f ir s t resurrect ion . (Rev.

xx:4-8, and whole chapter . )  At the end of the w orld  is the final  judgem ent, after  w hich  there sh all be a n ew

earth and  a ne w  hea ven . T hen  a gr eat  vo ice o ut  of h eav en c ri ed “Be ho ld,  th e tab ern acle  of G od is  with

men, and he wi l l  dwel l  with them, and they shal l  be his people,  and God himself shall  be wi th  them,  and

be their God.” (Rev. xxi:1-7.)

In  regard to the gathering of a part of the house of I srael  upon th is  land of  Amer ica ,  which  i s the  land

God gave to the seed of Joseph (son of Jacob) ; and the gather ing of a  part  of the  house of  Is rae l  upon the

land of Palestin e, w hi ch i s th e lan d G od g ave  to  th e Jew s, I gi ve y ou  som e of t he w or ds of J esus C hr ist

hi m self,  which he spake to the  people whi le  he w as upon  this lan d, after fin ishin g his m ission at J erusalem .

(B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  Nephi ix:9-12 and x:1.)

“And it  shal l come to pass that I wil l  establish my p eople, O house of Israel . And behold, th is people

wil l  I establish in this land, unto  the  fu l f il l ing of  the  covenant  which  I made  wi th  your  fa ther  Jacob ;  and

it shall be a n ew  Jeru salem.  An d the p ow ers of heaven  shall be i n th e mi dst of thi s people;  y ea, even  I wil l

be in the midst of you . Behold,  I am he of whom  Moses spake,  saying,  A prophet shal l  the Lord your G od

rai se up unto y ou of you r brethren, l ike unto  me, him shall  y e hear in al l  things whatsoever he shall  say

unto  yo u. A nd it  shall come to pass that every soul  who wi l l  not  hear  that  prophet ,  shal l  be cut  off from



amon g the people. V erily , I say unto  y ou, y ea; and  all  th e pr op het s fro m  Sam uel , an d th ose  that  fol low

after , a s many  as have spoken, have test ified of me. And behold,  y e are the chi ldren of the prophets ; and

y e are of the house of Israel ;  and ye are of the covenant which the Father made with  your  fa thers,  say ing

unto  Ab raham , An d in thy  seed, shall all th e kind reds of the earth be blessed; the Father havin g raised me

up unto  you  f irst ,  and sent me to bless you , in turning aw ay every  one of you from  his iniquities; and this

beca use  ye are the chi ldren of the covenant. An d after th at y e w ere blessed then fu l f il l eth  the Father  the

covenant wh ich he made with A braham, sayin g, in thy seed shall  al l the kindr eds of the earth be blessed,

unto  the  pour ing  outof  the H ol y  Gh ost , th ro ug h m e up on  th e Ge nt ile s, w hi ch b lessi ng u po n t he G ent ile s,

shall makethem  mighty  above al l , unto the scatter ing of my  people,  O house of Israel : and they shall  be

a scourge u nto  the peo ple of th is land.  N everth eless, wh en th ey  shal l  have  rece iv ed t he fu lln ess of m y

gospel, then i f they shal l  harden their  hearts aga in st  me,  I  wi l l  return their  in iquit ies  upon their  own

hea ds,  saith the Fa ther . A nd I w ill rem emb er the covenant which I  have made with my  people,  and I have

coven anted  w ith t hem , that  I wo uld gat her th em  together in m ine ow n due tim e; that  I  would give unto

them  again the land of their  fathers,  for their  inheritance,  which is  the land of Jerusalem, wh ich is  the

promised land unto them forever ,  sa i th the Father .

And  it shall com e to pass that the time cometh, when the ful lness of my  gopel shal l  be preached unto

them , and they shal l  bel ieve in me,  that  I am Jesus Christ ,  the son of God , and sha ll pr ay  unt o th e Fath er

in  my  name .  Then  sha l l the ir  wa tchmen l if t up the ir  vo ice ;  and wi th  the voice toget her shall t hey  sing;

for they shal l  see eye to eye.  Then w il l  the  Father  ga ther  them  togeth er again , and gi ve un to th em

Jeru salem  for the land o f their i nher itance.  Th en shal l  they break forth into joy  -- s ing together ye waste

places of Jerusalem: * * * * * * A nd then shal l  be brought to  pass that wh ich is wr itten, A wak e, awak e

again , and put on  thy  strength,  O Zion;  put  on thy beaut iful  garments , O Jerusalem, the holy c i ty ,  for

henceforth  there shal l  no more come into thee  the uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake thyself from the

dust ; arise, sit do w n, O  Jeru salem;  loose th y self from t he ban ds of thy  neck , O  captiv e daugh ter  of  Zion .

For  thu s saith th e Lor d, Y e have sold  y our selves for nou ght; an d y e shall be r edeemed  w itho ut m oney .

Verily , veri ly ,  I  say u nto you,  that  my  people shall  know  my  name:  yea ,  in that  day they shal l  know  that

I am he that do th speak.

And  then shal l  they say ,  H ow b eaut iful  upon the mountains are the feet  of him that  br ingeth good

tidin gs unt o th em,  that p ubl isheth  peace: th at bri ngeth  good t idin gs unto  them  of good, that publisheth

salva tion ; that sait h un to Zio n, th y  God r eigneth ! A nd th en shal l  a  cry  go  forth , Depart  y e, depart y e, go

y e out from thence, touch not that w hich is unclean;  go ye out of the m idst of her; be y e clean, that bear

the vessels  of the Lord.  For ye shal l  not go out with haste , nor go by f l ight : for  the Lord wi l l  go before

you ;  and the God of Israel shall  be your rearward.  Behold,  my servant shall  deal  prudent ly ,  he shal l  be

exhal ted and extolled, and b e very  high. A s man w ere astonished at thee; (his visage was so marred more

than  any m an,  and his form mor e than the sons of m en), so shall he sprink le many  nations; the kings shall

shu t their mouth s at him, for th at w hich  had been  told t hem  shall th ey  see; and that  which they had not

heard shall they  consider. Veril y , verily , I say unto  yo u, all th ese things shall  sure ly  come,  even as the

Fath er hath  com man ded m e. Th en shall  this cov enant  w hich  the Fa ther  hath  coven anted w ith h is peopl e,

be fulfi l led; and then shall  Jerusalem be inhabited again with m y people, and it shall  be the land of their

inh eritan ce. And veri ly ,  I say un to yo u, I g ive unto  you a  sign , th at y e m ay  k no w  th e ti m e w hen  th ese

thin gs shall be about t o take  p lace ,  tha t  I shal l  gather  in  f rom the i r  long disp ersi on , m y  peo pl e, O  ho use

of Israel ,  and shall  establish again among them m y Zion . And  behold ,  th is  is  the  th ing which I  wi l l  g ive

unto  you for a sign, for verily  I say unt o y ou,  that w hen t hese thin gs wh ich I declar e unt o y ou,  and w hich

I shal l  declare unto y ou hereafter of m y self, and by  the po w er of th e H oly  Gho st, w hich  shall be gi ven

unto  y ou o f the Fath er, shall  be m ade k now n un to t he Gentiles, that they may  know  concerning this

peopl e w ho ar e a remnant of the house of Jacob, and concerning this my p eople w ho shal l be scatter ed

by  them  (the Indi ans); * *  * w hen t hese thin gs come t o pass, tha t thy  seed shall begin  to k now  these

th in gs,  it shall  be a sign u nto  them , that  they  ma y  kno w th at the wo rk of the Father h ath already



com m enc ed u nt o t he fu lfil lin g of t he c ov ena nt  w hi ch h e ha th  m ade u nt o t he p eop le w ho  are  th e ho use

of Israel .  And when that day shal l  come, i t  shall  come to pass that  k ings shall  shut  their  mouths;  for that

w hich  had not been told them shal l they see;  and that which they had not  heard shal l  they consider .  For

in  that d ay , for m y  sake shall  the Fa ther  work  a work ,  which  shal l  be a  grea t and marve lous work  among

th em ; an d th ere  shal l be  am on g th em  th ose  wh o w ill  not bel ieve i t ,  a l though a man shal l declare i t  into

them . But beh old, th e life of my  servant shall  be in m y  hand;  therefore th ey  shall not  hur t him , altho ugh

he shall be marred beca use o f them. Y et I wil l  heal him, for I wil l  shew unto th em that my  wisdom is

greater  than the cunning of the devi l . Therefore i t  shal l  come to pass, th at w hosoev er wil l  no t believe in

m y  wo rds, wh o am Jesus C hrist, w hom  the Father shall cau se him to b ring forth  unto  the Genti les, and

shall give unto him po wer that he shall  br ing them  forth  unt o th e Gent iles, (it shal l be don e even as M oses

said, ) they  shall be cu t off from  amo ng m y  peopl e wh o are of th e covena nt; an d m y  people w ho ar e a

remnant of  Jacob, shal l  be among the Genti les,  yea ,  in the midst  of  them, as  a  lion among the beasts  of

the forest ,  as  a  young l ion among the f locks of  sheep,  who,  i f he go through, both treadeth down and

teareth in pieces, and non e can deliver. Their hand shall  be l ifted up upon their adversaries, and all their

enem ies shall  be cut  off.  Yea,  wo be unto the Genti les,  except they repent, for it  shall come to p ass in that

day , saith the Father , that  I  wi l l  cut  off  thy horses out  of  the midst  of th ee, a nd  I w ill  dest ro y  th y  cha ri ot s,

and I wil l  cu t  off  the  ci t i es  of thy  l and ,  and throw down a l l thy  strong holds;  and I wil l  cut off witchcrafts

ou t of thy lan d, and thou shalt have no more sooth-sayers: thy  graven images I wil l  a l so  cut  of f,  and thy

s tand ing images out of the midst of thee; and thou shall  no more w orship the  works  of  thy  hands ; and I

wil l  pluck up th y grov es out of the midst of thee; so wil l  I destr oy  th y  cit ies.  A nd  it sh all  com e to  pass

that  all  ly in gs, an d de ceiv in gs, an d en vy in gs, an d str ifes ,  and pr iestcrafts  and whoredoms,  shal l  be done

away . For i t  shal l  come to pass,  sai th the Father , that  at  that  day,  w hosoever wi l l  not  repent and come

unt o m y  beloved So n, th em w ill I cut off from  amon g my  people, O house of Israel ;  and I wil l  execute

vengeance and fury u pon them , even as upon the heathen, such as they h ave not heard.

“But if they  w ill rep ent,  and  hea rk en u nt o m y  w or ds, a nd  har den  no t th eir  hea rt s, I w ill  estab lish  m y

chur ch among them, and they shal l  come in unto the covenant, and be numbered among th is  the  remnant

of Jacob, unto whom  I have given this land for their  inheritance,  and they shal l  assist  my  people,  the

remnant of Jacob; and also, as many of the house of Israel as shall  come, that they m ay bu ild a city , w hich

shall be  ca l l ed  the New Jerusalem;  and then shal l  they  assi st  my people  tha t  they  m ay  be  gathered  in , who

are scattered upon all  the face of the land, in  un to th e New  Jeru salem .  And then shall  the power of

heaven  come down  among them ; and I also wil l  be in the m idst, and then shall  the  work  of the Fa ther

com men ce, at tha t day  even w hen  this  Gospel  shal l  be preached among the remnant of this people. Verily,

I say un to y ou, at th at day  shall th e w ork  of the Fa ther co mm ence am ong al l the d ispersed of m y  peopl e;

y ea, even th e trib es wh ich h ave been  lost, w hich  the Father hath led away out of  Jerusalem. Yea,  the work

shall comm ence among all the di spersed of m y  peopl e, w ith t he Fat her, t o prep are th e w ay  w hereb y  they

m a y come un to m e, that they  may  call on  the Fat her  in my  name;  yea ,  and then shal l the work

com men ce, with the Father ,  among a l l  the nat ions, in prepar ing the way w hereby his  people may be

gather ed home to  the land of their  inher itance.  And they shal l  go out from al l  nat ions;  and they shal l  not

go out  in h aste, nor  go by  flight;  for I w ill go  before th em,  saith the Father, and I will  be their rearw ard.

And  in the mouth of the three witnesses shall  these things be establ ished;  and the test imony  of thr ee,

and this work, in the w hich shal l  be shown forth the power of God, and also His word, of which the

Father , and the  Son ,  and the  Holy  Ghost beare th  record ;  and all this shal l  stand as a testimony  against the

wor ld at t he l ast  day.  And if  i t  so be that  they repent and come unt o th e Fath er in t he nam e of Jesus, they

shall be received into the kingdom  of God. And n ow, if  I  have no authori ty  for these things,  judge ye ,  for

y e shal l  know tha t  I have author ity  w hen ye  sha l l  see me ,  and we shal l  st and before God at th e last day.

A men .” (Ether  ii).

H eark en,  O y e  Gent i l es , and hear  the words,  of Jesus Christ ,  the Son of the l iving God, which he hath

com man ded m e tha t  I shou ld  speak  concern ing  you ,  for  behold ,  he commandeth  me that I sho uld w rite,



sayin g: T ur n,  all  y e Ge nt ile s, fro m  y ou r w ick ed w ay s, and repent of  your  ev i l  doings,  of your  l y ings  and

deceivings,  and of your w horedoms,  and of your  secret  abominat ions ,  and your idolatr ies,  and of your

m ur der s, and of your  pr iestc raf t s,  and your  envy ings,  and your  strifes, and from all y our w ickedness and

abo m in ati on s, and come unto me,  and be baptized in my  name,  that  ye may receive a  remiss ion o f your

sin s, and be fi l led with the Holy  Ghost, th at y e m ay  be n um ber ed w ith  m y  peo pl e, w ho  are  of th e ho use

of Israel .” (Nephi chap. xiv.)

Part Second

Chapter 3

To Believers In The Book Of M ormon.

Dear Brethren :

The spirit of God moves upon me to send forth this epistle unto you . It is w isdo m  in  Go d th at t hese  facts

w hich  I give yo u have not been made generally  known long  ago .  But now the Spirit of God has made it

m ani fest  to  me to  make  them know n. The tim e is at hand to  prepar e for the day  wh en the gospel w ill go

to the house of Israel !  It  has been made know n t o m e that  when the gosple wi l l  go to the remnant of  Jacob

( the Lamanites),  it  must go to them as Christ has given it to us, the fullness of w hich  is in th e B o o k o f

M o rm o n  and th e New  T e st a m e n t .  I  know that  the Latter  Day Saints are teachin g some er ror s in doct rin e,

and I  hope to convince the honest  in heart among th em of this fact. The comm ands of  God are s tr i c t,  and

his w or d is y ea, y ea, a nd  nay , n ay . It i s a seri ou s th in g for  m an t o ad d do ctr in es to  th e doctrine w hich

C hr ist  has t augh t  i n  h is word . C hrist has taught  that it is necessary to b e abiding in h is doctrine, and

w hosoev er teac hes m or e or  less than the doctrine which he has taught in his wor d, is not in Him.  H e has

taught but one doctrin e. I do not  mean  to ju dge or co ndem n th e Latter  Day  Sa in t s.  God i s the  judge .  But

I wi l l  speak the truth as  the Spir it  of God m oves upon m e to speak  it ,  and I hope and pray that many  wil l

heed  the truth -- that  they wi l l  lay  as ide a l l  error , and come in upon th e doctrine of Christ,  as it i s t aught

in  the wr itten w ord.  I believe th at the L atter  Day  Saints wh o are oppo sed to poly gamy  have done a great

work  and great good. I believe they  have don e a great w ork  in carr y ing for th th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  We

cannot alway s understand God's  ways of  deal ing with his people.  God suffers  men to be led into error

beca use  of their  blin dness of heart . H e w ork s wit h m en on ly  accordi ng to  their  faith an d obedi ence;  bu t

now  the Spir it  of  God is  moving upon the Elders of the Church of Ch rist  to go forth  unto a l l  the bel ievers

in  the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n , and u nto  all ot her p eople,  c ry ing  repentance,  and ca ll ing  on them to heed  to  the

teachings  of  Christ .  I do not mean  to per secute Joseph h i s son , and bel i eve  h im to be  a good man. Joseph ,

l ik e many  of those of old wh om G od had  chosen, fell  into e r ror;  and why  shou ld  we  want  to  fo l low any

man into error ? Should we put ou r trust in an arm of flesh? Nay , veri ly!

There never l ived but one perfect man, and that was Christ ; and he is our only law giver . Therefore

we should  take great  heed and compare wi th  the  “wr i t ten  word” a l l  doct rines,  and l aws  and reve lat ions

coming throu gh any  man,  for any  man  can fal l  into error and lead every on e into er ror who t rus t s in  man.

God cho oses t he w eak  th in gs of t hi s w or ld,  so th at m an sh ou ld n ot  pu t th eir  tr ust  in  m an a nd  m ak e flesh

their arm, but pu t their trust in God on ly .  I t i s just ,  in  God ' s  wisdom,  that  every  one  who i s  not  l iv ing

sufficiently  spir i tual  to discern between truth and error ,  should be led into error .  God cal l ed  Sau l  and



many  others of old who afterward fel l into error and lost the Spir i t , kno wi ng that th ey w ould fall, so as

to let  every on e be led into error by  them w ho had such little faith in God as to m ake a man t heir God,

and tr ust  in “an arm of flesh,” instead of putting their wh ole faith and trust in God only, and heeding H im

only . God suffered them to be led into error because of the ir  t rangress ions  and lack  of fai th  in  H im . C hr ist

has spoken, an d the voice of God h as declared from the heaven s: “Hear  y e him !” H is teachin gs in th e B o o k

o f  Mo r m o n  and th e N e w  T e s ta m e n t  are th e same.

But the Latter Day Saints have another book of doctrine --  the “Do ct ri n e a n d C ov en an ts”  -- in w hich

are the doct rines that Christ never taught to the “twelve” at Jerusalem, nor to the “twelve” upon this

conti nent . Th e Latter  Day  Saints bel ieve these new doctr ines ,  which do not agree with the teachings of

Chr ist . W hy  do t hey  bel iev e th em ? Beca use  they are put t ing too  much t rus t  in  a  man !  This has been the

m i st ak e of God's people in al l  ages past . Read  the  scr iptures and observe  how very  soon the great majority

of God's people alway s fel l in to  er ror  by  t rust ing  in  man. Men  w ho w ere hu mb le w hen G od cho se them ,

but afterward fel l  into error . If men do not l ive near enough to God to  discern error w hen it com es -- and

it m ay  ap pe ar  as a n  an ge l o f l ig ht -- ( fo r i nstance, po ly gamy ) -- God suffers  them to be led into error

beca use  of their  trangressions.  See how m any of the prophets whom  God cal led afterward fel l  into error .

Saul,  David, Solomon, and m any p rophets in Israel .

Now ,  I do  not  judge,  nor  say  whether  Sau l ,  Dav id , So lomon,  or Joseph  wil l  be sav ed o r l ost . T hese

are a l l  in  the hands of a just God. Perh aps the errors of David w ere mor e grievous that  th ose o f Joseph .

N o w I hope y ou un derstand me. I am  not persecutin g Brother Joseph ,  and never did persecute him.

Beca use  he err ed is no rea son w hy  I should  not  love h im . God  called  him to translate  his sacred word by

the power  and g i ft  of God;  but he  was not  cal l ed  to  se t  up  and estab lish  the  church  any  m ore  than  any

of us Elders were.  This  wi l l  I  prove concl usiv ely  later  on, from evidence which y ou are bound to accept.

The “Choice Seer,” spoken of in the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  i s  not Brother Joseph . I wi ll giv e y ou h ere a bri ef

out l ine concerning this “Choice Seer” who is  yet  to come forth . Th e man  w ho is n ot lear ned  ( in  2Nephi

xi;  18),  refers to Brother Joseph ,  but the “Choice Seer” (in 2Nephi  i i )  i s another man.  He is  to come from

the Lam anit es. H e is to co me fr om  the fru it of t he lo ins of Jo seph (o f Egy pt),  tha t  seed  be ing  the “branch

w hich  w as to be br ok en off” at Jerusalem , to w hom  this lan d w as consecrated for  their  inh eritan ce forever

-- being Lehi and his seed; Lehi 's seed being l itt le Joseph,  w ho r eceived  the blessing from his father Lehi,

that  his seed shou ld no t be ut terly  destroy ed; for o ut o f his seed wh ich sho uld n ot all  be destro y ed ( the

Ind ian s) should come to this “Choice Seer .” This  is the interpretat ion of this chapter . This  “Choice Seer”

will  be of tha t seed. H is nam e w ill be J oseph, a nd hi s father' s nam e Joseph.  H e is to tra nslate sealed

records yet to come forth, ( spoken of in  2Nephi xi :18). “And n ot to the bringing forth my  wor d only ,

saith the L ord,  but  to th e conv incin g them  of  my w ord.” “How  many  Indians did Brother Joseph

conv ince?  He never preached a sermon to them in  his  l ife to my  know ledge.  May God  help y ou b reth ren

to understand this chapter , for i t  can only be understood by the enl ightening power of the Holy  Ghost.

I t  i s very pla in to me.  I speak in ful l  on this subject  in chapter  X.

I want to say to the Latter Day Saints,  that the elders of the Churc h of C hri st, in co mi ng to  them ,

come to  th em  as th eir  br eth ren , in  lov e an d in  m eek ness.  God forb id  that  we  shou ld  persecute you ,  who

have lik ew ise tak en upon y ourselves the “shame of Chr ist” in  this age of the world -- which shame, in the

ey es of the w orld , is believ ing th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  No ; we love y ou, and b y th e help of God we wil l

labor , t rust ing  tha t  the day  i s not  fa r  d is tant  when the honest  in  hear t  among you,  and among a l l  bel ievers

in th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  and the wor ld ,  may a l l  be one with us upon the doctr ine of Christ ,  working by

the pow er and gifts of God to prepar e the w ay f or the gospel  to go to the Hou se of Israel .  God only

k n ow s how I have grieved and suffered and plead with him  for you for the past forty-eight years,  that you

migh t repent and be enl ightened by the Holy  Ghost  to see the errors in which y ou have been led.  To God

belongs  the my stery of his dealings with his people; he is al lwise, and  h is w ay s are  no t m an' s w ay s.

Morm on stood al one for  man y  y ears, w hen t he w hole ch urch  of N ephit es and Lamani tes  had  every  one

gone in to  er ror  and transgression. He stood alone, holding the authority,  and prayed to  God continually



that  he m ight go  to them and preach to them;  but the  Lord  forb id  h im to  preach  to  them.  Then le t no

m a n judge hasti ly as to my auth ority , lest he judge wrongly  and continue in error; but  go  to God in

pray er and fast ing,  and f ind out the truth,  for  the Holy G host  wi l l  guide you  into a l l  t ruth. If you bel ieve

m y  testim ony  to th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ;  if y ou believe th at God spa ke t o us th ree w itnesses by  his ow n vo ice

from the heavens, and told me to  “separate  myse lf  from among the Lat ter  Day  Sa in ts,  for  as they  sought

to do unto m e, should it  be d on e u nt o t he m .” In the spring of 1838 ,  the  heads of  the  church  and many

of the  members  had  gone deep in to  er ror  and blindness. I had been striving with th em for a long time to

show  them  the err ors in to w hich  they  w ere dri fting,  and for my  labors I received only  persecutions. In

Jun e, 1 83 8,  at  Far  W est , M o. ,  a secret organization was formed, D o ct o r  A v a rd be ing  pu t in as th e leader

of the band; a certain oath w as to be administered to all the brethern to bin d them to supp ort the heads

of the church in everything they should teach. A ll w ho r efused to tak e this oat h w ere con sidered

dissenters from  the chu rch, an d certain t hings  were to be done concerning these dissenters,  by D r . A v a r d 's

secret band.  I make no farther statements now; but suffice it  to say that  my  persecut ions,  for  try ing t o

show them their  errors,  became of such a nature that I had to leave the Latter Day  Saints; and, as I rode

on ho rseb ack  ou t o f Far  W est,  in June, 1838, the voice of God from  heaven spake  to m e as I have stated

abov e. I was call ed out  to ho ld th e auth orit y  w hich  God ga ve to m e.

I see from a letter written by  the heads of the church, wh ile they w ere in Liberty  Jail,  that  they

repen ted w hi le i n ja il o f hav ing anyth ing  to  do wi th  th is  secre t  organiza tion ,  and came out  aga in  D r .

A v a r d,  declaring i t  a l l  wickedness,  and resolved to henceforth disapprobate everything that  was not

accord ing to the gospel, and w hich w as not of a bold, frank  and upright nature. I quote from this let ter ,

prin ted in  the T i m e s a n d  Se a so n s ,  July,  1840:

“W e far ther caution  our  bre thren  against  the impropr iety  of  the organizat ion of ban ds or  com pan ies,

by  covenants,  oaths,  penalt ies,  or secrecies; but let  the t ime past of our  exper ience  and suffer ing  by  the

w ick edn ess of D r. A v ar d suffice. And let our covenants be that of the everlasting covenant, as it  is

conta ined  in the Holy W rit ,  and the things which God has revealed unto us .  Pure f r i endsh ip  alw ays

becom es weakened the very m oment you u ndertake to make i t  s tronger by  penal  oa ths  and sec recy .  Your

hum ble servants  intend from henceforth to disapprobate everyth ing that is not in accordance with the

fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ,  and w hich is not of a bold, frank and up right nature.”

They  were  put  in  ja i l  in  No v emb er ,  after I had left them. N ow  y ou see wh y  I left the Latter Day

Sai nt s. After  I  le ft  them they  say  they  gave men  a  tr i al  and cu t me off. Ab out th e same time th at I came

out,  the Spirit of  God moved on qu i te  a number  of the brethren wh o came out, w ith their families. All

of the e i gh t  w i tnesses who w ere then l iving (except the three Smiths) came out; Pet er  and Ch ristian

W hit mer  were dead. O liv er  C ow der y  c ame  out also. Mar tin H arr is was  then in  Ohio .  The  church  went

deeper  and d eeper i nto  w ick edness. T hey  w ere dr iven  out of M i sso u r i,  and went to Nauvoo ;  and were

driv en ou t o f Nauvoo ,  and went to Salt Lake,  where they  are to day, believ ing  in  the doctr ine of

poly gamy .

Nearly  al l  the members at  Nauvoo  went to Salt Lake.  Only  a  very few re jected th e rev elat ion on

poly gamy . Th e Reo rgani zatio n is bu ilt u p pri ncipa lly  of mem bers – not  of the ol d chu rch -- but th e new

converts.  The major i ty  of  those who did not go to Salt Lake are in the R eorganized C hurch  today .

Many  of the Reorganized Church have wondered why I  have stood apart  from them. Brethren,  I here

will  tell y ou w hy . God  com man ded m e by  his ow n vo ice to  stand apart  from you .  Many  of  you th ink

that I have desire to lead -- to lead a church  that  believe as I do. I have no such desire. A  one-man  leader

to the  church  is  not  the teachings of  Christ .  After  Brother Joseph  w as kil led, m any  came t o m e and

im por tun ed me to come out and be their leader; but I refused. With these statements, so yo u w i l l

understand m e, I  wi l l  proceed to show y ou how the heads of  the church went into one error after  another .

I fol lowed them into many  errors in doct r i ne, w hi ch t he L or d h as sin ce sh ow n m e, an d w hi ch e rr or s I

have confessed and repented of, and wil l  speak of in this pamphlet .

I am not preaching self-justif ication from being in errors in doctrine in th e past. It is since  1847  that



I have b een shown al l  the errors into which I had fol lowed the heads of the church, and th at wh en God' s

own  due  time came for  bu i lding  up the waste places of  Zion, the C hur ch of C hri st mu st be establish ed

on the teachings of Christ,  wh ich teachings in their purtiy  a re in  the new covenant of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,

and come for th  to  us to  se t t le  a ll  d i sputa t ions about doctr ine,  because many pla in and precious things have

been  ta k en  fr om  th e r ecor d o f the J ew s,  an d o n al l d oc tr in al  po in ts  -- or de r o f the churc h of fi ce s,  et c.  --

we mu st rely u pon it .

C hr ist  commanded the Nephites  to wri te  his teachings , for  they  w ere to  come down to  us as the

ful ln ess of h is go spel  to  us.

And  wh y  is it? Oh, w hy  is it that  y ou  w ill  no t ta k e th e w or ds of  Ch rist himself, and lay dow n y our

content ions and di sputa t ions , t ak ing h i s p la in , simp le teachi ngs w hich  he has giv en us in  that b ook ? As

y o u kn ow , the t eachin gs of Ch rist are t he sam e in th e N e w  T e s ta m e n t  and in  the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n ;  but  on

account of  the pla in and precious things being taken from the Bible ,  there is room  therein for d i sputa t ions

on som e do ctr in al p oi nt s; b ut  th e te ach in gs of C hr ist  in th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  are pure , p la in ,  simple  and

full . Christ  chose “twel ve” and call ed them  disciples or  elders, no t apostl es, and th e “twel ve” ordai ned

eld ers,  pr iest s, an d te ach ers.  These are al l  the spiritual offices in the Church of Christ ,  and their  dut ies  are

plainly  g iven .  The  manner  of bapt ism,  and the manner of  administer ing the flesh and blood of Chr i s t , and

ever y th ing pertai ning to the C hurch of Ch rist is plainly set forth in the fullness of the gospel,  as I wil l

show  y ou i n th is epistle.

O f cour se I do not m ean to  place on e book  ahead of th e other . I am al so called  to bear  wi tness  tha t  the

Bible is true.  The  ange l  who dec lared  unto  us  tha t  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  was tru e, also declared unto u s that

the Bib le w as true.  Th ey  are bot h th e w ord o f God, an d as it is pro phesied,  they  both  shall be o ne.

Concern ing the question of my auth ority  to administer in the ordinances of the Chu rch of Christ;  I

have th is t o say ; A s I ha ve st ate d, I w as cal led out to hold the authori ty  that  God gave to me.  I  am not

judging as to whose authority  was good, or whose authority w as not  good .  I am not  judg ing as to  any

m a n ' s authority  now  to act in the church he is in, h e has auth orit y  to act in  the ch urch  he  i s in :  but  the

Lord has made  it  known to  me tha t no man has authority  to act  in “the Church of Christ ,” without  be ing

adopted therein according to the gospel of Christ .

I believe there are many  honest hearts among all  the orders of Latter Day  Saints, and man y in  al l

chu rch es,  and in  the wor ld, that w ill y et come to a k now ledge of the truth . Man y  of yo u believe, th at

beca use  some of the spir i tual  gi f ts are with you,  therefore you  must  be in  the t rue doct r ine o f Chr i s t;  bu t

this does not  follow . Th e “signs” are produ ced in a bel iever by his faith.  Some of the signs have been with

all the fact ions who bel ieve the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n . If you  have no t charit y , the signs w ill pr ofit y ou n othi ng.

C hrist said, “Many  wi ll say to  me  in that  day,  Lord,  Lord,  have we not prophesied in thy nam e? and in

thy  name have cast out devi ls? and in thy name done many  wonderful  work s? And then  I w ill  pr ofess

unto  th em , I  nev er  k new  y ou .”  (M at t.  vi i: 22 -23 . )  No,  brethren, do not think that because some of the

spiritual  g i fts  are with a  church,  that  that  church cannot be  in  e r ror by  teach ing more  or  le ss  than  the

doctrine of Christ .

Chapter 4

How The Ch urch W as Established In The Beginning, And How  They Drifted Into Error .

In  June 1829 ,  the translation of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  was f in ished.  God gave it to us as his Holy  W ord,

and left  us as men to work  out our own  salva tion  and set  in  order  the Church of  Chr i s t  accord ing to  the

w ritt en word. H e left  us as men to receive of His Spirit as we walk ed worthy  to receive it ;  and H is Spirit

guides  m en into al l  truth;  but the spir it  of man guides man into  er ror.  When God had g iven  us the B o o k

o f  Mo r m o n ,  and a  few revela t ions  in  1829  by  the  same means that  the Book  was  t rans la ted ,  commanding

us to rel y  upo n th e w ritt en wo rd in establishing the church, H e did His part; and it left us to do  our part



and to be guided by the H oly Gh ost as we w alked worthy  to receive.  God works w ith men according to

their faith and obedience. H e has unchangeable spiritu al laws wh ich He cannot break; and H e could not

be so merciful  as  to give mor e of His Spirit  to any  man, t han th at man  was worthy  to receive by his faith

and ob edience.

In the b eginn ing w e w alk ed hum ble and worthy  to  receive  a grea t  port ion  of the  Sp i r i t of  God,  and

w e were  gu ided  r ight ly  a t  fi r st  in  es tab l i sh ing the Church, but w e soo n b egan  to  dri ft in to  err or s, be cau se

we heeded our own desires too much,  instead of re ly ing sole ly  upon  God and be ing led entirely by  His

Spir i t . How  easy  i t  i s  for  man to  dr i ft  in to  er rors,  and th ink  a t  the  t ime tha t he  i s do ing God' s wil l .

Brethren , few of us know how  wi ly  and cunning Satan works,  and how easy  a  man can  be dece ived  and

led into errors.  Satan work s in many  way s to lead the spiritual man into error step by step. I w ill state a

few  facts  concerning some of Brother Joseph ' s  errors in th e beginn ing, al so the err ors of us all , in o rder

to  show you  these most important truths,  viz:  How  humble and contrite in heart a man mu st be to

receive revelat ions from God: and how very w eak man is , and how l iable  to be led into error , th ink ing

at the time that he is doing God's wil l .

A t tim es when Brother Joseph  wo uld attem pt to tran slate, he wou ld look  into th e hat  in  which  the

s tone w as pl aced , h e fou nd  he w as spiritually blind and could not tr anslate. He  told us that his mind dwelt

too much on ear th ly  th i ngs,  and various causes would m ake him incapable of proceeding with the

t ransla t ion . When in this  condition he wou ld go out and pray, and w hen he became sufficiently  hum ble

before God, he could then proceed with the translation. Now  we see how very str ict  the Lord  i s,  and how

he requires the heart of man to be just right in His sight, before he can receive revelation from him.

W hen  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  was in the hands of the printer ,  m ore  money  w as needed to  fin i sh  the

pr in t ing of  it .  We were  wa i ting  on Mar tin H arr is who w as doing his best to sel l  a part of his farm, in

order  to rai se the necessary  funds. A fter a tim e Hyrum Smith and others began  to  get  impat ient , th ink ing

that  Mar tin  was too slow and under transgress ion for not sel l ing his land at  once, even if at a great

sacrifice.  Brother Hyrum  thought they should not wait  any longer on Mar tin H arr is, and t hat th e mo ney

should be ra ised in some other way.  Brother Hyrum  was vexed with Brother Mar tin , and t hou ght th ey

should get the m oney  by  some m eans ou tside o f  him, and not  le t  h im have  anyth ing  to  do wi th  the

publ icat ion of the Book , or receiving an y  of the profits thereof if any  profits should accrue. H e was  wrong

in thus judging Bro: Mar tin ,  because he was doing a l l  he could toward se l l ing his  land.  Brother Hyrum

said it had  been suggested  to him that some of the brethren might go to Toront o, Canada,  and sel l  the

copyr ight of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  for considerable money : and he persuaded Joseph  to inquire of the Lord

about i t .  Joseph  concl uded to do so. He had not y et given up the stone. Joseph  looked into the hat in

w hich  he placed the stone, and received a revelation that some of the brethr en should go  to Toronto,

Canada ,  and  tha t  they  w ould  se l l the  copyr ight of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  Hir am Page and O liv er

C ow der y  went to Toronto  on this mission, but  they  failed ent ire ly  to  se l l the  copyr ight ,  re turn ing

wi thout any m oney. Joseph  was at my  father's house wh en they return ed. I w as there also , and am  an ey e

w itn ess to th ese facts. Jacob W hit mer  and Joh n W hit mer  w ere also pr esent w hen Hir am Page and

O liv er  C ow der y  returned from Canada .  Wel l ,  we  were a l l  in  grea t  t roub le;  and w e asked Joseph  how

i t  was tha t  he had received a revelat ion from the Lord for some brethren to go to Toronto  and sell the

copyright,  and the breth ren had  utter ly  fa i led in their  undertaking.  Joseph did not know  how  it was, so

he enquired of the Lord about i t ,  and behold the fol lowing revelat ion came through the stone:  “Some

revela t ions are of God:  some revelat ions are of  men:  and some revelations are of the devil.” So w e see that

the revelatio n to go  to Toronto  and sel l  the copyright was not of God, but was of the devi l  or  of  the heart

of man . W hen a m an enq uir es of the Lo rd con cernin g a mat ter, if h e is deceived  by  hi s ow n ca rn al d esir es,

and is in error, he wil l  receive an answer according to his erring heart,  but it wi l l  not  be a  revelat ion from

the Lord. Th is was a lesson for our benefit and we should have profited by it  in future more than w e did.

Wi thout m uc h ex pl an ati on  y ou  can  see t he  err or  of Hyrum Smith in thin king evi l  of Mar tin H arr is

wi thout a cause, and desiring to leave him out in the publ icat ion of the Book;  and also the error of



Brot her  Joseph  in  l i s tening to the persuas ions of  men and inquir ing of the Lord to see i f they might not

go to Toronto  to sell th e copy righ t of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  when it  was made know n to Brother Joseph

that  the w ill of th e Lor d w as to hav e Mar tin H arr is raise the m oney .

Remember  this m atter  bre thren ;  i t  i s very  important .  Far ther on  I wi l l  g ive you references of scr ipture

on this point, showing that this is God's way  of dealing with  His people. Now  is i t  w i sdom to  pu t  your

tr ust  in  Joseph Smith,  and believe al l  his revelat ions in  the Doc t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s to be of God? Every

one who does not des ire to be of Paul ,  or  of Apol los ,  or of Joseph, but desires to be of C hrist w ill say th at

it i s  not  wisdom  to put our trust  in him and bel ieve his revelations as if from God's ow n mou th! I wil l

say  here,  that  I  could te l l you other fa lse revelat ions that  came through Brother Joseph  as mou thp iece,

(not th rough  the s tone ) bu t  th is  w i l l su ff ice.  Many  of Brother Josep h's  revelations were never prin ted.

The revelat ion to go to Canada  w as wri t ten down on  paper ,  but  was never pr inted.  When Brother Joseph

w as humble  he had  the Spir i t  of God with him ; but when he w as not humble he did not have the Spir i t .

Brot her  Joseph gave many  true pro phesies when h e was hum ble before God: bu t this is no m ore than

many  of the other brethren did.  Brother Josep h's  tru e prop hesies w ere  alm ost  all  publ ished,  but  those of

the other brethren were not. I could give y ou th e names of many  wh o gave great prop hesies which cam e

to pass.  I w il l  nam e a few : Br ot her s Ziba P eter son, H iram  Page, O liv er C ow dery , Par ley P . Pr att ,

Or son Pr att , Pet er  W hit mer , C hri stian  W hit mer , Joh n W hit mer ,  my self  and others had the gif t  of

pr op hesy . Hiram  Page prophesied a few day s before the stars fel l  in November, 1833 ,  that  the stars

wou ld fall from  heaven  and frigh ten  many  people.  This  prophesy w as given in my presence.  I could g ive

y o u man y  instan ces of true p rop hesies w hich  came t hro ugh  the ab ove n amed  brethren,  but  I  des ire to be

br ief.  I cou ld a lso t ell  y ou  of so m e false  prophesies which some of them gave, when they w ere not l iv ing

hum ble.

After  the tr anslatio n of th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  w as finished, ear ly  in th e spr ing of 1830 ,  before  Apr i l 6 th ,

Joseph  gave the stone to O l i v er  C o w d er y  and tol d me as w ell as the rest that  he w as throu gh wi th  i t ,  and

he d id  not  use the stone any m ore.  He said he was through the work  that God had given him the gift  to

perform,  except t o prea ch  the g osp el.  H e to ld u s th at w e w ou ld a ll h ave  to  dep end  on  th e H ol y  Gh ost

hereafter  to be guided into truth and obtain the w il l of the Lor d. Th e revelatio ns after this cam e thro ugh

Joseph  as “mouth p iece;” that is, he wou ld enquir e of the Lord, pr ay an d ask concernin g a mat ter ,  and

speak out  the r evel ation, w hich he th ought t o be a revelation  from th e Lord; bu t sometim es he was

mi staken  about i t  being the word of the Lord.  As we have seen,  some revelat ions are of God and some

are not. In this manner , through Brother Joseph  as “mou th p iece” came ever y  revelat ion t o establi sh new

doctr ines and offices w hich  disagree  wi th  the  New Covenant in th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  and N e w  T e s ta m e n t !

I  would have you to rem ember this fact .

In  June, 1829 ,  the Lord called O liv er  Cow dery, Martin H arris, and myself as th e th ree  w itn esses,

to behold the vis ion of the Angel ,  as recorded in the fore part o f the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n , and to bear

test imony  to th e w orld  that t he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  is true.  I was no t called  to bear test imony  to the mission

of Brot her  Joseph Smith any farther than his  work  of tran slating t he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  as you can see by

rea din g th e test im on y  of u s th ree  w itn esses.

In  this month I was baptized, confirmed, and ordained  an Elder in the Church of Christ by Bro.

Joseph Smi th.  Previous to this,  Joseph Smith and O l i v er  C o w d er y  had  bapt ized ,  conf irmed and

ordai ned  each oth er to the office of an Elder in the Church of C hrist .  I was the third person baptized into

the church .  In  August,  1829 ,  we began  to  preach  the gospel  of C hri st. Th e follow ing six  Elders had t hen

been  ordained:  Joseph Sm ith , O liv er C ow dery , Peter W hit mer , Samu el H. S mith, Hyrum Smith, and

myself. The  B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  was sti l l  in the hands of the pr inter , but my  brother, Chr i st i an  Whi tmer ,

had  copied from  the m anuscr ipt the teachings and doctr ine of Christ ,  being the things which w e were

com man ded to preach. W e preached, bapti zed and  confirm ed mem bers in to th e C hur ch of Christ ,  from

August,  1829,  unti l  Apri l  6th,  1830,  being eight months in wh ich time we had proceeded rightly;  the

offic es in  th e ch ur ch b ein g Eld ers,  Pr iest s and  T each ers.



N o w , when April  6,  1830 , h ad co m e, w e ha d th en e stab l ished  th ree branches of  the “Church of

Ch rist,” in w hich three branches were about seventy m embers:  One branch was at Fayett e, N.Y. ;  one

at Manchester ,  N.Y .,  and one at Colesville, Pa. It  is all a m istak e abou t the ch urch  being organized on

April  6, 1830, as I will show . W e were as fully  organized -- spiritu ally  -- before Apr il 6th as we were on

that  day.  The reason why  we met on that  day was this ; the world had been te l l ing us that  we w ere not

a regu la r ly  organ ized  church ,  and w e had n o righ t to o fficiate in t he or dinan ce of mar riage,  hold  chur ch

property,  e tc. ,  and that  we should organize  according to the law s of the land. O n this account  we m et at

m y  father ' s house in  Fayett e, N.Y.,  on Apri l  6, 1830 ,  to  at tend to  th i s mat ter  of organ iz ing accord ing

to the laws of the land;  y ou can see this from Sec. 17  Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s: the ch urch  w as organi zed

on A pril  6th “agreeable to the laws of our country .”

It says after this, “by  the wi ll and commandments  of God;” but this  revelat ion came through Bro.

Joseph  as “m ou th pi ece. ” N ow  br et hre n , h ow  can i t b e t hat  th e churc h w as a ny  m or e o rg an iz ed  --

spiritually  -- on Apri l  6th,  than i t  was before that  time? There were six e lders and about seventy members

before Apri l  6th,  and the same number of  elders and members after  that  day.  We attended to our bu sin ess

of  organiz ing,  according  to the  laws  of the  land , the  church  acknowledging six elders as th eir  m in iste rs;

besi des,  a few  w ho h ad recent ly  been bapt ized and not confirmed were confirmed on that  day;  some

bless ings were pronounced,  and we partook of the Lord's  supper .

I do not con sider that the chu rch w as any m ore organized or establ ished in the eyes of  God on that

day  than it w as previous to th at day . I consider that  on that  day  the  fi r st  e r ror  was  in t roduced in to  the

Chu rch of Christ ,  and that  error was Brother Joseph  being ordained as “Prophet Seer and Revelator” to

the  church .

The Holy  Ghost  was with us in more powe r dur ing the  eight months previous to Apri l  6,  1830 ,

than  ever at  any t ime thereafter .  Almost  everyone w ho was bapt ized received the Holy  Ghost  in power,

some prop hesy ing,  some speaking in tongues, the heavens were open ed to som e, and al l the sign s wh ich

C hr ist  promised should fol low the bel ievers were w ith us abun dantl y . W e w ere an h um ble ha ppy  peopl e,

and lo ved each o ther  as breth ren sho uld l ove.

Just before Ap ril 6, 1830, some of the b rethren b egan to thin k th at the church should have a leader ,

ju st l ike the chi ldren of Israel  want ing a k ing.  Brother Joseph  finally  inqu ired  of the Lord about it .  He

mus t have had a desire himself to be their leader, which desire in any form is not of God, for Chr ist said

“If any  man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all , and servant of all .” “He that w ould be  great, l et

him  be  your  servant .” “For  he that  i s  least  among y ou all ,  the same shall  be great.” A tru e and humble

follow er of  Christ  wi l l  never have any desire  to lead or be f i rst ,  or  to seek the praise of  men or bre thren .

Desi r ing any prominence whatever is not humil i ty ,  but  i t  i s  pr ide;  i t  i s seeking pra ise of mortals  instead

of the praise of God. Joseph  r ece ived  a  reve lat ion  that  he  shou ld  be the  leader ;  tha t  he shoul d be or dained

by O l i v er  C o w d er y  a s “Prophet Seer  and Revela tor”  to  the church,  and that  the church should receive

his words as i f  from  God' s own  mou th. Satan surely  rejoiced on that  day , for he  then saw tha t  in  t ime he

could overthr ow  them . Rem ember, “Som e revelations are of God, som e revelations are of man , and some

revela t ions are o f the devil. ” God all ow ed them  to be an swer ed accordi ng to  their  errin g desires. T hey

were lik e the chi ldren  of Israel w antin g a ki ng, an d God  gave them a  k ing ,  but  it w as to their final

dest ruc tion . H e gave th e chur ch a leader ,  but  i t proved their  destruct ion and final  landing of the majority

of them  in th e Salt Lake valley in poly gamy ,  bel ieving that  their  leader had received a revelat ion from

God to practice this abomination. T his was the first erro r th at crept  into  the ch urch . N one o f us detected

it then.  We had a l l confidence in Brother Joseph ,  thinking that God had given him so great a gift  as to

tran slate the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  that  everything he would do must  be r ight .  This  is what  I  thought about

it . You see how w e trusted too much in man instead of going to God in humil i ty ,  and to his w ritt en

wo rd,  to  see i f w e w ere  pr oce edi ng  ri gh tl y . It  grieves  me much to  think  tha t  I was  not more  carefu l ,  and

did not  rely  upon the teachings of Ch rist in the w ritten w ord. But  we w ere then y oung in  y ears, and all

of  us were mere babes in Christ .  Brother Joseph  and m y self wer e only  tw enty -five year s of age.



Although Brother Joseph  w as in this  high office , he was humble most  of the t ime,  and he and al l  of

us had the Spir it  with us when w e were humble,  but  as I  have stated we did not have the  Sp ir i t  w i th  us

in  pow er as a body after this,  as we did before Apri l  6 ,  1830.  After  Sydney Rigdon came i nto  the ch urch

-- or  in the spring of 1831  -- we began  to m ake  prose ly tes fas ter ;  but  great  numbers coming in to  the

chur ch does not a lways s ignify great spir i tual  prosper i ty .  The people made l ight  of t h e c hu r ch  i n N o a h ' s

t ime ,  there was  on ly  e ight  members  in  i t ,  but  i t  proved to  be the  true  church .

I want  the  bre thren  to  understand me concerning this error of ordaining Brother Joseph  to that  office

on April  6 ,  1830.  Not at all do I mean  to say th at I believe the church w as then rejected of God. W hat

occur ed on that  day  was  th is : One of  the  elders  of  the  church  (Joseph )  was l ed in to  a g r ievous e r ror;  and

the mem bers acqu iesced in it .  In time it proved to be a most grievous error, being the cause of the trouble

w hich  afterw ards befel  the people of God.  They put their  trust  in Brother Joseph  and received his

revela t ions as if from God's own m outh. (Jer .  xvi i :5) “Thus saith the Lord:  cursed be the man that trusteth

in  man , and m aket h flesh his arm; and w hose heart departeth  from th e Lord.” Th is has been the great

curse of  the work  of God in  these l a st  days.  Near ly  a l l  o f the church have contin ued to heed the w ords

of men as  i f f rom God 's  own mouth  -- fo llowing  man into  one er ror in  doct r ine after another -- from  y ear

to y ear -- even on dow n into  the doctrin e of poly gamy .

W hen  Ch rist came into the  wor ld,  the doctr ine  of  a one  man leader  to the church was not taught by

H i m , and we are positively u nder C hrist and his teachings in the writt en wo rd.  The  B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  tel ls

us plainly that the words of Christ  are to be made known  in the sealed records of the Nephites,  and in the

record of the J ew s: (the Bi ble) and this excl udes the B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts. (1N ephi  iii: 43).

(Concern ing a “Choice Seer,” who is to  bring forth m ore of the wor ds of Christ from th e sealed records

of the  N ephi tes, and  conv ince an d resto re th e Lam anit es and th e hou se of Israel. See ch apter  10).

The next grievous error which crept into the church  was  in  orda in ing  h igh  pr iest s  in  June, 1831 . This

error w as in tr odu ced a t th e in stig ati on  of Sydney Rigdon.  Th e office of high  priests w as never spo ken

of, and never thought of being established in the church unti l  Rigdon came in . Rem ember th at w e had

been  preaching from August,  1829, unt il June, 1831  -- almost tw o y ears -- and had baptized abou t 2,000

members in to  the Church of  Chr i s t , and  had  not  one h igh  priest .  Dur ing 1829 , several t im es we w ere told

by  Brother Joseph  that an elder w as th e hi ghe st of fi ce in  the church .  In  December, 1830, Sydney Rigdon

and Ed w ar d Partr idge came from Ki rt lan d, O hio , to  Fay ett e, N.Y .,  to see Brother Joseph ,  and in  the

latter  part  of the winter  they returned to Kirt land.  In February,  1831 ,  Brother Joseph  came to Kirt land

where Rigdon was. Rigdon w as a thorough Bible scholar ,  a  man of f ine educat ion,  and a powerful  orator .

H e soon w ork ed him self deep into  Brot her  Josep h's  affections, and had m ore influence ov er him  than  any

oth er man l iv ing.  He was Brother Josep h's  private counsellor, and his mo st inti mat e friend an d bro ther

for some t ime after  they met .  Brother Joseph  r e jo iced ,  bel i ev ing  tha t  the Lord h ad sent to him  this great

and mighty  man Sydney Rigdon ,  to help him in the work.  Poor Brother Joseph !  H e was m istaken abou t

th is,  and l ikew ise al l o f  the  brethren  were mis taken ; for  we thought at that  t ime just  as Brother Joseph

did abo ut  it.  Bu t al as! i n a fe w  y ear s w e found out different. Sy dney  Rigdon was the cause of almost al l

the e r rors  which  were  in troduced whi le he  was in  the church . I believe Rigdon to have been the inst igator

of th e secr et o rga ni zat io n k no w  as th e “Dan ites”  which  was  formed in Far W est Missour i in Jun e, 18 38 .

In  Kirtland, Ohio,  in1831 ,  Rigdon would  expound the Old  Testament scr ip tures  of the  Bib le and B o o k

o f  Mo r m o n  ( in  h is way ) to Joseph ,  concerning the priesthood, hi gh priests, etc., and w ould persuade

Brother Joseph  to inquire of the Lord about this  doctr ine and that  doctr ine,  and of course a revelat ion

w oul d alw ay s come ju st as they  desired  it .  Rigdon finally  persuad ed Brot her  Joseph  to  bel i eve  that  the

high  priests whi ch had  such great power in ancient t imes, should be in the C hurch of Ch rist today. H e

had Brother Joseph  inqu i re of  the  Lord about  it ,  and  they  received an  answer  accord ing to their  e r r ing

desi res.  Remember that  this revelat ion came l ike the one to ordain Brother  Joseph  “Prophet Seer  and

Revelator” to the church -- through Brother Joseph  a s mouthpiece ,  and not  through the stone. R emem ber



also  that “some revelat ions are of God; some revelat ions a re of  man;  and some revela t ions are of the devil .”

Fal se spir i ts,  which come as an Angel of Light,  are abroad in the earth  to deceive, if it w ere possibl e,

the very elect . T hose whom Satan  can  deceive  and lead  in to  error  he  dece ives . Now  do not  understand

m e to say th at I think  a man  w ho is deceived ab out h igh  priests being in the church is going to lose his

soul.  I am  no t ju dgi ng -- Go d is t he j ud ge. B ut  if G od d id n ot  m ean  for  th is or der  of h igh  pr iest s to  be

ordai ned  in the Church of Ch rist,  it is a serious error to have added that ofice to the Ch urch. If God did

not mean for Brother Joseph  to set  himself up as  Seer to the c hurch, and the church to receive his

revela t ions as if from God's ow n mou th, I tel l  you brethren it  is a  most  ser ious error .  If  you are in error

on the gathering of Israel  and bui lding the city New  Jeru salem , (an d y ou  are  in  err or ), it  is a  s er ious error ;

and li kew ise the ot her do ctrin es of error  w hich  are tau ght in  the Book o f  Do c t r in e s  and  C ov enan t s.

In  this m anner t he revelat ions cam e thro ugh  Brot her  Joseph a s mou thp iece from  tim e to tim e. Brot her

Joseph would l i s ten to the persuas ions of men,  and in qu ir e of t he L or d co nce rn in g th e di fferen t th in gs,

and  th e rev elat io ns w ou ld c om e ju st as t hey  desi red  and  th ou ght  in  th eir  hea rt s.

In  another part  of  this pamphlet  I devote a  chapter  to the subject  of H igh  Priests. I w ill rem ark  here,

that  in  that  chapter I  give  you the solemn n ews -- at least, new s to man y  of yo u -- that w hen th e first high

priests w ere ord ained at  Kir tland, O hio, in  June 1831 ,  the devi l  caught and bound two of the high priests

as soon as they were ordained. Harvey W hitlock,  who the  dev i l caught ,  bound and twisted his face into

demon-like shape,  a lso John Murdock ,  who  the devil  bound so he could not speak. T hus showing  that

G o d' s displeasure w as upon  their w ork s wh en they  ordain ed the first high  pr iest s  in  the  church .  None

of the brethren understood this fact then .  We st i l l  thought that  anything Brother Joseph  and Sid ney

Rigdon would  do ,  must  be  al l  r i ght  and accord ing to the wil l  and m ind of the Lord. The w hole chur ch

acquieced in  the erro r of ordai ning h igh  pr ies t s.  Marvel  not  that  we  began to  be  l ed  in  to e r ror so  soon ;

the ch i ldren  of  Is rae l  went into gross erro in forty  days, following A aron w hile Moses was in the mount.

I desire to say a few wor ds here concerning prophets fall ing into error. Solomon , David, Saul, U zziah

and many  great  and gif ted prophets in Israel  fe l l  into gross error ,  and some of them into crime. Paul said

he kept his body  under subjection, lest h e sho ul d be com e a cast aw ay , aft er h avi ng p rea che d to  ot her s.

Many  of the Latter  Day Saints  bel ieve that  i t  i s impossible  for Brother Joseph  to have fa l len. I  wi l l  g ive

y o u some evidence upon this matte r  w h i ch  I  su ppose y ou w ill cert ainly  accept, sho w ing th at Bro ther

Joseph  belon ged to the class of men w ho could fal l  into error and blindness. From th e following you  wil l

see that  Brother Joseph  belon ged to th e w eakest cla ss -- the class that w ere very l iable to fal l . I  quote from

a revela t ion  which  came through the stone, July, 1828 .  I t  i s  a revelat ion to Brother Joseph ,  chastising him

for his  errors after he had commenced to tran slate th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n , telli ng hi m h ow  often h e had err ed

and t ransgressed  the  commandmants and the laws of God; tel l ing him that if he was not aware, he w ould

fall , and have his gift to translate taken from him. A lso tel l ing him,  that  a l though a man may  have

rev elat io ns,  and have pow er to do many  mighty  w orks , ye t ,  i f he  boas t s in  h i s own s t rength , etc. , h e m ust

fal l .  “Remem ber, remember, that it  is not the wo rk of God that is f rust ra ted ,  but  the  work  of  men: for

altho ugh  a man may  have many revelat ions,  and have pow er to do many  mighty  work s,  yet ,  i f he boasts

in  his  own strength,  and sets at  naught the counsels  of God,  and fol lows after  the dictates of his own w il l

and car nal  desi res,  He m ust fal l and in cur t he ven geance of a ju st God u pon  him . Beho ld, y ou h ave been

entr usted  w ith t hese th ings , bu t how  strict w ere y our  com man dm ents; an d rem emb er, also, t he pr om ises

w hich  were  made  to  you ,  i f you  d id  not  t r angres s them,  and  behold , how of t have you  t r angressed  the

commandm ents and the  l aws  of God,  and have gone on in  the persuas ions of  men;  *  *  *  Behold thou art

Joseph ,  and thou wast  chosen to do the work of the Lord, (was given a gif t  to translate  the Book) but

beca use  of  transgression,  i f thou are not aware,  thou wi l t  f a l l , bu t  remember  God is  merc i fu l :  *  *  *  *  *

thou hast suffered the counci l  of thy Director to be trampled upon from the  beginnin g.” So we see that

Brot her  Joseph  w as very  weak and l iable to fal l ,  even while translating the Book, the time wh en he should

have been stron g, because he was in con stant commu nion w ith God. N ow if  he was so weak and l iable

to err at t hat ti me,  is it any  w onder  that he erred in 1830 ,  and a fte r  tha t  t ime?  Of  course  not ! Ah bre thren ,



great a re the m y st er ie s o f G od ! H is  w ay s ar e n ot  m an ' s w ay s.  H e choo ses  th e w eak  th in gs o f ea rt h  -- weak

m e n -- so that  man should not put his trust in man and m ake flesh his arm, but put  his trust in God only ,

and rely  upon  that w hich is w ritten. G od put m an on th e earth  to be a  free a gen t u nt o h im self,  to  cho ose

and discern b etw een good and evi l ,  between truth and error in doctr ine.  I t  i s  necessary for man to be

tem pted  and tr ied in every  way  conceivable,  in order for him to  prov e him self, and ov ercom e every  snare,

device,  and stu mb lingb lock  of  sa tan , to f i t  him for a higher state of happiness hereafter .  You know  the

Script ures  teach th at Satan 's devi ces may  appear  as an A ngel of L ight;  for in stance,  a false  doctr ine  be ing

revealed  to a  prophet who gives i t to a  church as if  i t  came from God .  When the devices of Satan do

appear  in this way,  every m an who is not l iving suff iciently hum ble to have a good portion of God's Spirit

to detect th e error , is led in to bel iev ing i t :  and it is justice in God's wisdom  that he should be thu s led,

because of his not l iving as he should l ive so as to have more of the Holy  Ghost.

N o w you have thought that  because Brother Joseph  w as giv en a  gift  to  tran sla te the  Book ,  tha t he

could not  fa l l  in to  e rror ;  and you worsh ip  and g ive c red i t  to  the  man,  when a ll  the credit is due to God.

You  should think of this  matter .  Brother Joseph  did no t w rite a w ord o f the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n ; it w as

already w ritten by  holy  men of God w ho dw elt upon this land.  God ga ve to Br oth er Joseph  the gift  to

see the sentences in Engl i sh ,  when he looked into the hat in w hich was placed the stone. O l i v er  C o w d er y

has the same gift at  one ti me.  N ow  w hen w e look  at it ar ight,  the fact of Br oth er Joseph  hav in g th e gift

to translate  the Book, i s tha t  any  reason why  you shou ld put  any  more  t rust  in  h im than any  other  man?

N o t at all. Is th at any  reason w hy  he shou ld  be  a  man who could not fa l l?  Not at  a l l .  As you see from

what  the Lord told him , he was very w eak man, and l iable  to fal l  even whi le  translat ing the Book.  “How

oft  have you t ransgressed  the commandments and the laws of God,  and have gone on in  the persuasions

of men.  *  *  *  If thou art  not aware thou wi l t  fa l l .  *  *  *  Thou hast  suffered the counsel  of thy D irector to

be trampled upon from  the beginning. * * * T hou w ilt again be called to the wo rk; and except th ou do

this (repent) thou shalt be delivered up and become as other men, and have no mor e gift .” (To translate.)

I give y ou m y  testim ony  that t he Lo rd ha d to ch astise Broth er Joseph  t ime  and again, as a father would

a d i sobedient ch i ld ,  to  he lp  him through the translat ion of the Book. God know s that I do not mean to

persecute Brother Joseph .  As I have said, I loved him. I am not cry ing him dow n or preaching

self-ri ght eou sness,  but I desire to get you to com prehend the sin of trusting in an arm of flesh, by  receiving

Brot her  Josep h's  revelations as if they  w ere from  God' s ow n m out h, w hen som e of his revel ation s conflict

with  the teachings of Christ in the tw o sacred books. I tel l  you brethren, y ou are trusting in  an arm of

flesh and being in bl indness you cannot see i t .

I wil l  now  pass over a recital  of the errors which came into  the church by revelat ion from tim e to

tim e, and speak  of them hereafter. I desire  to speak here on the subject of  polygamy.  A  few y ears ago I

had doubts in regard to Brother Josep h's  connect ion with  the Spiritual Wife doctrine, but I have recently

seen Vol.  I ,  No. 1, of the old Latt e r  Day Saint s  Her a ld , wh ich has settled this matter in  my  min d. Th e great

majority  of  the Reorganized Church do not bel ieve that  Brother Joseph  received the revelat ion on

poly gamy . I wil l say  to th em,  that on their account i t  is  with reluctance that I  speak upon this subject ;

but  on acco unt  of the h onest in  heart  w ho h ave no t y et read  and believ ed the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  i t  i s not

with  reluctance that I speak  of it. I believe that this m atter of poly gamy  is today  the gr eat stum blin gblock

to man y  w ho w oul d accept th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  but  they cannot und erstand h ow  the Bo ok  could  be tru e,

if Joseph Smith received that  revelat ion on poly gamy. T he fact cannot be denied that the world (with

very  few except ions outs ide of  the Reorganized Church) bel ieves f i rmly that  Brother Joseph  received that

revela t ion , or  tha t  he t augh t and practiced polygamy  near the close of his l ife in Nauvoo .  Now , on

accoun t of ho nest enq uir ers as to th e tru th o f the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n , it is necessary  that I speak upon this

matter . I am constantly  receiving letters of inqu iry  as to  my be l i ef  and know ledge concerning the quest ion

of poly gamy . I have also another important reason for speaking  on this  subject:  There are false doctrin es

of im po rt anc e in  th e bo ok  of Doc t r i n e  and  Cov en ant s , and I desire t o pro ve them  false doctrin es, and get

y o u to lay  them  aside and believe only  wh at C hrist tau ght and  meant for us to bel ieve.  This was Chr ist 's



mission into the world.  It  i s  the mission of al l  the servants of  God;  to root out  a l l  fa lse  doctr ine and error .

So do not think that  I mean to persecute you,  or  that  I  am str iv ing for the mastery .

If Brother Joseph  received the revelat ion on poly gamy  and  gav e it  to  th e ch ur ch,  th e bo ok  of Doc t r i n e

and  Cov enan t s m ust  be l aid  dow n,  beca use t he c om m and m ent  is,  “H is word y e shal l  receive as  i f from

mine (Go d' s) ow n m ou th .” T hen  y ou  m ust  receive the revelation  on poly gamy , or else you m ust lay aside

the Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s:

For his word (al l  of his word) ye shal l  receive as if  from God' s own mou th.

I now  have as m uch  evidence to bel ieve that  Brother Joseph  r ece ived  the revela t ion  on po lygamy  and

gave i t  to  the chur ch, as I have to beli eve that such  a man  as George  W ashington ever  lived. I never saw

Gener al W ashingt on, b ut fro m r eliabl e testim ony  I believe th at he di d live.

I have the evidence regarding this  revel ation, that is recorded in Vol. 1, No . 1, Latt e r  Day Saint ' s

Hera ld ;  be ing ev idence  from your  own s ide , which  you are  bound to accept .  It  i s  the evidence of some of

the leaders of the R eorgani zation  in th e beginni ng,  some of whom w ere with Brother Joseph  in  Nauvoo

up to  the time of his death.  Th ese articles app eared in  the first n um ber th at w as ever pr inted  of the Saint ' s

Hera ld .  This  number of the H erald is ver y  scarce now : they  seem to  have b een hi d aw ay  and destr oy ed.

I see that when the Reorganized Chur ch was establ ished, the fact that Joseph  received this revelation  was

then  known and ackn ow ledged in  editor ials in t he Herald .  The reason why  these art icles were w ritt en in

the Herald , w as to exp lain w hy  the R eorgan ized C hur ch rejected  the rev elatio n receiv ed by  Brot her

Joseph  on polygamy , and to explain that he repented of his connection with poly gamy just previous to

th i s death .

A s t ime ro ll ed on ,  many  of the Reor ganized saw th at to contin ue to ack ow ledged that  Brot her  Joseph

received  this revelat ion, would bring bitter persecution upon themse lves,  a s the public feeling at that t ime

w as very bi t ter . Wi l l  God approve of  a church  be ing  bu i lt  up  upon representat ions of  the innocence of

Joseph Smith r egard ing  po lygamy,  i f  he  i s not  innocent  in  mat ter?  Nay ,  ver il y !  And I  tel l  you  tha t  the

efforts of  the Reorgan ized  Church in  th is  regard have not  been acceptab le  to  God!  He does  not want any

truth  covered up. The inspired writers did not try  to hide the polygam y of David and Solom on. Th eir

t ransgressions do not  make the Psalms and Proverbs untrue. God does not w ant an y  one in  the ch urch

wh ose faith is so weak  that he stum bles because of the trangressions of any m an or  men.  Our  fa i th  and

tr ust  must  be in God,  and not in any man!  I  hope you  understand this.  It is the secret of your trou ble. All

of you be l i eve  the rev elat io ns o f Joseph Smith as if they w ere from the mou th of God.  You should have

ackn ow ledged  bel ief i n t he e rr or s of Joseph Smith, and n ot tr ied to h ide th em  when there is so mu ch

evidence  by  the scrip tur es to m ake h is questio n ver y  clear to  any  one. T he leader s of the R eorgan ized

Church , after  tim e, b egan  to  sup pr ess th eir  op in io ns co nce rn in g th is m att er.  T hey  w ou ld a nsw er  the

question when asked about it ,  “I do not know w hether Joseph Smith received that revelation or not.”

This  was a truthful but evasive answer,  as i t  was not a matter of knowledge,  except wi th a  few.  Al l ,  or

nearly  a l l ,  of the pioneers of  the  Reorgan izat ion  who were  liv ing in  Nauvoo in  1843  and 1844  have now

passed away ,  and you see  what  t ime has done in  this regard. Today  nearly  all of the Reorganization do

not bel ieve that  Brother Joseph  received that  revelation o n poly gamy , ever had  any  conn ection  w hatev er

with  the doctr ine of poly gamy , openly  and firml y  deny ing this fact; some thr ough ign orance, and  some

who  should not be so ignorant about this matter. They  charge it al l to Brigham Young. N ow , al l h on est

m e n wi l l  unders tand , a fte r  they  have  read  th i s pamphlet  through , that I am doing God's wil l  in  br inging

the t ru th  to l i ght  concern ing the errors of  Brother Joseph .  They  wil l  see that i t  is necessary,  as he is  the

m a n who introduced many doctr ines of  error into the Church of Christ ; and his errors mu st be made

m ani fest  and  th e tr ut h b ro ug ht  to  lig ht , in  or der  th at a ll L att er D ay  Sain ts sh all  cease t o p ut  th eir  tr ust

in this man , believing his doctrines as if they  were from  the mou th of God.

I qoute from Volu me 1, Nu mber 1, o f Th e  T ru e  La tt e r  Day  Saint s  Hera ld ,  page 24, from an article

w ritt en by Isaac Sheen ,  who was  a  leader  in  es tab l i sh ing  the  Reorgan izat ion . “The Salt Lake apo stle s also

exc use  th em selv es by  saying t hat  Joseph Smith taught th e spiritual w ife doctrine, but  this excuse is as



weak  as their excuse concerning the ancient kings and patriachs. Joseph Smith repented of his connect ion

with  this  doctr ine, and sa id that i t  was of the devil .  He caused the revelation on that subject to be burned,

and when he voluntar i ly  came to Nauvoo  and resigned himself into the arms of his enem ies he said that

he was goi ng to  Car thage  to  die. A t that  tim e he also said th at, if it h ad not  been for  that a ccursed

spiritual  wife doctr ine,  he would not have come to that .  By his  conduct at  that  t ime he proved the

s incer i ty  of  h is  repentance,  and of his profession as a prophet. If Abraham  and Jacob by  repentance can

obtain  salva tion  and exal ta tion ,  so  can  Joseph Smith.”  Here we have Isaac Sh een's  testimon y  as foll ow s:

Th at Joseph Smith did not have connection with  this spir itu al w ife d oct ri ne;  th at h e rep ent ed o f it j ust

before his  death,  having come to the conclus ion that  the revelat ion was not of  God,  but  was of  the devil ;

and he  caused  the  reve lat ion  to  be burned.  Brother Sheen  does not state  how long Brother Joseph  had

connect ion with  this doctrine, but of course we suppose from th e time the revelation was given, July 12,

1843 ,  unti l  the time of his repentance just before his death, in June, 1844 ; at w hich  tim e he con cluded  that

the revelation w as not of God, but w as of the devil ,  and caused it to be burned, voluntari ly  giving himself

up to his  enemies , say ing he was going to Car thage to die.  I  w i l l now quote  from the  same number  of  the

Herald ,  page 8. It is an editorial ,  being the second article in  the fi rst  number of the paper .  This  adulterous

spirit (poly gamy ) had capt ivated  their  heart s and th ey  desired a l icense from God to l ead  away  captive  the

fair daughters of His people, and in this state of mind they  came to the Prophet Joseph  (not Br igh am

Young). Could the Lord do anything more or less  than what Ezekie l  hath prophesied (answer a prop het

accord ing to his iniquity ).  The Lord hath declared by Ezekiel wh at kind of an answer he wo uld give them ,

therefore he answ ered them  accordin g to the m ultit ude of thei r idols; (givi ng them  an answ er thr ough

Joseph  -- the revelation  on poly gamy ; and  Joseph  gave th e rev elat io n t o t hem  -- the ch ur ch) . Pa ul  had  also

pro phesied  that  for this  cause God shall  send them strong delusion,  that  they shal l  bel ieve a lie; th at they

al l  mi ght b e dam ned  w ho  bel iev ed n ot  th e tr ut h,  bu t h ad p leasu re i n u nr igh teo usn ess. Bo th  th ese

pro phecies  agree.  In  Ezek ie l ' s prophecy  the Lord also say s, I will set my  face against that man,  and wil l

make  h im a  sign  and a pro verb,  and I w ill cu t him  off from t he m idst of m y  peopl e; and ye shall  know

that  I am th e Lor d. A nd if th e prop het be d eceived w hen  he hath spoken a thing,  I the Lord have decei ved

that  prop het (or , allow ed the p rop het  to be deceived b ecause of his in iqui ty  -- W ), and I w ill stret ch ou t

m y  hand upon  him an d will destroy  him from  the midst of my  people Israel. An d they  shal l  bear  the

punishment of thei r in iqui ty ; the p uni shm ent o f the pr oph et shall be even as the puni shment o f him th at

seeketh  unto him; that  the house of Israel  may go no more astray from me,  nei ther be pol luted any m ore

with  al l  their  transgressions;  but that they may  be my  people,  and I may be their  God,  sai th the Lord

God.  W e have h ere the facts as th ey  have transpired, and as they w il l continue to transpire in relat ion to

this subject .  The death of the prophet i s  one fact  tha t  has  been rea l i zed ; a l though he abhorred  and

repented of this iniquity  before his death. 

H ere  w e ha ve a lso t he t esti m on y  of th e edi to r o f th e Herald .

O n page  22,  in  the same number of the H erald, is an article of  l ike test imony ,  by W m. Marks,  who,

as he states in h is article,  w as Presidin g Elder  at  Nauv oo in  1844 ,  when Brother Joseph  was k illed, and

w as with Brother Joseph  up to his death.  His test imony is the same as that g iven in  the  two forego ing

art icl es.

H e states that  Brother Joseph  said to him just before his death, concerning poly gamy  as follows: H e

(Joseph ) sa id i t  eventual ly  w ould prove the overthrow of the church,  and we should soon be obl iged to

leave the United States unless i t  could be speedi ly  put  down.  H e w as satisfied that i t w as a cursed doct rin e,

and th at ther e mu st be every  exerti on m ade to p ut it  dow n, etc.

The reader wi l l  p lease not ice this fact  in regard to W m. Marks statement; and  that  i s the tim e w hen

Brot her  Joseph  to ld h im  th at p ol y gam y  m ust  be put down  in the church. Th e time when Brother Joseph

said th is t o  W m. Marks, w as ju st be for e hi s (Josep h's) death. P oly gamy  had th en been  in th e chur ch

alm ost  a y ear , an d it  w as ju st be for e hi s death that  Brother Joseph  saw t hat p oly gamy  w as a cursed

doctr ine,  and rep ented  of his connection w ith that  doctrine -- believing then that  the revelat ion was not



of God, but w as of the devil -- and he then caused the revelation to be burn ed.

The foregoing evidence is suff icient  to convince any one that  Brother Joseph  received the revelat ion

on po ly gam y ; th at h e gav e th e do ctr in e to  th e ch ur ch;  th at h e ha d co nn ecti on  w ith  th is spir i tual  w ife

doctr ine him self; and afterwards became conv inced that th is revelation w as of the devil, and repented of

th i s in iqu ity  jus t  before  h is  dea th .

N o w bre thren  of the  Reorganiza tion , you m ust  accept th is re vel ati on  on  po ly gam y , or  else y ou  m ust

lay  as ide  the book of Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s;  for the commandm ent is,  His word y e shall  receive as if

from God 's own mouth .  Words  would  not come from God to  pract i ce  po lygamy,  and after his people

had practi ced it for som e tim e, then  the word come that the revelat ion was of the Devil ,  and to repent of

it . Se we see  that  the commandm ent to receive Brother Josep h's  wo rds as if from  God' s own  mou th w as

false. Now , this commandm ent is in the revelat ion g iven  April  6,  1830 ,  the revelat ion for Brother Joseph

to be ordained Seer to the Church.  N ow, can you not see that  this  revelat ion for Brother Joseph  to be

ordai ned  Seer to the Church was false?  Of course i t  was . There is no doubt about i t .  Some revelat ions are

of Go d; so m e rev elat io ns are of m an; an d som e revelat ions ar e of the D evil. T his is w hat G od gave u s

thro ugh  the stone in 1829  as I have before stated,  for a war ning t o us all. T he revelat ion giv en thr ough

Brot her  Joseph  as  mouthpiece on Apr il 6, 1830 ,  that  he should be ordained Seer to the Church,  after  God

had com man ded him  that  H e w oul d gran t him  no ot her gi ft but  to tr anslate th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  I  give

yo u my  testimony  brethren that th is revelation is not of God.

N ow , h ow  can  y ou  pla ce fu ll c on fide nce  in  th e rev elat io ns i n t he b oo k  of Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s? 

W hy , oh ! w hy  is it  th at y ou  w ill  con tin ue t o t ru st in  an a rm  of fle sh?  Wh y w il l  you cl ing to  Joseph

Smith,  wh o was only  a man,  a nd bel ieve al l  his revelat ions as if  they were from God's own m outh?

Joseph Smith cannot save you in  eternity !  Cease to trust  in him or in any other man;  turn aw ay from

m a n entirely,  and do not consider any m an,  but  look to God and to his  wri t ten word,  for  BY IT shall  you

be j ud ged a t th e last  day , an d n ot  by  th e bo ok  of Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s.  

If Ch rist did not m ean for  Brother Joseph  to be ordained a Seer to the church,  it  i s  a most  ser ious

error . If Ch rist  d id not mean for three fi rst  pres idents  to be ordained in his  church,  i t  i s a  most  ser ious

error to have ordained them. If Christ  d id not mean for  h igh  pr ies t s to  be ordained in  h i s church , it i s a

most serious error to have ordained them. If Christ  did not mean for the doctr ine  of  bapt i sm for  the dead

to be an ordin ance in his chur ch, it is a serious error. If yo u are  in  e r ror  concerning  the  gather ing  and

bui ld ing the city New  Jeru salem , it  is a  serious error. If Ch rist did not m ean for them  to change the n ame

w hich  he  gave the  church  in  1829 ,  i t  is  a ser ious e r ror ;  and l ikewise  o ther  errors taught in the book of

Doc t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s; as the doctri ne of revenge  -- cursing one's enemies in  the n ame o f the Lo rd; etc.

For the Salt Lake church, I wil l  a lso add, the doctrine of polygamy  and other doctrines which are not to

be found in the teachings of Christ.  So you  see that if you are in  err or  in  tak in g th e bo ok  of Doc t r i n e  and

Cov enan t s a s the  law of  God to  the church ,  you are  in  many  grave and serious errors. The object of this

epistle is to show  you  that yo u are in serious error in  tak ing tha t  book as a  l aw of  God to  the  church ;  and

that  God' s law  is all con tained  in th e w ritt en w ord -- the Bible an d the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  

Concern ing th e m att er,  if Joseph Smith r ece ived  the revela t ion  on po lygamy ,  how  can th e B o o k o f

M o rm o n  be t ru e? I m ust  say  th at a ll w ho  stu m bl e bec au se of t he e rr or s of Joseph Smith,  are weak  indeed.

It is on th is accoun t, and  on acco unt  of the tr ansgressions of som e w ho  have believ ed the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,

that  the world wi l l  not  read and invest igate as  to the truth of that  book, which c la ims to be the word of

God to  th is gen era tio n.  A ll t ho se w ho  rej ect i t o n t hi s acco un t sh ou ld a lso r eject  th e Psa lm s and  Pr ov erb s,

beca use  of  David and Solomon's  connection wi th poly gamy . In the first place, the revelation  on poly gamy

did not  com e by  the sam e mean s as did the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n . Th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  was translated from

golden  plates by  the gift an d pow er of Go d, by  mean s prep ared of God – the stone of which I have

spoken.  Soon after  Brother Joseph  f in i shed  the  t rans la t ion ,  he  gave up the stone,  and al l  h i s revela t ions

after  th at  -- in cl udi ng t he o ne o n po ly ga m y  -- he  gave by  h i s  own mouth .  The revelation o n poly gamy  was



given  fourt een y ears after  the tr anslatio n of th e B o o k  o f  M o r m o n , and after  Brot her  Joseph  had drifted into

error and  bli nd ness.  As  I have s ta ted ,  the scr ip tures  are  p la in  concern ing the  matter  of  a prophet  or  any

man once chosen of God,  being afterwards deceived and led into error .

W hen  a  prophet , or  any  other  man, pray s to Go d and ask s wisdo m co ncern ing a m atter,  his con science

will  reveal an answ er to him  just according to th e desires of his heart. If his desires are in any  way  carnal,

he being d eceived  ,  an answer wil l  be revealed to him accordingly ; and he wil l  think  it is the revealed wil l

of God. Satan  reveals his wil l  to a man, m ixed with m uch truth and scripture in order to deceive him, and

m a k es it appear  as an Angel of Light. (2 Cor inthians xi :14.,)  And no marvel;  for Satan himself is

tran sformed  into an An gel of Light. This is a my stery to a great many  people, but only  to  th ose  who are

weak  and h ave need  of mi lk that  they may grow  in spiritual k now ledge to understand the wo rd of God.

It is Sa tan  who dece ives  the  man, but God perm its it  because of the wick ed desires of the man, and it is

righ t and ju stice in G od' s wisdo m t o perm it th e persistent  tran sgressor to b e led off and dece ived  by  a

delusive false d oct ri ne.  Pau l, i n 2 T hess.  ii: 11,  say s: A nd  for  th is cause God sha l l  send them s trong

de lus ion , that they  should believe a lie. W hy  wo uld Go d do this? Verses 10 and 12 give the  reason why ;

beca use  they  received  not the love of the truth.  *  *  *  because they bel ieved not the truth,  but  had pleasure

in  unri ghteousness. In Isaiah lxvi :2-4, th e Lo rd  say s: But to this man wi l l  I  look,  even to him that  is  poor

and of a co nt ri te sp ir it,  and  tr em bl eth  at m y  w or d. B ut  to  th e peo pl e w ho  hav e ch osen  th eir  ow n w ay s,

and their soul delighteth in their abo m in ati on s (po ly gam y ), I w ill  also  cho ose t hei r de lu sion s. In Ezeki el

xiv:4-9 we read:  Thus sa i th the Lord God;  every  m a n of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his

heart , and putteth the stumblingblock  of his iniquity  before his face, and cometh to the prophet, I , the

Lord,  w i l l  answer  h im tha t  cometh  according to  the mult i tude of his  idols ;  that  I may tak e the house of

Israel  in their  own heart .

Brot her  Joseph  must  have set  up his idol in his heart ,  or he would not have prayed to the Lord to

know  wherein David and Solomon w ere just if ied in polygamy , when God says in the Boo k  o f  Mo r m o n

that  they w ere not justified in it ;  that it  was abominable  before  Him.  Dav id ,  So lomon,  Sau l ,  and many

chosen  men  of God , afterw ards dri fted into error and lost the spir it  of God, and why n ot Joseph Smith?

W ill you  answer? Was not Joseph Smith a man  subject to  lik e passions? H ad y ou b een w ith h im  as mu ch

as I  was, and knew him as I  knew him, y ou would a lso know that  he could fa l l  into error and

transgression : but w ith all hi s weak nesses, I alway s did love him . N o man  wa s ever perfect but Christ .

U zziah fel l into the snare of Satan,  through pr ide,  after  serving God in hu mili ty  for fifty-two  y ears, (2.

Chron .  xxv i). “I have seen folly  in th e prop hets of Sam aria.” (Jer.  xx i i i : 13 ).  “I  have  seen  in  the prophets

a ho rr ib le t hi ng, ” (Jer . x xi ii:  14).  “Th e pr op het s pr op hesy  fa lse ly ,”  (Jer. v:  31). “For t he sins of her

pr op het s, and  th e in iqu iti es of h er p ri ests, ” (La m . iv : 13 ). “T hu s sait h t he L or d, w oe u nt o t he fo ol ish

prophets,” (Ezek. xi i i :  3).  There were many  prophets and chosen men of God, who afterwards fel l  into

er ror,  and who lost  the Spir i t  of God, and produced false prophecies and revelat ions in the name of the

Lord.  W hy  shoul d any  one r efuse to in vestigate as to  the tr uth  of the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n , because Joseph

Smith went into error after  being ca lled of God to translate  it?  Kind reader ,  think of this,  and beware how

y o u hast ily  condemn that  book which I  know  to be the word of God;  for his  own voice and an  angel

from heaven  declared t he tru th o f it un to m e, and t o tw o oth er w itnesses w ho t estified on th eir death bed

that  i t  was true. You  say that  angels do not appear  unto men in these days ,  but  the Word of God says :  Are

th ey  no t al l m in iste ri ng sp ir its,  sent  forth to minister  for them who shal l  be heirs  of salvation? (Heb. i :

14.) The re  ar e  now heirs of salvat ion upon earth,  and I tel l  you of a truth that angels do minister unto

them  in these days. I hope the reader now  understands th i s  mat ter ,  v iz :  that  no one who is  seeking for

truth  honestly and w ithout prejudice, wil l  r e fu se to  i nvestigate th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  beca use o f Joseph

Sm ith ’s error s. Th e teachin gs of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  are pur e and h oly , for it  is the rel igion  of C hri st, set

forth in plainness and simplicity .

I desire to say  a few w ords especiall y  to th e Latter  Day Saints wh o believe in th e doctrine of poly gamy .

W h y it is that  you  can put your trust  in a  man,  and bel ieve a  revelat ion of his that  contradicts the Word



of God in  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n , is very  strange  indeed. The revelation on polygam y begins thus: “Verily,

thus saith the Lord unto y ou my  servant Joseph ,  that inasmuch as you have inquired of my h and, to

know  wherein I  the Lord,  just i f ied my servants Ab raham , Isaac and Jacob; as also Mo ses, David and

Solomon,  my  servants,  a s touch ing  the pr incip le and doc tr in e of t hei r h avi ng m any  w iv es an d co ncu bi nes:

*  * * I w ill an swer  thee as tou chin g this m atter. ” The B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  say s ( Jacob ii :  6 ):  “Dav id and

Solomon truly  had many  wives and concubines,  which thing was ABOM INABLE before me, saith the

Lord.” Th en David an d Solom on' s poly gam y  was a great sin and an abomination  before God. Joseph

Smith's revelat ion say s that  it w as N O T a  sin,  for it  say s that  Go d JU ST IFIED David and Solomon in

it !

So y ou see that  revelat ion is  a plain contradict ion of the W ord o f God in  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  This

is pla in  eno ug h fo r an y  on e to  see an d u nd erst and . C an y ou  no t see t hat  th is re vel ati on  is not of God?

W h y , oh why  are you  trusting in an arm  of flesh? Aga in, t he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  say s (page 116,  Jacob  ii:6),

“Hear ken  to the word of the Lord:  for  there shal l  not any  man among you have save  i t be  one wi fe : and

concu bines  he sh all  ha ve n on e.” In  the face of this ,  you are bel ieving in a revelat ion purporting to come

from God, that He had changed and al lowed his people to pract ice what He  say s is a sin and an

abominat ion in his sight! Verily,  y ou kn ow n ot God nor his w ays! Again, did C hrist teach that a man is

exalted  to th e high est glory  hereafter  thr ough  the pr incip le of pol y gamy ? N ay . Th e B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  says

(1 Nephi ii i :43), that all men m ust come to C hrist according to the w ords which shal l  be establ ished by

the mouth of  (Chr is t )  the  Lamb:  and the words of  the Lamb shal l  be made  known in  the records of  thy

(N eph i' s) seed,  as  wel l  as in the records of the twelve apost les  of the Lam b (the N e w  T e s ta m e n t ) .  The

revela t ions of Joseph Smith do not even c la im to be translated from th e seal ed r ecor ds of t he N eph ite s.

This alone should convin ce you  that  the revelation  on poly gamy  is not of God. T he scriptures say th at

if an angel fro m h eaven p reach  any other gospel  than that  preached by C hrist  and his  apost le,  let  him be

accursed! 

In  the revelat ion on poly gamy, i t  says that Emma Smith  -- Brother Joseph’s w i fe  -- must  receive  the

revelat ion to a l low Brother Joseph  to have more wives,  or she shall  be destroy ed. But in less than a y ear

after  g iv ing this  revelat ion,  Brother Joseph  h imsel f was  dest royed ,  and Emma l ived for man y  y ears after.

I will q uote it: “And let m ine handm aid, Emma Smith , re ceiv e all  th ose  that  have been given unto my

servant Joseph .  * * * * A nd I command m ine handmaid, Emma Smith , to abide an d  c le av e  u nt o m y

servant Joseph ,  and to none else. But if she wil l  not abide this comm andment she shall be destroyed.” You

are blin ded and can not  und erstand t he script ures. M any  prop hets of old  w ere deceived by  reve la t ions

w hich  they thou ght  w ere  of G od, but w ere of Satan, given to deceive and blind them and the people

beca use  of their  iniq uiti es. Th e decrees of God i n th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  are ;  that  i f h is  people who l ive upon

this land obey the laws of God and th e law s of the lan d, th at they  shall li ve in p eace and prosper i ty ;  and

their enem ies shoul d not  have p ow er over  them . M y  soul cr ies unto you,  repent !  repent !  and go to God

in mighty  prayer  that  he may  open your  hear ts  to  see  and understand tha t  you are dece ived  in  bel i ev ing

that  the doctrine of polygamy  is a  revelat ion from  God. I know  there are many honest  hearts  among you,

and I  pray to God cont inual ly  for those, that th eir eyes m ay  be opened to understand the truth as it  is in

Chr ist .



Chapter 5

One Man  To Lead And Receive  Revelat ions For  The Church,  Not  According To The Teachings of

Chris t . 

W hen  Christ  came into the world,  the doctr ine of a  one-man leader to the church was not t aught b y  h im ,

and w e are under  his teachin gs in th e w ritt en w ord. In  the ol d coven ant in  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  is a

pro phecy  that a C ho ice S eer  is to  com e for th  -- of the se ed of Joseph ,  of the seed of Lehi -- wh o is to bring

forth th e w or d o f th e L or d fr om  th e seal ed r eco rd s of  the Nephites ,  and conv ince  the Lamani tes , and

restore them and the house of Israel ; h is  work is  not def ined any farther than this.  We suppose his  work

will  be defined i n th e record s wh ich  he w ill h ereafter  bring forth . W e are told in 2 N ephi ii:17, Ether i :11,

that  the sealed  records are not to come forth  in th e day s of wi ckedn ess and abom inati ons of th e peopl e.

Then the m ore w ick ed part  of the peo ple w ill be cu t off before th ey  are brou ght forth. It m ay b e as it w as

when Ch rist came to the people on this continent. W e are told in Ether i :11, that the sealed records shall

not go forth unto the  Gent i les unt i l the day  that they  shall repent of their  iniqu ity , and becom e clean

before the Lord, and have faith in him  even as th e brot her o f Jared did . A gain, i t say s this C hoice Seer  wil l

do s tr i c tl y  accord ing to the comm andments of God. This means that he wil l  be a holy  man. W e have seen

from a revelat ion g iven  to Brother Joseph , that h e brok e the com man dmen ts of God from  the begin ning.

N o w , as  the wicked wi l l  be cut off, the people being clean before the Lord, and this C hoice Seer bein g a

holy  man,  the people in this  condit ion wi ll be fitted to give heed to h im, an d they  wi ll not b e led astray

by  him, because the Word of God says so. At the present t ime we are under  the  teach ings of  Chr i st  in  the

w ritt en w ord,  and h is teachin gs to us, th e B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  pla in ly  tel ls u s, a re to  be made  known in  the

record s of the Jew s (the Bibl e), and th e N ephit e record s. Al l m en must  come unt i l  h im, or they cannot

be saved;  AND T H EY M U ST C OM E AC C OR DING  TO  TH E WO RD S W H ICH  SHA LL BE

EST A BLISH ED B Y T H E M O U T H  O F  T H E L A M B: A N D  T H E W O R D S O F  T H E L A M B SH A L L

BE M A D E K N O W N  IN  T H E R EC O R D S O F THY  SEED (THE NEPHITE RECO RDS) , AS  WELL

A S IN  T H E R EC O R D S O F  T H E T W EL V E A P O ST L ES O F  T H E L A M B (t he Bibl e); w herefor e they

both  shal l  be establ ished in one.  (1 Nephi  i i i :43. )  Al l  men must  come to Christ  according to the wor ds

w hich  shall  be estab lish ed by  C hr ist, A N D H IS W O RD S SH A LL  BE M A D E K N O WN  IN  T H E

N EPH IT E R EC O R DS A N D T H E BIBL E. So  th e bo ok  of Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s must be laid down.

Brethren , th i s scr ip ture i s very  p la in ,  and I  hope  that  none of you w il l  attempt to w rest it  to uphold the

book  of Doc t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s. Th en let  us heed only the teachings of Christ  which we have,  and discard

the teac hi ngs o f Joseph Smith or  any  ot her  m an o r an gel w hi ch c on flic t w ith  C hr ist s t e a ch ings in  the

Bible and B o o k  o r  Mo r m o n :  and w hen mo re of the words  of Ch rist come forth in the way  that it  is

appointed to come, from the sealed records, then we wil l  heed it also. 

There is noth ing in  the N e w  T e s ta m e n t  part  of e i ther  the Bible or B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  concern ing a

one-man  leader  or  head  to  the church . W hoever claim s that such an office should be in th e church to day ,

goes bey ond t he teach ings w hich  C hri st has given  us. As I  have  sta ted ,  we  were s tr i c tl y  commanded in  the

beginn ing to  rely  upon tha t  which  was  wr i t ten ;  and he  who goes  beyond  tha t  which  was  then wr i t ten ,

to th e rev elat io ns o f Joseph Smith to  estab li sh  any  order or  doct r ine in  the church,  must  come under  the

head of tho se wh om  C hri st spok e of w hen h e said, W hosoev er teaches m ore or  less, etc., is not  of me.

This  alon e shoul d satisfy any one w ho is not tr usting in an  arm o f flesh. W ho w as Prophet Seer and

Revelator to th e chur ch a t  Jerusalem? They  had  none . Who w as Prophet  Seer  and Rev elator  to th e chur ch

upon this land? T hey  had non e. An d we h ad no such an office in th e ch ur ch i n t hese  last  day s for  th e fir st

e ight month s of its exist ence,  unt i l  Brother Joseph  went  in to  th i s e r ror on April  6,  1830 , and,  after

unw ittingly  breaking a command of God by  tak in g up on  hi m self su ch a n o ffice,  in  a few  y ear s th ose

revela t ions were changed to admit  this high office , which otherwise would have condem ned it . Th ey  were

changed  to mean something entirely  d i fferent  from the way  they  were first given and printed in th e B o o k



o f  C om m and m ent s ; as if God h ad not  tho ugh t of thi s great and  im por tant  office wh en he gave those

rev elat io ns.  Yet  in  the  face of  the  wr i t ten  word  of  God,  and in th e face of al l  this evidence,  the majority

of the Latter  Day Saints  wi l l  st i l l  c ling to the revelat ions of Joseph Smith and measure the wri t ten word

of God b y  them , instead of m easuring Joseph Smith and his revela t ions  by  the  wr i t ten  word . Speak ing

after  the  manner o f Pau l to  th e Ga lat ian s, so sa y  I to y ou : O  foo lish  Lat ter  Da y  Sain ts *  * *  I marvel, th at

y e are so soon rem oved fro m h im  that cal led you  into the grace of Ch rist,  unto another gospel;  which is

not another,  but th e same gospel w hich  some h ave perv erted; an d tho ugh  w e, or an  angel  f rom heaven ,

or  Jo seph Smith , preach  any  oth er gospel u nto  y ou t han t hat w hich  C hri st gave us in  the beginn ing,

receiv e it n ot. (See G al. i: 6-9).

In  the C hurch  of Ch rist at Jerusalem, and upon this  land,  the members al l  received the revealed wil l

of God for themselves ,  through the var ious g ifts  of the Holy G host ;  by dreams,  v isions,  the visi tat ion of

Angels, the  gi ft  of prophecy ,  through themse lves  or any  brother ;  and the Ho ly G host that was in them

alw ays  discerning whether the revelat ion was of God or not.  They had no Prophet Seer and Revelator to

go to  when they  des ired  to  know the  wi l l  o f the  Lord concern ing them ; th ey  w ent  to  th e Lo rd  th em selv es;

somet im es alone, and sometimes several of them together in fasting and prayer . Of cour se I believe that

God reveals his wil l  to his servants in these last days, just as in days of old, but I believe in it according

to the scriptures of divine truth.  In the Chu rch upon the Eastern continent,  after Christ  had ascended to

H i s Fat her ' s t hr on e an d le ft the work w ith his  disciples to carry on,  they went to God for th em selv es,

each and a l l  of  them receiving the wi l l  of God by the var ious gif ts of  the Holy  Ghost .  Paul ,  Peter ,

Bar nab as,  Ph i l ip and others went here and there preaching,  every  one receiving revelat ions from God for

th em selv es,  by  dre am s, vi sion s, the gift o f prop hecy , etc.  Th ey  had no  head of the C hur ch on ear th to  go

to. C hr ist  told them that the H oly G host -- the Com forter -- that would abide with them  and with al l  his

disc ip les,  wou ld guide them  and lead them  into all tr uth an d show  them  things to com e. If any  man  lack s

wisdom, and desir es to k now  the w ill of th e Lor d concer nin g him self, let him ask of God for himself ,  not

ask of the Prophet Seer and Revelator to inquire of the Lord for him.

Ju st after Ch rist had established his church  upon  this land  and ascended  into heaven,  there were

disput ation s amon g the N ephit e breth ren  on o ne poi nt; t hat w as the nam e by  w hich  they  must  ca l l  the

church . The brethren did not go to a Prophet Seer and Revelator to  get  h im to  inqu i re  of  the Lord  about

this mat ter; C hri st had n ot so in struct ed them . Th ey  had n o such an  officer in  the church .  They  went  to

God in  prayer  and fasting, and received an answ er to their p ray ers, and it w as not through any head or

lead er t o t he c hu rch , bu t C hr ist h im self.

Brethren , this high office as you have i t , is of far mo re im por tance th an an y  oth er office in  the church .

N o w do you n ot suppose that if  Christ  meant for such an office to be in the church today, th at full

inst ruc tions w oul d hav e been  given in his teachings about i t? As  you know w e were commanded in  the

beginn ing to rel y  upo n th at w hich  i s  wr i t ten.  Such an off ice in Christ  s teachings in e i ther  book is  not

even  m ent io ned ; bu t I n eed n ot  reh ear se the matter . I  cannot make i t  any more  pla in.  As I have sa id ,  you

have the scr iptures before you,  and  if y ou  w ill  w rest  them  it shall  be to y our  ow n destru ction . Th is mat ter

of a  one-man mouthpiece of  God to  the church , has p ro ven  th e gr eat  cur se of th e w or k  of G od i n t hese

last  day s. It is throu gh this instru ment ality  that Satan  has many  thousand souls deluded. A  man w ho w as

weak  and u nstabl e from  the ti me G od called  him , set him self up as Pro phet a nd Seer  to  the church ,  and

the ch urch  to receive his wor ds as if from G od' s own m outh. Such a thing is contrary  to  the Sp i ri t  and

t ruths of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Look at the one hun dred and fifty th ousand delude d  so u ls  in  Utah,

be l iev ing in a revel ation  given th rou gh this man  that we are to exalted to the highest glory in  the world

to come, through spir i tual  wifeism; also the twenty thousand or more souls who are bl inded to bel ieve

in  the  reve lat ions of  th i s man who  has in t roduced doct r ines  in to  the church  tha t  conf li c t w i th  the w ritt en

word of God.  As i t  was in the days of ancient Israel and in the day s of the Apostles, so it is in this day .

Cursed be  the man t hat tru steth in m an and maketh f lesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the

Lord. J er. xvii:5.



Chapter 6

Th e D oct r in e of  C hr ist  A ll  C on ta in ed i n T he  Tw o S acr ed B oo ks.

Some of  the Lat ter  Day Sa ints have cla imed that  as  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  is  an abridgement of the Nephite

rec or ds,  it  does not contain al l th e do ctr in e of C hr ist,  hen ce th e ne ed o f th e rev elat io ns o f Joseph Smith.

A l l w ho  m ak e th is cl aim  are  in  err or , as C hr ist  h imsel f says ,  (Nephi  ix :11) , tha t  h is  doct rine is contai ned

in the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n . In speak ing o f the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  he sa y s, th at w hen  th ese things shall be made

know n unto the Genti les ,  that  they might know  of the true points of my doctrine. W e have also see in

the previous chapter, that the words and doctrine of Ch rist are to be made known  in the Bible and in the

Nephite  records.  Now brethren,  these scr iptures are as p la in  as can  be ;  they  need no comments of  mine

to mak e them  any  mo re plai n. T he Doc t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s do  not  cl a im to  have been t ransla ted  from the

records of N ephi ' s seed -- the sealed recor ds. Th is plain  scriptu re shou ld and  w ill be su fficient to  conv ince

any  person  w itho ut p rejud ice, th at the Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s should be discarded as a law of God to the

church . Th e doctr ine of C hri st alw ay s was an d w ill be t he sam e. Th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  t e ll s us  tha t  the

sealed records yet  to come forth  w ill con tain g reat m y steries of  th ings tha t  are  to t ransp i re before  the  end

of the wo rld; but th is is another th ing outside of the gosp el or do ctrin e of C hri st. Pau l say s that if an  angel

from heaven preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you ,  l et  h im be  accursed .  The teac hi ngs o r do ctr in e of C hr ist

as set forth i n th e B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  are full  and pl ain. M orm on say s, “and no w  there can not  be w ritt en in

this book  even the hundredth part of the things which Jesus did truly  teach the people.” Of course this

means  al l  the words that Jesus taught or spoke to them, including the great my ster ies  of th ings to take

place in the future ,  which my ster ies the Lord forbade th em to  wr ite. Joh n also say s of the thin gs w hich

Jesus truly  did and taught ,  the which,  i f  they should be w ri tte n ev ery  on e, I su pp ose  that even the world

itself could no t  con tain the books that should be written.” (John xxi :25) .  But is any one so bl ind as to

understand from  this langu age that th e doctrin e of Ch rist, or as w e use the expr ession, the teachi ngs of

Chr ist , are not contained in ful l  in the Bible and in Book of M o rm on ? N o spir itu al m an w ou ld so

inter pret t his script ure.

In  June, 182 9, Joseph Smith, Oliver C owdery and myself, received this commandment through the

stone,  “Behold,  I g ive unto you a commandment,  that  you  rely  upo n th e thin gs wh ich  are wr i t ten  (then ,

at  that t ime, June, 1829 ), for in them are all things w ritten concerning m y ch urch, m y gospel, and m y

rock.” Th is revelation reads this w ay t oday  in the old B o o k o f  Com m and m ent s .  Bu t the Latter Day saints

changed  i t  i n  1 834  to read  different i n th e B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts. Th e revelat ions r eceived

thro ugh  the  stone  in  1829 ,  agree with th e teachings of Ch rist in the Bible and B o o k o f  Mo r m o n ;  but in

order  to support  the errors which w ere afterwards introduced by men,  some of the early  revelat ions have

been  changed and added to, as  I wi l l  show  y ou i n ano ther  chapter .  In order to uphold these errors,  your

leaders claim that  as the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  is an abridgement of the Nephite records, containing only a small

part of the thi ngs wh ich Chr ist said and di d, th at it do es not con tain a ll th e doctr ines, law s, ordin ances

and offices which C hrist  meant to be in the church;  therefore Brother Josep h's  revelat ions are needed to

estab lish  oth er doctrines,  laws,  ordinances and offices that Christ  left  out of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  and  the

Bible,  and out of the  reve lat ions when God fi r st  gave  them in  1829 .  Oh the  weakness  and fo l l y  of  man!

H o w any  person  can be so b lind  in th e face of all thi s evidence, as to  still u pho ld th e Book o f  Do c t r i n e  and

Cov enan t s,  is more than I can understand. But there are none so blind as those who w il l  not see. 

You  have ch anged  the revelation s from the w ay t hey  wer e first given and as they  are today  in th e B o o k

o f  Com m and m ent s ,  to support  the error of  Brother Joseph  in taking upon  himself the  off ice of  Seer  to  the

church . You have changed the revelat ions to support  the error o f  h igh  pr iest s . You have  changed the

revela t ions to support the error of a President of the high priesthood, high counselors ,  etc.  You have

altered  the revelatio ns to supp ort y ou in  going b ey ond th e plain t eachings  of  Chr i st  in  the new covenant

part of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  You have changed and a l tered the revelat ions to support t he er ror of



publ i sh ing those  reve lat ions in  a  book :  the errors you are in ,  revelat ions have been changed to support

and uphold them . You w ho are now  living  did  no t change th em , bu t y ou  w ho  str iv e to  defen d th ese

thin gs, are as guil ty  in th e sight of G od as tho se wh o did ch ange th em.

As I hav e stated, I am  called to  bear testi mo ny  that t he Bib le, as w ell as the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n , is tru e:

and no one sho uld p lace the o ne bo ok  ahead of th e other ; they  are on e! Th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  tells us that

many  pla in things have been  taken from the Bible,  so that the Genti les stumble and contend about the

t rue points of C hri st's doct rin e. It says th at the B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  has been kept pure,  and come forth pure

so as to m ake p lain t he doct rin e of C hri st; that  w e mig ht k now  of the tr ue po ints of h is doctri ne.

Is it no t plai n th at w e shoul d rely  upo n it o n all d octri nal p oint s, and th e order  of  off ices  in  the

church? It certainly  is,  and this is not placing it ahead of the Bible. T h e B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  is full  and plain

on th e do ctr in e of C hr ist.  C hr ist c ho se “ twe lve” and cal led them disciples, or elders (not apostles) ;  and the

“tw elve” ordai ned elder s, priests, an d teacher s. Th ese are all th e spirit ual o ffices in the chu rch:  th at i s, the

officers who are ordained to offic iat e in  spir itu al o rdi nan ces; a s bap tism , lay in g on  of h and s for  th e gift

of the Holy  Ghost; ordai nin g oth er officers, adm inister ing th e Lor d s supper , etc. T he office of  a Bishop

is to  adm in iste r i n t em po ral  th in gs. H e is t he b usi ness  man of  the church. The church has a r ight to

appoint officers w ho act  in a temporal  capacity;  this is outside of the spir i tual  offices.  We see that the

disciples  at  Jerusalem appointed temporal  off icers.  Acts vi :2-3:  Then the twelve cal led the mult i tude of the

disciples  un to  th em , an d sa id:  It is n ot rea son  th at w e sho ul d le ave  th e w or d of G od a nd  serv e tab les.

W herefor e, brethren,  look y e out among you seven men of honest  report ,  fu l l  of the H oly  Ghost  and

w isdo m , w ho m  w e m ay  app oi nt  ov er t hi s bu sin ess.” So  th ey  app oi nt ed t he se ven  deac on s.

“And Go d h ath  set so m e in  th e ch ur ch,  first  apostles, secondarily  prophets, thirdly  teachers, after that

m ir acle s, th en g ifts o f hea lin gs, h elp s, go ver nm ent s, diversities of tongues.” (1 Cor. x ii:28). Th e Latter Day

Saints s tumble  over  th i s passage , and i t  i s s trange that they do. Paul  is not referr ing here to a ll  the off icers

in  the church. Th e office of an Elder is not named. He  re fers to  miracles,  g i fts  of heal ing,  d iversi t ies of

tongues, and these are not offices in the Ch urch. H e is referr ing here to the g ifts ,  as  you  can see plainly

by  reading the chapt er. H e says at t he c on clu sion  of th is, i n t he t hi rt y fir st verse ,  “But  covet earnest l y  the

best gifts.” In the N e w  T e s ta m e n t  it sp eak s of ev ang eli sts,  past or s, te ach ers,  hel ps, g ov ern m ent s, etc . Are

w e to sup pose from  this, t hat w e are no w  to establ ish offices in th e C hur ch un der th ose respectiv e nam es

of helps, pastors, governments, etc.? Not at al l .  These  names  come to  us thus t ransla ted .  Concern ing  the

spiritual  off ices in th e chur ch, Elder s, Priests and  Teach ers, w ith t heir d uties as given  in th e B o o k o f

M o rm o n ,  th ey  com pr ise t he o fficer s w ho  are qualif ied to act in al l spirit ual m atters, an d ther e is no n eed

of an y  m or e spi ri tu al o ffices t han  th ese in  th e ch ur ch,  as w e can  pla in ly  see fro m  th e scri pt ur es.

The B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  is fu ll c on cer ni ng a ll sp iri tu al m att ers p er taining to the Church of Christ .

Inst ruc tions a re g iven  as to  the manner  of bapt ism,  lay ing on of hands,  the manner  of admin i ste r ing  the

flesh  and blo od of C hrist; th at the chu rch m ust m eet together  of t  to  fas t  and to pr ay an d to speak

concern ing the welfare of of their souls; how the meeting should be conducted;  how a back slidin g mem ber

is to be tr ied,  before the Elders by the test imony  of th ree  w itn esses,  and i f they repented not ,  they were

to be cut off ,  etc. ,  etc.  It  is  al l  set  forth therein in pla inness,  and w e have n o need o f the Doc t r i n e  and

Cov enan t s or any  other creed.

The tw elve at Jer usalem  are called i n th e w ritt en word “Apost les .” They are apost les because they w ere

special w itn esses to  the suffer ings of C hr ist,  hi s deat h,  bu ri al a nd  resu rr ecti on : bu t th e tw elv e w hi ch C hr ist

cho se on this  land are ca l led disciples or e lders ,  and are not  once call ed apostl es in the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .

In  the revelat ion which  came through the  stone  in  June, 1829 ,  to Oliv er Cow dery and myself to search

out the twelve, they  are also cal led disciples,  and not apostles;  and the revelat ion says “disciples” in the

B o o k o f  Co m m and m ent s  today . But  it has been  changed  in the Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s to read “apostles.”

The heading to th is revelat ion i n th e B oo k o f C o m m a n d m e n t s says :  Making know n the cal l ing of twelve

'D isci pl es'  in th ese last day s. “In the Doc t r i n e s  and  C ov enan t s to reads:  “Making know n the cal l ing of

twelve 'Apost les'  in these last  days .” In 1 Nephi  i i i:26,  where reference is made  to th e tw elve at Jer usalem



and the tw elve up on t his lan d, each t w elve are cal led by  th eir  resp ect ive names:  “Behold the twelve

'D isci pl es'  o f  the Lamb, w ho are chosen to minister unto thy seed. And he (the angel) said unto  me,  thou

remembereth the tw elve ' Ap ostles' o f the Lam b? Beho ld th ey  are they  w ho shal l judg e the tw elve tr ibes

of Israel : wherefore,  the twelve ministers of  thy seed shal l  be judged of them. T he twelve on this  land are

called  disciples, and not in any  place are t hey  called apo stles. W hen  Ch rist was teaching the twelve on this

land,  in giving them instructions He refers to the w ay  H is tw elve apo stles did at Jer usalem  in th e lay ing

on of hands, saying to th em: For thu s do mine apostles.”

In 1  Cor .  x i i :28 , i t  says :  “And  God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily proph ets,”

etc.  H e di d so,  pla cin g th e tw elv e ap ost les fi rst , w hi ch h e ch ose a t Jerusalem: they are to judge the twelve

trib es of Israel ,  and they are to judge the twelve disciples whom  Christ  chose on this  land among th e

N eph ite s. Th erefore, w e see from t he w ritt en w or d th at t her e is o nl y  on e tw elv e w ho  are  call ed ap ost les,

and that they are placed f irst .

W hen  it is God's ow n due time to gather up the scattered fragments of his ki ngdo m w hich  has been

laid was te by  men,  then  we suppose that  God wil l  place at the head of his church twelve disciples;  but we

of the Church of Christ  wi l l  not pla ce th em  th ere , u nl ess God so com man ds us. This is Gods' w ork  and

no t m an' s w or k . W e do  no t b eli eve i n t w elv e m anm ade d isci pl es.

I consider  the Book o f  Do c t r in e  and  Cov enan t s a cre ed o f rel igi ou s fait h.  Y ou  can  see fro m  th e fir st

edit ion (Kirtland, 1835 )  that  men,  on the authorit y o f other men, and n o author ity  from God,  arran ged

the item s of the doctrine of Jesus Ch rist in that book, and in August , 1835 ,  adopted  i t  as  the  doct r ine  and

covenants of their fai th  by  a  unan imous  vote  of the  h igh  counc i l,  thus mak ing i t  a  law to the church for

the first tim e. To  these pro ceedings I object ed from  the f i rst ,  as  I a lso  d id to  chang ing the  name of the

church . W h y  should they  not have been satisfied with the way  that God has arranged the items of his

doctr ine in hi s Ho ly  W ord? W hat au thor ity  had th ey for  mak ing a  creed? I w ill qu ote from  the Kirt land

edit ion of the B o o k o f  Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s of 1835 ,  and you  can see for yourselves that what I say is

correct . Q uot ation  from  the pr eface: “We deem i t  to be  unnecessary  to  enter tain  you wi th  a  l engthy

preface to  the fol lowing vo lume,  bu t merely to say that i t  contains in short the leading i tems of the

religi on w hich  w e have p rofessed to beli eve.  The f i rst  part of the bo ok  w ill be fou nd to  conta in a series

of lectures as  del ivered before a  theologica l  c lass in this  place,  and,  in consequence of the ir  embracing  the

important doctr ine of salva tion , w e have ar ranged  them  into th e follow ing w ork . * * *  Th ere may  be an

aversion in  the minds of  some aga inst  rece iv ing  anyth ing purpor t ing to be articles of rel igious faith, in

consequ ence of  there be ing so many C REEDS now extant ;  but  i f  men bel ieve a system an d profess that

i t  was g iven by inspirat ion,  certa inly  the more in tel l i gib ly  they  can  present  it  the be t te r .  *  *  *  We  have,

ther efore,  endeavo red to  present , tho ugh  in few  wo rds, OU R belief, and, w hen w e say  th is, h um bl y  tr ust

the faith and principles of this society as a body.”

Wh ere is their authority from  God for makin g this creed, and makin g it a law to the church? I wil l

now  quo te from pages 255 and 256 o f the same b ook : Th e assembly  being d uly  organ ized, an d, after

t ransac ting certain business of the  church ,  proceeded to  appoint a com mi ttee t o A RR A N GE T H E ITEM S

O F DO CT RINE O F JESUS C HR IST. * * * Th ese items are to be taken from the Bible, B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,

and the  reve lat ions wh ich have been given to said church up to its date, or shall  be  unt il  such  arrangement

is m ade.  * *  * W her eup on  th e H igh  C ou nci l of Kirt land accepted  and acknowledged them as the  doct rine

and covenants of their  faith by  a una nim ous vo te.” It wa s here m ade a law  to th e chur ch for t he first ti me.

So we see that  their  whole proceedings were upo n th eir ow n aut hor ity  – upon  the au tho rity  of men  and

not  God.  Al so, that  the Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s is a creed, as much so as any sectarian creed. 

Some of the L atter D ay  Saints clai m t hat th e Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s i s  one of the Books spoken of

in  Nep hi's vision , wh ich he saw  tak en to  the Lamani tes f rom the  Genti l es . (1  Nephi  i i i: 42. )  How anyone

can so interpret  that  scr ipture is more than I  can understand;  because i t  says on the sam e pa ge, t hat  th ose

“Boo k s” (records) contained the w ords that  Ch rist spake unto th e Nephites, which w ords should be hid

up, to come forth to  the Gent il e s,  a fte r  the N eph ite s had  dw in dle d in  un bel ief.  N eph i saw  “oth er B oo k s”



tak en to  the Lamani tes , a fte r  the Bible w as taken  to th em.  Th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  i s one  of  those  books , bu t

the ot her  is y et t o co m e for th  fro m  th e N eph ite  reco rd s, w hich  are yet  hid up and sealed.  I t  i s  to come

to the Gentiles, and they wil l  carry  it and  the B o o k  o f  M o r m o n  to  the Lamani tes , to  the conv inc ing of  the

Gen til es,  the L aman ites and t he Jew s. No w , how  is it tha t any one can  claim  the Doc t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s

as bei ng o ne o f th ose  “Book s ?” The B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts itself does not claim to be the w ords

of the Nephite record which are hid up. The  B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  was  t rans la ted  from those  records , and more

is ye t  to  be t ransla ted  from them,  but  i t  w i l l  not come for th  in  the d ays of w ickedness (2 Nephi  xi:17.

Ether  i :11) .  I w i l l  quote the  scr ipture  rel a t ing  to  the “other Books” which Nephi saw in  his vision. It is

very  plai n. (1  Neph i ii i :41-42). The angel, talkin g to Neph i, says: “Behold, sait h t he L am b, I w ill  m ani fest

my self unt o th y  seed (the N ephit es), that th ey  shall w rite m any  thin gs wh ich  I shall m inister  unt o th em,

w hich  shall be p lain an d precio us; and  after  th y  seed sh all  be d estr oy ed an d dw in dle  in  un bel ief,  and  also

the see of t hy  br eth ren ; be ho ld,  th ese things shall  be hid up, to  com e for th  un to  th e Ge nt ile s, by  th e gift

and power of  the Lamb; and in them shal l  be wri t ten my gospel,  sai th the Lamb, and my  rock and m y

salva tion ; *  *  * * (same page) A nd it cam e to pass tha t I beheld t he rem nant  of the seed of m y  breth ren

(th e La m ani tes),  and  also  the Bo ok  of the L amb  of God,  w hich  had pr oceeded  forth from the mouth of

the Jew  (the Bible), that it cam e forth from the Genti les ,  unto the remnant of  the seed of my  breth ren;

and after  it had  come forth unto them (the Lamanites) ,  I beheld OT HER BO OKS, which came forth by

the pow er of th e Lam b, from  the G entil es unto  them , un to th e conv incin g of the Gent il e s,  and the

remnant of  the  seed  of my  bre thren ,  and also the J ews, w ho w ere scattered  upon all  the face of the earth,”

etc.

N o w bre thren ,  words  cannot  be  p lainer  than  th is  sc r ipture , and it show s that th e Book o f  Do c t r i n e  and

Cov enan t s is not one of those books.  It  is  strange to me, why  the heads of your church w il l  attempt to

prove that t he Book o f  Do c t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s is on e of t ho se books here spoken of,  as they are to come

from sealed records which are yet  hid up.

Chapter 7

Rela ti v e To  Pu bl ish in g Th e R ev ela ti on s.

Publ i sh ing the ear ly  revelat ions,  or any of them, was contrary to the wi l l  of  the Lord,  as I  wi l l  show  y o u

fro m  th e rev elat io ns t hem selv es.  Th e revelat ions in  the B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s up to June, 1829 ,  were

given  thr ough  the “ston e”, thro ugh  w hich  the B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  w as tr ansl ate d.  T hese are the only

revela t ions that can  be relied  upo n, an d they  are not  law . Th e Lor d told  us not  to teach  them  for doct rin e;

they  were g iven most ly  to individuals,  the persons whom  God chose in commencing H is wor k for their

individu al inst ruc tion ,  and the church  had  no need of them. They  should have been kept w ith t he sacred

papers and records  of the  church ,  and never  pub lished  in a bo ok  to beco me p ubl ic pro perty  for th e ey es

of th e w or ld.  It was not necessary for the w hole church to ever see them. T he written w ord is full  on al l

matters pertaining to the Chu rch of christ .  Of course I believe in God revea l ing His wil l  to H is servants

in  these days ,  by the var ious g if ts of the  Holy  Ghost;  but  I be l ieve in  i t  accord ing to  the Scr ip tures . In  the

revela t ions th em selv es ar e po siti ve co m m and s to k eep t hese  things from the world,  that  they are sacred,

etc.  A  revelation w as g iven to O l i v er  C o w d er y  in  April ,  1829 ,  (Sec.  v :11 ,  13) , in  which  he i s to ld  tha t  he

wou ld be  granted  a  gi ft  “to  t ransla te even as m y  servant  Joseph, ” war nin g him  as follow s: “Rem emb er,

it is sacred, and cometh from abov e. * * * * T rifle not with sacred things. * * *  *  M ak e not thy g if t  known

unto  any,  save i t  be those who are of thy faith.” But t hey  pub lished th ese thing s in a bo ok , and m ade them

kno wn  to the w orld!

In  a  revelat ion to Mar tin H arr is (Sec.  18) co nce rn in g en dle ss pu ni shm ent ,  are these words: “And I

command y ou  th at y ou  pr each  nau ght  bu t r epen tan ce; a nd  sho w  no t th ese th in gs, n eit her  spea k  th ese



thin gs unto th e worl d, for  th ey  can no t b ear  m eat , bu t m ilk  th ey  m ust  rece iv e: w her efor e, t hey  m ust  not

know  these thi ngs, lest th ey  perish .” Th is revelat ion r eads as I have quo ted it,  in th e B o o k o f

Com m and m ent s ;  but  in th e D o c t r i n e  a n d  C o v e n an t s  i t  has been c han ged t o r ead t hu s: “Sh ow  no t th ese

th ings unto the  wor ld ,  unt i l  i t  is  wisdom in me.”  The w ords, “un til it  is wi sdom  in m e,” wer e added  to

this revelat ion. You see they had to add these words in order to publish the revelat ions. Judge for

y ou rsel ves,  brethren : I will m ake  no fart her co mm ents to m agnify  the err ors of th e leaders of th e chur ch.

M y  pol icy throughout wi l l  be to speak of no more of their  errors  than is  necessary in order to prove al l

false  doctr ines as being false, and establ ishing the doctrine of Christ  as i t  is  set forth in the w ritten w ord.

The mai n reason  w hy  the pr inti ng pr ess was destroy ed, w as because they  pub lished th e B o o k o f

Com m and m ent s .  It fell into the hands of the w orld, an d the  people o f Jackson coun ty, M issour i, saw

from the  reve lat ions tha t  they  were  cons idered  by  the  church  as in tr ud ers u pon th e land of Zion, as

enem ies to  the church ,  and that t hey  shoul d be cut  off out o f the lan d of Zion  and sent  away . The people

see ing these thi ngs in t he B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s became the more enraged, tore down th e pr in tin g pr ess,

and drove th e ch ur ch o ut  of Jackson county . (See Doc.  and C ov.,  Section s 52 : 9, 64 : 7, 45  : 15.) W hich

i s the  land of your  inher i tance.  Which  i s now the  l and of y our  enem ies. A nd th e rebelli ous shall  be cut

of f out  of the  land of  Zion ,  and sha l l  be  sent away , and shal l  not inherit  the land. “And now  I say unto

you ,  keep  these th ings from going abr oad unt o the w orld, u ntil it is expedien t in m e, that y e may

acco m pl ish  this work  in  the ey es of  the people,  and in the eyes of your enemies ,  that  they may  not know

your  work s unt i l  ye have accom plished  the thing wh ich I have comm anded you.” Th is is sufficient. I wil l

quote no more to show  y ou th at the leaders made a mistake in publishing the revelations in a book. It is

too pla in.  Brethren,  does i t  not look s t range tha t  they  shou ld  have  been so  b l ind as to  go ahead  and

pu bl ish  these revelatio ns in th e face of this plain lan guage to keep these things from the w orld? It surely

does loo k str ange.

I w ill  no w  tel l y ou  of a p ro ph ecy  w hi ch t he L or d gav e th ro ug h m e to  Bro th ers Joseph Smith and

Sy dney  Rigdon,  of wh at should come to pass if they  prin ted th ose revelat ions. In  the spring of 1832 ,  in

Hiram, Ohio , Br ot her s Joseph  and Sy dney , and o thers, co nclu ded tha t the r evelati ons shou ld be pr inted

in a book. A  few of the brethren -- including my self -- objected to it seriously.  W e told them  that  i f the

revela t ions were pu blished, the w orld  w oul d get  the books, and it wou ld not do; that it  was not the w il l

of th e Lo rd  th at t he r evel ati on s sho ul d be  pu bl ish ed. B ut  Bro th ers Joseph  and Sy dney  would not  listen

to us,  and said they were going to send them to Independence to be published. I objected to i t  and

w ith sto od B ro th ers Joseph  and Sy dney  to the face.  Brother Joseph  said  as fol lo w s:

“Any  man w ho objects to hav ing these revel ation s publ ished, shal l hav e his par t tak en ou t of the T ree

of Life and out of the Holy  C ity .” Th e Spiri t of Go d came u pon  me an d I prop hesied to  them  in the nam e

of the  Lord :  “That  i f they  sent those revelat ions to In dep en den ce to  be publ i shed  in  a book, the people

wou ld come upon them and tear  down the pr int ing press ,  and the church would be  dri ven  ou t o f Jackson

county .” Brother s Joseph  and Sy dney  laughed at me. Early  in t he spr ing  of 1 83 3, at  Indep enden ce,

Mo. , the r evelati ons w ere pri nted i n th e B oo k o f C o m m a n d m e n t s.  Many  of  the book s wer e finished  and

distrib uted  among the members of  the church,  and through some of the  unwise  brethren , the world got

hold  of some of them. From  that tim e the il l-feeling toward u s began to increase; and in the summer of

1833  the mob came upon us,  tore down the pr int ing press ,  and drove th e ch ur ch o ut  of Jackson county .

Brothers Joseph  and Sy dney  then saw  that  I  did have some of the Spir i t  of God, after m y  proph ecy h ad

been  fulfilled. To show  y ou th at Brother Joseph  and m y self st ill  lov ed ea ch o th er a s br eth ren  after  th is,

I wil l tell y ou t hat h e had so m uch  confidence in  me that  in  July , 1834 , he ordain ed me his successor as

“Prophet Seer and Revelator” to  the Church .  He d id th i s of  h is  own free wi l l  and not at  any sol ici tat ion

w hatev er  on my  par t . I  did  not  know w hat  he was  go ing  to  do unt il  he  la id  h i s hands upon me and

ordai ned m e.

N o w , bear in m ind, breth ren, that I am  not c la iming this  off ice ;  as I  have told you,  I  do not bel ieve

in  any such an office in the church. I  was then in error in bel ieving that there was such an office in the



Chu rch of Christ . I  suppose this  is news to many of you -- that  Brother Joseph  ordained me his  successor

-- bu t  i t i s in  your records,  and there are men now  livin g w ho w ere presen t in t hat co unci l of elders w hen

he did i t , in the camp of Zion, on Fishing River, Missouri ,  July,  1834 .

This  is  why m any of the bre th ren came to me after  Brother Joseph  was kill ed, and impor tuned m e

to come out and lead the church. I refused to do so. Ch rist is the only  leader and head of his church. 

No w,  brethren , I will ask  y ou to r ead the early revelations that were given through the stone, up to

June, 1829 , and see if this matter is not ju st as I have told y ou; th at they  -- or any  other revelat io ns --

should never have been published, thus necessari ly becoming public  property for the eyes of the wo rld.

A lso  notice that  they  w ere given  to individuals ,  to those whom  God chose in commencing his  work,  for

the ir  ind iv idual  inst ruc tion ,  and wer e not given to  the church , and the chu rch had  no  nee d o f th em . In

the B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts they are sections 2 to 16, inclusive. T he headings over sections 4 and

7 are no t lik e they  are in t he B oo k o f C o m m a n d m e n ts, in w hich  the h eadings sho w  that t hey  w ere a lso

given  to  indiv iduals.  Section 4 is  a revelat ion given to Joseph Smith and Mar tin H arr is. Sec tio n 7 i s a

revelat ion given to O l i v er  C o w d er y .

N o w , bear in  mi nd th at these rev elatio ns w ere given  through the “stone,” w hile t he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n

w as be ing t ransla ted .  The  reve lat ions in  June, 1829 ,  were  given  about  the t ime the t ransla t ion  of the book

w as f inished.  As I have stated before ,  Brother Joseph  g ave  up the ston e a few m ont hs after  t ransla t ing  the

B o o k o f  Mo r m o n . Yo u can see from  the B o o k o f  Doc t r in e  an d  Co v enan t s that  the next  revelat ion after  Jun e,

1829,  is March, 1830 , a period of nin e mon ths, and w e had been pr eachin g since August,  1829 .  Now  y o u

not ice that w hen  the  reve lat ions began to co me again , at the en d of this nin e mon ths (this tim e thro ugh

Brot her  Joseph  as “mouthp iece”), they  came thick  and fast, and are of a different character to tho se given

thro ugh  the stone, which  were  g iven  to  indiv idual s for the ir  ind iv idual  inst ruc tion  in  commenc ing the

work .

Chapter 8

Th e C ha ng es A nd  A ddit io ns T o S om e O f T he  Rev ela ti on s.

Some of the rev elatio ns as they  are no w  in th e B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts have been changed an d

added  to.  Some of the changes being of the greatest  importance as  the meaning is ent ire ly  changed on some

very  im po rt ant  m att ers;  as if the Lord had  changed his mi nd a few y ears after he gave the revelations, and

after  having comm anded his servants (as they claim) to print  them  in  the “Boo k of  Co m m an dm en ts;” and

after  g iv ing his servants a revelat io n,  bei ng a  pr eface u nt il H is B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s, w hi ch sa y s:

“Behold, this is mine authori ty ,  and the authority  of  my  servants , and my preface unto the Book of m y

Com mandments,  which I  have given them to publ ish unto you,  oh  inhabitants of the earth.” Also in this

preface, “Behold,  I am  Go d, a nd  hav e spo k en i t; t hese  com m and m ent s are  of m e. Se arc h t hese

com m and m ent s, for they are true and faithful.”  The  revelatio ns w ere pri nted i n th e B o o k o f

Com m and m ent s  cor rect l y .  Th i s I  know,  and  w i l l  prove i t  to you .

These revelat ions w ere arr anged  for pu bl icat io n b y  Bro th ers Joseph Smith, Sydney Rigdon, Orson

Hyde  and  others,  in  Hiram, Oh io, whi le  I  was there ,  were sent  to In dep en den ce to be published,  and

were prin ted just ex actly  as they  were arranged by Brother Joseph  and th e other s. An d w hen t he B o o k o f

Com m and m ent s  was printed, Joseph  and th e chur ch receiv ed it as bein g prin ted correct ly .  This  I  know.

In the winter of  1834  they  saw t hat som e of the rev elatio ns in t he Bo o k o f  Com m and m ent s  had to be

changed, because  the heads  of the chur ch had go ne too far,  and had d one th ings in w hich they  had already

gone ahead of so m e of t he fo rm er r evel ati on s. So  th e bo ok  of Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s w as pr in ted  in  1835 ,

and some o f the rev elatio ns chan ged and ad ded to.  By  the pr ovid ence of  God I have one  of the old B o o k

o f  Com m and m ent s  pub l i shed  in  1833 .  I  wi l l  prove by  a revelat ion i n it,  w hich  is changed  in th e Doc t r i n e



and  Cov enan t s,  a revela t ion  tha t was  given  through the “stone” and is tr ue -- I w ill pr ove th at Go d called

Brot her  Joseph  to tr anslate th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  on ly ,  and tha t  he w as no t cal led  to  or gan ize  and  estab lish

the church an y  mor e than the r est of us Elders. Th at God com man ded him  that  he  shou ld  pre tend to  no

oth er gift bu t to t ranslat e the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  that God would grant him no other gift .

I wil l also show  by  a revelat ion i n th e B oo k o f C o m m a n d m e n t s -- afterw ards chan ged in th e Doc t r i n e

and  Cov enan t s -- that we were comm anded to re ly  upon the “ th ings which  are wr i t ten” in  bu i lding  up the

church ; for “in th em ar e all th ings w ritt en con cernin g my  chur ch, m y  gospel, an d m y  rock . W herefor e,

if y ou  shal l bu ild  up  m y  chu rch , m y  gosp el,  and my  rock,  the gates of  hel l  shal l  not  prevai l  against  you.

But we did no t re ly  upon the w r i t ten  word  in  bu i ld ing  up the church ;  but  Joseph went  on in  the

persuasions of  men,” -- as  he did whi le  translat ing, and heeded Rigdon who show ed him that high priests

and other offices should  be a dde d to  eld ers,  pr iest s and  teac her s; an d so w e di d n ot  estab lish  H is (C hr ist' s)

church, H is gospel and H is rock, so the gates of hell did prevail  against the church , and  it final ly  landed

in  Salt Lake in poly gamy .

I wil l  also show y ou by  a revelation in  th e Book o f  Co m m and m ent s  -- afterwards changed in the

Doc t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s -- that  w e had n o hig h pr iests, etc.  in the beginning; as if God had organized his

chur ch at first with  elders ,  priests and teachers, and after we had p reached almo st two y ears, and had

bapti zed and confirmed about 2000 souls  into the Church of Christ ,  then God concluded he had not

organ ized  it r ight, and decided to put in high priests and other offices above the office of an el der. No

breth ren  -- God does  not change  and work  in  any  such manner . Th is  is  man ' s work .  I  w i l l  prove  beyond

a doubt t hat  every spir itual  off ice added to the church which is not according to the teachings of C hr ist

to the “twelve” on this land, is the w ork o f man, and not th e work  of God.

I see that some of yo u claim  that the sam e pow er wh ich gave th ese revelation s, had auth ority  to chan ge

them , and ref er  to Jer .  xxxvi : 32. By  readin g this pa ssage you  w ill see tha t the w ords w hich  w ere added

were “like w ords;” w ords w hich  conv ey ed the  same m eanin g -- w ere added t o th at boo k b y  Jerem iah w hen

he w as writi ng it over again , because it had been  burned  in  the  fi r e by  the  k ing.  But the words added to

the two former revelat ions are not “lik e w or ds,” a s th ey  cha nge  and  rev erse  the or ig inal  meaning: as  if  God

had comm anded Joseph  to  p retend to  no  o ther  gi ft  bu t to  t rans la te the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  that he wou ld

“grant him n o other gift,” and then  after w ard s God had changed his mind and concluded to grant him

another gift .  God does not change and work  in  this  manner . The way  this  revelat ion has been changed,

twenty -two  wo rds being added to it, it w ould ap pear  tha t God  had broken H is word after giving His

word  in pla inness ;  commanding Brother Joseph  to  p re tend  to  no  o ther  g if t bu t to tr anslate th e B o o k o f

M o rm o n ,  and  then the Lord  had  changed and concluded to grant Joseph  the  gi ft  of a  Seer  to the  Church .

Th is part o f this revel ation  in th e B oo k o f C o m m a n d m e n t s r eads thus:  “And  he (Joseph ) ha s a gift  to

translate the  Book and I have commanded h im tha t he  sha l l  pre tend to no other gift , for I wil l  grant him

no other gift .”

But i n th e Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s i t  has been changed and reads thus: 

“A nd  y ou  hav e a gi ft to  tr ansl ate  th e pl ate s, and this is the first gift that I bestow ed upon y ou, and I

have commanded y ou that y ou should  pretend to no other gift ,  unti l  my  purpose is ful led in this;  for  I

w il l gr an t u nt o y ou  no  ot he r g ift  un ti l i t i s fin ish ed”.

May  God have mercy on the heads of  the church for their  transgression is  my prayer .

This revelation is Section 4, Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s:  Ch ap. 4, B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s.

The next im port ant chan ge I w ill  spea k  of,  is m ade i n a r evel ati on  w hi ch w as giv en t o Br ot her s Joseph

Smith, Oliv er Cow dery, and myself in Fayette,  New York, June, 1829 .  I w as present w hen Br oth er

Joseph  received it  throu gh the stone. It is C hapter 15 B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s, Sec. 16 Doc t r i n e  and

Cov enan t s. In the B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s it r eads t hu s:

“Behold I give  unto  you  a commandm ent, that you  rely up on the things which are w ritten; for in

them  are a l l  th ings wr i t ten , concern ing my  church ,  my gospel ,  and my  rock. W herefore if you  shall  build

up my  church, and my  gospel,  and my  rock, the gates of hell  shall  not prevail  against you.”



But in  the B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts i t  has been changed and reads thus:  “Behold I g ive unto you

a comm andment, that y ou rely  upon the things w hich are written; for in them are al l  t h ings  wr i t ten ,

concern ing 't he fo un dat io n o f '  my  church, my  gospel,  and my  rock; w herefore, if you  shall bui ld up my

chur ch 'upon  the foundation of '  my  gospel and my  rock, the gates of hell  shall  not prevail  against you.”

The change in this  revelat ion is  of  gr ea t i m po rt an ce ; t he w or d “th em ” r efe rs  to  th e p la te s -- th e B o o k

o f  M o r m o n : W e were com man ded to rely  upon  it in bu ilding up  the chur ch; that is, in estab l i sh ing the

doctr ine,  the o rder  of offices,  etc.:  “FO R IN  TH EM  A R E A L L T H IN G S W R IT T EN  C O N C ER N IN G

M Y  CH UR CH ,  my gospel ,  and my rock .”  But  th i s revela t ion  has been changed by  man  to m ean as

fol lo w s: That therein  i s not  a ll  th ings  wr i t ten  concern ing  the  church , but  on ly  a l l th ings  concern ing  “the

foundat ion of” the chu rch  -- or the beginning of the church: that you mu st bui ld up the church ,  beg inn ing

accord ing to the wri t ten wo rd, and add new  offices, new ordin ances, and new doctrines as I (the Lord)

reveal th em  to  y ou  fro m  y ear  to  y ear : A s a Seer  to  th e C hu rch ; H igh  Pr iest s; T hr ee of t he F ir st

Presiden cy ; Baptism for the Dead; Polygamy , etc. ,  etc. W hen t he B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts w as

compi led  in  1834 , the chur ch had  then  received m any  revelat ions to  establish n ew  offices and doctr ines

that  are no t even  men tion ed in the New  Cov enant of either of the two sacred books. They  changed this

revelat ion in  or der  to  sust ain  th ese new  doc tr in es:  If they h ad not m ade this chan ge, the plai n langu age

of the origi nal r evelati on w oul d hav e condem ned th e B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts.  I want  to repeat that

I was present when Brother Joseph  received this revelation through the stone: I am  one of the persons to

whom  it w as given, t herefor e I kno w  of a surety  that i t w as changed w hen printed i n th e Doc t r i n e  and

Cov enan t s in  1834 . Lik ew ise, concernin g all these changes of which I w ill speak, I kn ow  that  these chan ges

were made. I was present when n early  a l l  the ear ly  revelat ions were received.  There are several of the old

B o o ks o f  Co m m and m ent s  ye t  in  the l and;  br ing them to  li ght  and see for yourse lves tha t  these  reve lat ions

were  changed  jus t a s I  te l l you .

These changes were made by the leaders of the church,  who had dr if ted into error  and sp i r itual

bl in dn ess.  T hr ou gh t he i nfl uen ce of Sydney Rigdon ,  Brother Joseph  was  l ed  on and on in to  rece iv ing

revela t ions every year , to establ ish off ices and doctrines which are not even mentioned in the teachings

of C hri st in th e w ritt en w ord.  In a  few y ears they had gone away  ahead of the w ritt en w ord,  so that  they

had to change these revelations, as you w il l  understand when I have finished. 

The next  important  change I wi l l  not ice ,  is  in a revelat ion given to Martin Harris,  March, 1830 ,

(Chap .  16 B o o k o f  Co m m and m ent s , Sec.. 18 Doc t r in e  an d  Co v enan t s). In the B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s i t

reads thus:  “And I  command you  that  you  preach  nought  bu t repentance ;  and show not th ese things unti l

the wo rld,  for they  cannot bear  m eat , bu t m ilk  th ey  m ust  rece iv e: W her efor e, t hey  m ust  no t k no w  th ese

things lest they perish.”

But i n th e Book o f  Do c t r in e s  and  C ov enan t s it h as bee n ch ang ed an d re ads as fo llo w s:

“And I command you  that y ou pr each nought but repentance,  and show not these things unto the

wo rld, 'u ntil it is wisdom  in me,'  etc.” The words “until it is w isdom in m e” have been added.

As I hav e stated in  the pr eviou s chapter , y ou can  readily  see wh y  they  mad e this cha nge.

The next change of importance is in  a  reve lat ion  given  in  Fay ett e, New York, June,  1830 .  I t  was not

given  thr ough  the ston e. (Chap. 4. ,  B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s,  Sec. 17, Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s). Th e change

or addit ion to this  revelat ion is  of such a bold character ,  that  the compilers of the B o o k o f  Do c t r i n e  and

Cov enan t s put it in  that  book  wi thou t the h eading,  wh ich is ov er it in  the B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s, w hich

heading show s it to b e a revelat ion.  Th ey  have put it  in th e Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s as  “Sect ion 17,” but

it is  a revelat ion. T he old chur ch pap ers speak o f it as a revelat ion,  and th e headin g in th e B o o k o f

Com m and m ent s  shows that  i t  i s a  revelat ion.  I was present when Brother Joseph  gave  th is  reve lat ion .

The heading  over  i t in  the B o o k o f  Co m m and m ent s  is  as fol lows: “The Ar ticles and Covenants of the

Chu rch of  Chr i st ,  g iven  in Fayette,  New York, June, 1830 .”  Two paragraphs have been added to i t,

hav ing been thrust into the middle of  i t : Paragraphs 16 and 17 is  the part  added,  which part  speaks of high

priests and ot her h igh o ffices that the ch urch  never knew of unti l  almost tw o years after its beginning: As



if God had  made  a mis take  in  the f ir s t organ iza tion  of the  church , and left o ut th ese high im por tant  offices

w hich  are all above an elder; an d as if God had m a de a mistake an d left these high offices out of that

revelat ion when i t  was f irst  given.  Oh the weakness and bl indness of  man!  This  revelat ion as it  is in  the

B o o k o f  Co m m and m ent s , speak s of the du ties of all th e spiritu al officers in t he chu rch;  of elders, priests and

teachers; bu t does not m ention  a wo rd abou t the office of high  pr iest ,  president of the high priesthood,

high  counselors ,  etc . The part  added to this revelat ion w as put th ere to give t he dut ies of these high

officers in  o rdina tions.  I r epea t  tha t  the  church never hear d of o r t ho ug ht  of h avi ng i n i t an y  of th ese

offices,  unt i l  we moved to Kir tland, O hio ,  in  the days of Sidney Rigdon.  The Church of Christ  upon

either  con tin ent  had  no  such  offic es in  it,  and  C hr ist  told u s throu gh the stone that he would establish his

chur ch “L IK E U N T O  T H E  C H U R C H  W H I C H  W A S  T A U G H T  B Y  M Y  D IS C IP L ES  IN  T H E  D A Y S

O F OLD.”  *  *  * “If th e people of this generation harden not their hearts.” (Chap. 4. ,  Par. 5, B o o k o f

Com m and m ent s ).

N o w breth ren, t he C hur ch of C hri st of old h ad in i t on ly  elders, pr iests and teach ers; bu t the C hur ch

of Lat ter  Da y  Sain ts,  with i ts  man y  new  offices, doctri nes, and o rdin ances w hich  w ere no t in t he C hur ch

of C hr ist o f old , is a  ver y  diffe ren t ch ur ch -- a di fferen t o rd er  throughou t. This is p la in  to  be seen .  Why ,

oh  w hy  w ill  y ou  con tin ue t o t ru st in th e man  w ho h as erred  and in t roduced doct rines of  er ror  in to  the

Chu rch of Christ?  Why  wi l l  y ou  continue in blindness? But modern Israel is no better than ancient Israel .

M a n wi l l  not  wa lk  humbly  before  God and ab ide in  h i s ord inances , a l though he has given  them his  word

in great plainness.  You are in spir i tual  bl indness and you k now it  not.

I will now  quote the tw o paragraphs wh ich have been added to the revelation above m entioned:

“N o person is to be ordained to any off ice in this church,  where there is a regul arly  organ ized br anch

of the same, withou t the vote of  tha t  church ;  but  the pr esid in g eld ers,  tr ave lin g bi sho ps, h igh  cou nsel or s,

high  pr iests  and e lders ,  may have the pr iv i lege of ordaining,  where there i s no branch o f the church, t hat

a vote may be cal led.  Every president of the high pr iesthood (or pres iding e lder) ,  b ishop, high counselor

and high priest,  is to be ordained by the direction of a high council ,  or general conference.”

In a l l  the teachings of Chr is t ,  these high off ices are not even mentioned as being in the Church of

Chr ist .

Th ere are ot her ch anges in t his rev elatio n, bu t thi s is the on ly  change o f imp orta nce.

The next change I wil l  no tice is one of importance. It is in Section 4, Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s: C hapt er

4, B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s.  Half  of a page has been left out of this revelation . I believe that  the object  of

th ose w ho  left  it o ut  w as to  str ik e ou t th e fol lo w in g w or ds:

“And thu s, if the peo ple of th is general h arden  not their hearts, I wil l  w ork  a reform ation  amo ng th em,

and I w ill  pu t do w n al l ly in gs, et c.,  * *  * *  and  I w ill  estab lish  m y  chu rch , LIKE U N TO  TH E C H U RC H

W HIC H W AS T AU GH T BY M Y DISCIPLES IN TH E DAY S OF O LD.”

They  knew that  the order of offices in the C hurch  of Latter Day  Saints, was  not  l ike the  order  in  the

C hurch  of Ch rist of old; because the C hurch  of Ch rist of old had  in it  on ly  eld ers,  pr iest s and  teac her s:

so they  left out  this par t of the r evelati on w hen t hey  pub lished th e B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts.

There are many other changes in the revelat ions,  but I wil l  not take the  space and time to  speak  of  any

mo re of th em.

I w ant to  tell th e breth ren, t hat w hen t he B oo k o f D oc tr in e  an d  C o v en a n ts w as publ ished, an d present ed

to the church assembly  in  Kirtland, Ohio,  in August, 1835 ,  as recorded in the old church papers ,  a very

few  of the br ethr en th en k new  abou t m ost of th e imp orta nt ch anges that  had been  pu t  i n  the book of

Doc t r i n e  and  Cov enan t s. In  t ime i t was  genera l ly  found out , and the resul t  was that  some of the members

left  the ch urch  on acco un t o f it.  A  few  m em ber s dissen ted  fro m  th e ch ur ch a s ear ly  as 1832 ,  on  account

of t he sp ir itu al b lin dn ess of so m e of t he l eade rs.  W hen it  becam e general ly  kn ow n tha t  these  important

changes  had been  mad e in th e Doc t r i n e  and  Cov en ant s ,  many  of the brethren objected seriously to i t ,  bu t

they  did no t w ant to  say m uch  for th e sake of peace, as it  w as Broth er Joseph  and the leaders who did i t .

The major i ty  of  the members -- poor  weak  sou l s -- thought tha t  anyth ing Brother Joseph  w ou ld d o, m ust



be al l  r ight;  so in their  bl indness of heart , t rust ing in an arm of flesh,  they looked over i t  and were led into

error , and finally al l  talk  about i t  ceased. I was told that Sidney Rigdon w as the cause of  tho se changes

being made:  by smooth ta lk he convinced Brother Joseph  and that comm ittee that it  was al l  r ight. 

The editors of the old church papers, “ Ev e n i n g  a n d  M o r n i n g  St a r” and “ Me s se n g e r  a n d  Ad v o c a t e , ” admit

that  some ch anges w ere m ade in som e of the rev elation s; that t hey  add ed so m e it em s to so m e rev elat io ns,

from oth er revelations. I w ill n ot accu se those w ho di d it of bei ng full y  aw are of th e grievo us erro r th ey

were m ak in g w hen  th ey  add ed t ho se it em s -- that  is, m ade t ho se changes; I w oul d rath er beli eve tha t they

were spirit uall y  blin ded w hen  they  did it: and th at Satan deceived them,  wh ispering to th em th at it w as

all right and acceptable until God.

Some of the Latter Day Saints have claim ed that God h ad the same r ight  to authorize Brother Joseph

to add to any  revelations certain w ords and facts, that H e had to give him  any  revelations at  al l :  but only

th ose  who  are trust ing in an arm of f lesh and are in spir i tual  bl indness,  would pretend to make this claim;

that  God w oul d give h is servant s some rev elatio ns, com man d them  to publ ish t hem  in  H is B o o k o f

C o m m and m en t s ,  and then author ize  them to  change and add to them some words which  change  and

rev erse  the or ig inal  meaning: as  if  God had changed his  mind after  g iv ing his word.  N o brethren!  God

does not change and work  in an y  such m anner  as this; all t hose w ho b elieve th at Go d does wo rk t his way ,

m y  pr ay er fo r t hem  is th at t hey  m ay  rep ent , for  th ey  are  in  ut ter  spir itu al b lin dn ess.

I w ant to  say a few  w ords her e in rega rd to  section 17,  in th e Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s.  This  revelat ion

w as pub lished in  the “ Ev e n i n g  a n d  M o r n i n g  St a r” in  1832 , before t he Bo o k o f  Com m and m ent s  w as

published,  and  w as pu t in  th at p ape r as,  “The Articles and Covenants of the C hur ch of C hri st, w ith a few

item s from other revelat ions.” This  revelat ion was received in June, 1830 , an d th ese two paragraphs were

added  in June, 1832 ,  in  that  paper .  Now I wi l l  expla in why  they did not pr int  this revelat ion in th e B o o k

o f  C o m m a n d m e n t s i n  1833 ,  w i th  these added p arts in i t. It is thi s: Th e heads of th e chur ch had  not  y et

become sufficiently  blind ed to chan ge a revelat ion tha t  was  given  in  1830 ,  and print it chan ged in God's

B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s in  1833 .  W. W.  Phe l p s i s the  one who prin ted this revelat ion in that paper with

the “ i tems” (Paragraphs 16 and 17),  added to i t ;  but  when the heads of  the church changed the name of

the chur ch to “T he C hur ch of Latt er Day  Saints,” (leavi ng ou t the n ame o f “Chr ist” entir ely ) wh en th ey

did th is, and co mp iled th e Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s in  1835 , God  had th en given  them  ov er t o b lin dn ess

of mi nd, an d they  could  prin t thi s revelati on in  God s bo ok , as also oth er revel ation s, changed  and add ed

to wi th a cle ar c on scien ce, a s th ey  did  m any  ot her  gri evo us t hi ngs w ith  a cle ar c on scien ce aft er t hi s,

th ink ing they  w ere  all  ri gh t.  I ha ve n o doubt that  Brother Joseph  thought his w orks up to the tim e of his

repen tance  just  before his  death,  were acceptable to God. Poor Joseph ! H e was blin ded and became

ensnar ed by p roud, ambitiou s men. I labored hard with him  to get him to see it -- from  1835  -- and God

a lone kno ws the gri ef and sorrow  I have had over it. I have been t old that  Joseph  rep ent ed ju st before  he

died. He is in the hands of a just God.  If David of old could obtain salvation by repentance, so could

Brother Joseph Smith.

Chapter 9

High Pr iests  

H igh  Priests  were only in the church before C hri st; and to  have t his office in the Church of Christ  i s not

accord ing to the teachings of Christ in either of the sacred books: Christ him self is our  grea t  and last H igh

Priest . Brethren -- I wil l  tel l  you on e thing which alone should settle th is m att er i n y ou r m in ds; i t is t hi s:

You  canno t find in  the N e w  T e s ta m e n t  part of the Bible or B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  wh ere one single h igh  pr iest

w as ever in  the C hur ch of C hri st. Th e office of an Elder  is  spoken of in  many  many  p laces , but  not  one

word  about  a High Pr ies t  be ing in  the church .  This a lone shou ld  conv ince any  one ,  and wi l l  conv ince  any



one who is witho ut pre judice,  that  the office of High Priests was establ ished in the church almost two

years after its beginning by  men w ho had dr ifted into error . You  mu st admit th at the chur ch w hich w as

to be est abl ish ed in this dispensation, must be “l ike unto the church which w as taught by C hrist '  s

disciples  of old.” Then the C hurch of Latter Day Saints is u n li k e the Church of Christ  of old,  because you

have the off ice of High Priests in the church . The office of a  High Priest  as you have i t ,  i s of  more

im por tance  than  the office  of  an  Elder ;  then  why  is not something said about this high office being in the

C h u r ch w hich  C hri st came o n eart h to  establish at  Jeru salem an d upo n th is land? W hy  is there n ot

something sa id about this  important  off ice ,  and so much sa id about an Elder?

Brethren , it  is strange -- very  strange -- that you w il l  continue to cl ing to the man, Joseph Smith,  and

measure the written w ord of God by h is revelations. So has it been in al l  ages past.  You are in spiritual

blindness. Hearing ye shall  hear and shall  not u nderstand ; seeing y e shall  see and not perceive. And th is

too w hen C hri st has given  us the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  w i th  the  p la in  and prec ious th ings  therein .

W hen  Ch rist came into  the w orld up on thi s land, Nep hi w as a great H igh  Pr iest  who had done many

mighty  wo rks. N ow  Neph i had to  lay  dow n h is ro be o f a H igh  Pr iest  ju st outside the door and come into

the Chu rch of Christ  by baptism, to the office of an  Elder, an d not  once after  that is N ephi called a H igh

Priest . At this  t ime the Church of C hri st w as established  upon th i s l and.  Chr i s t comes in to  the wor ld  and

preach es to th em  as he  had  to  th ose  at Jerusalem, giving them instructions concerning his Church and the

N ew  C oven ant w hich  he m ade w ith t hem , as he h ad wi th th ose on th e eastern con tinen t, tell ing th em

they  were no longer under the old law  of Moses, but from that t im e w ere un der  him. H e chooses twelve

disciples  who w ere cal led Elders,  to minister unto that people,  and after giving them ful l  instructions

concern ing the establ ishing of his  church,  he ascends into heaven.  Elders ,  Pr iests  and Teachers were

ordai ned  in his church, and full instru ction s given con cernin g their  duti es. Ch rist to ld hi s disciples to write

his teachings, for they were to be hid up to come down to us as his teachings to us.  Now  this being the

case, why  are not  some inst ruc tions g iven  in  the new covenant  of tha t  book concern ing the office  of H igh

Pr iest s? Of  course there was  no such an  of fi ce in  the Ch urch of Chr ist upon this land,  nor  in th e C hur ch

of Chr i s t  upon the  easte rn  cont inent, nor  shoul d ther e be su ch a n o ffice i n t he C hu rch  to day . It i s a

g r i evous sin to h ave such an  office in  th e churc h . A s w el l m ig ht y ou  ad d t o t he t ea ch in gs o f C hri st  --

c ircumcision -- offering up the sacrifice of animals -- or break  the or dinan ces of Ch rist in any  other w ay

by  goi ng b ack  to  th e ol d la w  of M oses.

W e w i ll  no w  go to th e N e w  T e s ta m e n t  in the Bible .  In no place therein does i t  ment ion one single H igh

Pr iest  a s be ing  in the  Chur ch o f Chr ist .  High Priests are spoken of in Hebrews iv to ix,  but only to

explain th at J esus C hr ist  is ou r gr eat  H igh  Pr iest  after the order of Melchisedec.” It  speaks of High Priests

that  offered up sacrifices under th e old law , show ing that C hrist him self was after  that  order , but  not  once

does it speak o f the office of a High  Priest continuing after Ch rist,  except only  in C hrist himself;  He being

“ th e A po stle  and  H igh  Pr iest  of o ur  pr ofessi on ; *  * *  ou r gr eat  H igh  Pr iest  th at h as pa ssed into the

hea ven s; * * * a Priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.” “ Seeing then that  we h ave a great H igh

Priest (an d the o nly  one) *  * * l et us com e boldl y  unt o th e thro ne of grace,  that w e may  obtai n m ercy ,

etc.” Th is being the fulfillm ent of the old or der of Hi gh Priests wh ich w as a type of Christ '  s  order .  Before

Chr ist , the peo ple cam e to th e H igh P riest for m ercy  and forgiv eness, throu gh him  offering up  sacrifices

for their  sins ;  but  now the people hav e the great H igh Priest even Jesus C hrist to go to  that  we m ay obtain

mer cy  and find grace to help in t ime of need:” H e havin g offered up  his bod y  a sacrifice for the  sins of  the

wo rld.  “ An d hav ing an  H igh P riest o ver t he h ouse o f God, l et  us draw near w ith a true heart in full

assurance of faith, etc.” This matter is plainly set forth in Hebrew s, iv chapter. 

Brethren , it  is solemn m ockery  before God to have established in the church today this im portant

office of  which  Chr i s t  alone  is  wor thy . Th e office of Elder is spok en of all t hro ugh  the N e w  T e s ta m e n t  as

be ing in th e church , but  not o ne H igh  Priest; t hen  of course they had no High Priests in the church upon

the eastern continent.

N o w Brethren, seeing they h ad no High P riests in the church of Christ  of old, an d non e in th e chur ch



of Ch rist in these last days unti l  almost two y ears after its beginning -- wh en the leaders began to drift into

error ; remember ing  the fact of the revelation being chan ged two  y ears after it was given to  inclu de H igh

Pr iest s; t ak ing these things into con sideration, ho w i s it that any  one can say  that  th e offi ce of H igh  Pr iest

should be in t he chu rch o f Ch rist to day ? I can account for it  only  on the gro unds of y our spiri tual

bl in dn ess.  This matter is  so plain and self-evident that any one should see and understand it .  Brethren ,

your bl indness must  be utter  bl indness .  May God have mercy on you is  my  prayer .

In  no place in the word of God does it say th at an Elder is  after the order of Melchisedec,  or after the

order  of the Melchisedec Priesthood. An  Elder is after  the or der of C hri st. Th is mat ter of pr iesthoo d, since

the day s of Sydney Rigdon , h as be en t he g rea t h ob by  and  stu m bl in g bl ock  of th e La tte r D ay  Sain ts.

Pr iesthood means author ity ;  and authority  is the word w e should use. I do not think the word pr iesthood

is ment ioned in  the New C ovenant of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n .  Author i ty  i s the w or d w e use d for  th e fir st

tw o y ears in the church -- unti l  Sy dn ey R igd on 's days  in  Ohio .  This  matter  of the two orders of

pr iesthood in  the Church of  Chr i s t , and  lineal  pr ies thood of the  o ld  l aw be ing in  the ch urch , all or igina ted

in  th e m in d of Sydney Rigdon .  He expla ined these things to Brother Joseph  in  his way , out of the old

Scr ip tu res,  and got Brother Joseph  to  inqu ire ,  etc . He would  inqu i re,  and as mouthpiece  speak  out  the

revela t ions just as they h ad it f ixed up in  their  hearts.  As I have said before,  according to the desi res of  the

heart ,  the inspirat ion comes, but i t  may  be the spir i t  of man that gives i t . H ow  easily a m an can  receive

some other spir i t , appear ing as an A ngel of L ight,  believi ng at t he tim e that h e is givin g the r evealed  wil l

of God; a doubt n ever entering his mind b ut w hat he is doing God's  w ill. O f course I believ e that B roth er

Joseph  gave every  revelat ion -- includ ing th e one on  poly gamy  -- in all  good co nscience  before God. This

is the w ay  the High Priests  and the pr iesthood as y ou  hav e it , w as in tr odu ced i nt o t he C hu rch  of C hr ist

alm ost  two years  a fte r  it s  beginn ing and after  we had baptized and confirmed about tw o thousand souls

in to  the church .

W hen t he C hur ch of C hri st w as established at  Jerusalem , and upon th i s cont inent , and in  1829 ,  the

officers which w ere to  be in  the church  were  made known a t  i t s beginn ing,  and no t tw o y ear s after w ard s.

In Kir tland, O hio, in  June, 1831,  a t  a conference of  the chur ch, th e first H igh P riests w ere ord ained

into the  church . Brother Joseph  ordained Lyman Wight, John Murdock, Harvey Whit lock,  Hyrum

Smith, Reynolds Cahoon and others to the off ice of a  High Priest .  When they w ere ordained,  r ight  there

at the  time ,  the devil caught and boun d Harvey W hitlock so he cou ld no t speak , his face being t w isted

into demon-l ike shape.  Also John Murdock  and others w ere caugh t by the devi l  in a s imi lar  manner .

N o w brethren , do y ou no t see that the displeasure of the Lord w as upon  their p roceedings  in  ordain ing

H igh  Priests? O f course it w as. Th ese facts are recorded  in th e H i st o r y  o f  t he  C h u r c h -- w r it te n b y  m y

brother , Joh n W hit mer ,  who  was the regularly  appoi nted ch urch  histor ian. I w as not at  that co nference,

be ing then in  Hir am, wh ich is near Kir tland, O hio . I al so h ave  th e test im on y  of Harvey W hitlock

whom  the devil caught and bound:  a lso Joh n W hit mer ,  who  was  present ,  and others  who were present

at the time, so I know it is true. Joh n W hit mer  wrote  th is  in  the  church  history  wh en he w as in full

fellowship  wi th the chu rch. A s a faithful historian he  speaks of th is mat ter, an d tries  to explain  it aw ay

by  saying,  “Wh ile  the Lord poured out his spir i t,  the devi l  took occasion  to m ake h is pow er known;  he

bound Harvey W hitlock so that  he could not speak,  and others were affected, but the Lord showed to

Joseph  the seer, the design of this th ing:  He commanded the dev il  in  the name of chr i st  and he depar ted

to our joy and comfort .” It  was not g iven to Brother John nor any  of them at that t ime to understand this

m a tter  o f  the devil  entering into the first High P riests that were ordained in the church. T hey w ere al l

b l ind as to the d esign of th at thi ng, an d did n ot see wh at i t  meant .  O f course it w as given to  Brot her

Joseph  to cast  the devi l  out ,  but  what  was the design of the devil entering in to these men ju st as soon as

they  were  orda ined  the f ir s t High  Pr ies t s ever  ordained in  the church? O f course it was to show that G od'

s sore displeasure was upon their  err ing works or  ordaining High Priests into the Church of C hrist . Any

spiritual  man can see this.  Brother John w as himself ordained a High Pr iest at that t ime, so he was in error

and cou ld not  see i t ;  but he  saw i t  very  c lear l y  in  1848 ,  when the Lord opened our  eyes to  see and



understand i t .  Prejudiced persons are bl ind and do not want to see and understand except their  own

precon ceived  way .  There is none so bl ind as those who w i l l  not see .  In Brother Joh n's  h i story  he speaks

of the Spirit of God being poured out in abundance upon that occasion, some seeing visions , e t c. ,  bu t

bre thren , yo u w ill learn in the next w orld, if yo u do  not know  i t  a l ready,  that  the devi l  can give vi sion s,

appear ing as  an Angel  of Light .  Brother John g ives an account of a  prophecy uttered by Lyman Wight

ju st after  Brother Joseph  ordai ned  him  a H igh P riest, w hich  prop hecy  w ill pr ove to  be a false prop hecy .

Brot her  Joh n's  histor y  of the ch urch  says as follo w s: “He (Joseph ) l a id h i s hands upon Lym an Wight  and

ordai ned  h im to  the h igh  priesthood af ter  the  holy  order  of  God.  And the spirit fel l  upon Lym an ,  and

he  prophesied concern ing the coming of Chr ist.  He said that there w ere some in th is congregation th at

should l ive unt i l  the Savior  shou ld  descend from H eaven with a shout, w ith al l  the holy  angels with  him,

etc.” Th e early  futur e w ill det erm ine as to w heth er thi s prop hecy  w as true o r false.

Some of the br ethr en hav e gone o utside o f the w ritt en w ord o f God, an d accepted as evi dence, h istori es

that  wer e wr itten 350 t o 400 y ears after Ch rist, to p rove th at H igh  Priests w ere in t he C hur ch of Christ. .

This  seem s stra nge  to  m e. T hey  hav e qu ot ed fr om  th e hi sto ry  of St . Jerome,  who  was Secretary to  the

Pope a t  Rome , about 38 2 y ear s aft er  C hr ist .  I should not w onder if the apostolic chur ch did h ave H igh

Priests and many  other offices and ordinances that were abominable  before God, after they drifted into

error l ik e the L atter D ay  Saints h ave.  They have a lso quoted from Theo dor et  wh o died 45 7 y ears af ter

C h r i st .  Hi s writings extend from A . D. 325 to A. D. 429.  My  authority for th e above is Lipp in co t t ’ s

B i o g raph i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y . N ow  shall we tak e such evi dence  as this to prove the office of High Priests being

in  the ch urch  w hen  it w as in its pu rity , w hen t he w ritt en word of God mentions a l l  the church off icers

in  m an y  places and says nothing about a s ingle High Priest? Nay  veri ly .  As for me, I  must take the

Script ures  for my author ity.  I  cannot understand how any  person can claim that an im portant office l ike

H igh  Priests shoul d be, or  w as in th e C hur ch of C hrist w hen i t w as in th e tru e faith, w hen  nothing is said

in  the scriptures about it. Th e Scriptures were given by  inspiration of God: and do  y ou  sup po se that  God

wou ld leave out of his wor d the great office of a High Priest,  if they w ere to be in the Chur ch of Christ?

O f cou rse n ot . It  is chargin g God  foolishl y  to bel ieve th at he w oul d leave o ut o f his w ord t his office or

any  other  of fi ce tha t  he in tended shou ld  be  in  h i s church .

Some of  the brethren have referred to 1 Peter  i i :5-9 and Rev.  i :6  to prove that there were High Priests

in  the Church of Christ ,  but  the word  H igh  Pr iest  is no t m ent io ned  in  eit her  passa ge. T hese  tw o passages

are all th ey  have r eferred  to in  the w hole o f the N e w  T e s ta m e n t , and no  passage can be fou nd in  the New

T e st a m e n t  par t  of  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  to refer to,  because High Priests a re not  even ment ioned therein .

In  th e ab ov e tw o p assag es th ere  is n o r efer en ce w ha tev er t o t hi s offi ce.  In 1  Peter ii:5,  9 ,  Peter  is  addressing

the whole church, and says,  “Ye also,  as lively stones are bui l t  up a spiritual  house, an holy  priesthood,

to offer  up  spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Chr ist;  * * * * Ye are a chosen generation, a

roy al priesthood, an holy  nation, a peculiar people, etc.” How  any person can pretend to claim that this

passage refers to the office of High P riest, is more th an I can und erstand.  If it does, then  every  mem ber

of the ch urch  hold s this office,  because Peter is addressing th e w ho le ch ur ch a s y ou  can  see fro m  th e fir st

of his epistl e. O f course th ere is no r eference m ade here t o th is office.

Rev. i:6 reads as follows: “Un to him  that loved us, and w ashed us f rom our  s ins in  h i s own b lood ,  and

hath made us kinds and pr iests unto God and his father ;  to him be glory and dominion  forever  and ever .

Am en.” This  has no reference to the office of a High Priest.  It refers to the time when w e wil l  be  in the

Spir it , and  can  say  as  John then said ,  he be ing in  the Spir i t ,  unto Jesus  Chr i st  who hath  redeemed us and

hath  mad e us ki ngs and p riests un to G od, to  him  be glor y  and do mi nion  forever  and ever . A men .

Some of the brethren have misunderstood the O l d T est am e n t  part o f the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  concern ing

H igh  Priests, and refer to Al ma 9-6: Alm a say s, “T h is  high pr iesthood being after  the order of his  Son,

w hich  order  was  from the foundation of the world:  or  in other words,  being without beginning of day s

or end of years ,  being prepared from  eternity to al l  eternity,  according to his foreknow ledge of al l  things.”

Here i t  i s speak ing  of the  order  of  the H igh P riests before C hri st: thei r or der bein g after  the  order  of  the



Son of  God,  and th i s order  be ing  wi thout  beg inn ing of day s or end o f year s, being p repar ed from eternity

to all etern ity . Th is being C hri st's or der, H e being fro m et ernit y  to all  eterni ty , has held  this h oly  order

of priesthood from eternity  and wil l  hold it  to  all  eter ni ty . T ho se High Pr iests before Christ came into

the world,  held this holy order of  pr iesthood as a  type  of Christ 's  order;  but when Christ  came into the

wo rld,  he then claimed his own h oly order of priesthood and power on earth,  doing away w ith all ty pes

and shadows under  the o ld  law,  h imsel f a lone being ou r great an d last H igh Pr iest unto  wh om  we can  go

to obtai n m ercy  and find grace to help in time of need. Breth ren, I am con strained to say  as Alm a says at

his conclus ion  of th is m att er:  H e en ds h is w ri tin g in  th e ten th  cha pt er,  2d p ara gra ph , by  th ese w or ds:

“N ow  I need not rehearse the matter ; what  I  have sa id ,  may suff ice .  Behold,  the scr iptures are before you;

if ye wil l  w rest them it shall  be to your ow n destruction.”

Chapter 10.

The C ho ice Seer .

A s ancient Israel was in error in misinterpreting prophecy , so the Latter Day Saints are in error in

m is in terpre t ing modern prophecy.  As I  have sa id ,  a distinct ion must  be made between the gospel  or

doctr ine of C hr ist , an d p ro ph ecy . It  is plain  to be seen fro m t he script ures  th at i t is n ot  th e Lo rd 's p ur po se

to reveal p rop hecy  in as great  plain ness as the gospel  and doctr ine of Christ .  Scr ipture prophecy refers to

events that  are to transpire in the Lord's w ork; and it is not his purpose to reveal in plainness at this tim e,

al l the myster ies and plans of  his great  work  among the children of m en in  the fu ture .  Such has been the

case in  all  ages past.  The prophecies to the Jews regarding the way  in which Ch rist  was to come,  were

obscure,  and they w ere only un derstood by those who h ad the spirit to understand them. T hey could

have been  wri t ten so plain that  any person cou ld u nd erst and  th em  cor rec tly ; bu t it  w as no t G od' s pu rp ose

to do so. T he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  t e ll s us  tha t  the book of prophecy  of Jo hn 's Revelat ion is hard to

understand,  bu t w hen G od' s ow n du e tim e com es, it is to b e unfol ded and made  p lain ;  but  the  gospe l  and

doctr ine of C hri st is so plain  in th e Ne w  C o v e n an t  of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n ,  that a chi ld can understand it .

C hr ist  says ,  “And I  give you  these commandm ents,  because of the d i sputa t ions  which  have been among

y o u .  And b l essed are ye i f ye have no disputat ions among you.  A lso,  that  you might know  of the true

points of  my (Chr i st ' s ) doctr ine ,”  (Nephi  v i ii : 9  and ix :11).  But prophecy is  another matter  outs ide of the

gospel  or  doctr ine of Ch rist; it can  only be interpreted correct ly by  the enl ightenment of the Holy  Ghost.

Peter  say s, “W e ha ve a lso  a more sure word of prophecy  ;  whereunto  ye do w ell that ye take heed, as unto

a ligh t th at shin eth i n a dar k p lace, u nti l th e day  daw n, an d th e day  star ar ise in y our  hear ts.” (2 Peter  i:19).

The day  star means the Ho ly  Ghost, by  wh ich prophecy  can only  be rightly  understood.

Th e Latter Day  Saints are in error in bel ieving that Joseph Smith was the Ch oice Seer spoken of in

2 Nephi i i .

I wi l l  show y ou that  Brother Joseph  could not have been this  Choice Seer ,  because that  Seer  is to be

of the  seed  of Joseph , (of Egyp t) of the seed of L ehi, w ho is a descend ant o f Joseph, w hich  Lehi  came o ver

to this lan d from  Jeru salem  600 years B.C. :  The Am erican Indians (the Lamanites)  being the remnant of

that  seed.  To make i t  more plain , I wi ll rep eat the ex plan ation  given i n C hapt er i i i .  The man who is  not

learn ed (in 2 Nephi  x i :18) refers to Brother Joseph ;  But the Cho ice Seer (2 Nephi i i)  is another man. H e

is to com e from th e fruit of the loin s of Joseph (of Egyp t), that  seed  being the br anch w hich  w as brok en

off at Jeru salem,  to w hom  this lan d w as consecrated for  their  inh eritan ce forever  –  being Lehi and his seed;

L e hi ' s seed being Little Joseph, w ho received this bless ing from his  father Lehi ,  that  his seed should not

utterly  be destroy ed; for o ut o f his seed wh ich sho uld n ot all  be destro y ed (the Indi ans), shou ld com e this

C ho ice S eer . It i s ver y  pla in  to  m e. T hi s Seer  is to  come from the Lamanites ,  and Brother Joseph  i s  not

of  tha t  seed .  The name of that  Seer  wi l l  be Joseph,  after  Joseph of Egypt ,  and his father 's name Joseph .



He is to translate  sea led records yet  to come forth.  “And not to the bringing forth my  word only ,  saith

the Lord,  but  to the convincing them of my  w ord. ” Broth er Joseph  never convinced a s ingle Lamanite

th at I ev er h ear d of.

This  Ch oice Seer is to convince the L amani tes  in person, and do a great work  among them  (“his

br eth ren ”) in per son. It can  plain ly  be seen by reading the two passages referred to, that “the man that is

not learn ed” is a  diff e rent  man from th i s Choice  Seer .  There i s no  ident i ty  be tween the  two persons

referred  to in th ese two passages. In one passage it calls the person referred to the m an that  is  not learned;

wh ile in the other; the person referred to is a Choice Seer,  who shal l  be great and mighty  lik e un to  M oses;

and the whole chapter  is  devoted to this  Seer  and to Moses.  Some have confounded the men spoken of

in  2 Neph i xi:17, 18, 19. A  man,  being the spirit  of a just man m ade perfect, has a hand in bringing forth

the w ords of th e B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  as wel l  as Brother Joseph ;  and there is a lso a  t ime referred to  in  the

nineteenth paragraph that is yet in the future. We w il l now  analyze this chapter (2 Nephi i i) concern ing

the Choice Seer.  It  is  plain to be seen th at t he w ho le ch apt er r efers t o t hi s on e C ho ice S eer  and  to  M oses.

I see some of th e La tte r D ay  Sain ts h ave  lat ely  in ter pr eted  on e m igh ty  to  ari se fro m  th e La m ani tes;  this

is a  recent interpretat ion they have put upon this chapter. A clause in  the last p art of th e chapt er m akes

it very  p la in  tha t  the C hoice Seer  spoken of al l  through the chapter, is to come from the Lam anites. It is

very  pla in that  the last  part  of the chapter  (Par .  4) refers to th is same C hoice Seer. Lehi is making his

conclusion and closing remarks concerning his son’s (l itt le Joseph’s) blessing; which blessing can be seen

in th e fir st p ar t o f th e ch apt er,  th e bl essin g be in g th is;  that l itt le Joseph’s seed should not all be destroyed,

for out  of h is seed should ar ise one mighty ,  wh o should be a  Choice Seer .  And now, behold,  my son

Joseph , after  this manner did my father of old (Joseph of Egypt)  prophesy.  W herefore ,  because of th is

covenant thou are blessed (a blessing);  for thy  seed shal l not be destroy ed * *  * A nd th ere shall r aise up

one mighty  among them  (this same C hoice Seer - - this same blessing), who  shall  do much good, both in

word  and  in  deed , be ing  an  inst rument in  the hands of God, with exceeding faith,  to work m ighty

w on der s, and do tha t th ing which is  great  in the sight  of God. Before this it  says he shall  be great in mine

ey es.  W hy  is it th at any  one can not  see this? Th e closing of this chapter is only  a rehearsal and conclusion

about this same Choice Seer .

This  wh ole chapter treats of the one matter; a blessing is pronoun ced upon l itt le Joseph, b ecause a

Great  Seer is t o b e of h is see d, t ha t sh ou ld n ot  all  be d estr oy ed.  T ha t see d b ein g “a branch which w as to

be brok en off” at Jerusalem, to  wh om t his land w as consecrated for their  inherit ance. H e tells them th at

this Great Seer was not the Messiah, but that he w as to come from a  branch of the house of Israel that was

to be broken off,  “nevertheless to be rememb ered in the covenants of the Lord,  that the Messiah should

be  made  mani fest  unto  them in  the latter days, in the spir i t  of power,  unto the br inging of them out of

dar k ness  unto l ight ; y ea, ou t of hid den dar kn ess and out  of captiv ity  unt o freedom .” Ca n y ou n ot see

from this  that  the Choice Seer is to come from  the Lamanites? They are the people here re fer red  to .  The

next word s are as  fol lows:  “For Joseph (of Egypt)  truly  test i f ied,  say ing,  a  Seer  shal l  the Lord my  God

raise  up,  who shal l  be a Choice Seer unto the frui t  of  my loins .” This  is the test imony  or prop hecy  of

Joseph (of Egypt) w hich Lehi refers to in his closing remark s in paragraph four ,  where he says :  “And now,

behold,  my  son Joseph, after this manner did m y f a ther  of o ld  prophesy. W herefore because of this

covenant thou art  blessed;  for thy seed shal l  not  be destroyed,  for  they shal l  hearken unto the words of

the book; and there shall raise up one mighty  among them.” They shal l  hearken unto the words of the

book  w hich  the C hoi ce Seer shal l br ing fo rth , w hich  Seer  i s  to  conv ince  them.  This  passage means the

same as if the word for in stead of the wor d and , w as th ere , as follows: “Wh erefore, because of this

coven ant th ou ar t blessed; for t hy  seed shall no t be destro y ed, for th ey  shall h eark en unto the words of

the bo ok ; for  th ere  shal l r aise  up on m ight amon g them, w ho shall do mu ch good, * * *  and do tha t  th ing

wh ich is great in the sight of God.”

Again,  i t  says  th is  Choice  Seer  wi l l  do  on ly  acco rd in g to  th e com m and s of G od.  H e w ill  be fai th ful

and br eak  no ne o f Go d' s com m and m ent s. This  a lone proves that  Brother Joseph  w as not the Choice Seer .



In  a revelat ion given to Brother Joseph  whi l e  he was translat ing, (Sec.  2) the Lord said , “Beh ol d, h ow  oft

have you transgressed the commandm ents and the laws of God,  and have gone on in the persuas ions of

m e n * *  * i f th ou  art  no t aw ar e th ou  w il t fal l. ” Does this agree w ith t he descrip tion  of the C hoice Seer

N ay  ver ily . T hi s alo ne sh ou ld sa tisfy  any  on e, an d w ill  sati sfy  any  one who is  not trust ing in an arm of

f lesh,  that  Brother Joseph was not the Choice Seer .

Again,  it can b e seen from  this po int t hat Br oth er Joseph  w as not this  Great  Seer .  He is  to come from

the seed  tha t  sha l l  wr i te  the word  of  the  Lord;  and th is is t he N eph ite  seed.  It say s, “But  a Seer  w ill  I rai se

up out of the fruit of thy loins; *  *  *  wherefore , the frui t  of  they loins (from  w hich  this Seer i s to be rai sed

up) shal l  write ;  (the Nephite records) ,  and the fruit  of the loins of Judah shall  write.” So we see again that

the C hoice Seer is to come from the N ephite or Lam anite seed.

Again,  the same can be seen from a  clause which fol lows in this connection: “and bringing them to the

know ledge of their fathers in the latter days.”

Again,  the same can be seen from this clau se w hi ch sa y s, “H e sha ll d o a w or k  for  th e fru it o f th y  loi ns,

H IS BRETH REN, w hich shal l  be of grea t  wor th  unto  them,  even to  the br inging  of them to  the

kn ow ledge of the covenants wh ich I have made with thy  fathers.” From this we see that his brethren are

to be the Lam anites. Then he is to be of the Lamanit e seed.

Again,  it says, t hey  who seek to destroy this Choice Seer shall  be confounded. Those who sought to

destroy Brother Joseph  were not confounded, but they  destroyed him.

Brethren , you have  no concept ion  of how great  and mighty  th i s Seer  wi l l  be ,  and the grea t  work  he

is to  do  in  restoring th e house of Israel, or you  wo uld never claim  that Brot her Joseph w as this man .  I

bel ieve this m an to  be the sam e m an referred to in Genesis xl ix:24, and by Paul in R omans xi:26. The

passage in Genesis is  Joseph's blessing:  “From thence is  the Sheph erd, th e stone of Israel.” Fr om  the seed

of Joseph wil l  come a man who shal l  be the Shepherd to gather  scattered Israel  in th e last day s. Th is does

not mean Chr i st ,  for  he  came from the  seed  of Judah .  The  other  passage  in  Rom ans says, “There shall

come out of Sion (this land) the Deliverer, and shall turn away  ungodl iness from Jacob.” This  does not

mean  C hr ist ,  as you  can see by readin g the context. I am  satisfied these two p assages refer to this same

Ch oice Seer. 

T o co ncl ud e, w e see t hat  Bro th er J osep h w as no t th is C ho ice S eer  for  th e fol lo w in g re ason s:

First: He is to com e from the seed of Lehi, and Joseph Smith is not of that seed.

Second: He is to convince the Lamanites in person; Joseph Smith did no t conv ince th em.

Thir d: H is tongue w ill not b e loosed that  he can speak much,  and the Lord is  to ra ise up a spokesman for

him; Josep h S mi th 's tongue was loosed to speak,  he being a good speaker .

Four th : Th ose who  seek to destroy  this Seer wil l be confound ed, this does not agree as being B roth er

Joseph ,  because he was destroyed. 

F i fth : Th e C hoice Seer  wi l l  be fai thful  and do str ict ly  according to the command of God;  Brother Joseph

bro ke t he com man ds of God fro m t he begin nin g.

So we see that  Brother Joseph  was not this Choice Seer .

Chapter 11.

The Gat hering.

One of the greatest mistakes that the leaders of the old church made, and a  mis take  which  the Latter Day

Saints are making today,  is  concerning this matter .

The t ime for bui ld ing the city New  Jeru salem  has not yet come. Th e leaders of the old church, in

their unw ise zeal,  prompted more by  the spir i t of man than the Spir i t  of God to do great things in the

L o r d' s vi ney ard , be gan  to  th in k  th at t hey  w ere  th e few  cho sen ser van ts w ho  sho ul d la bo r i n t he l ast



pruning of th e vi ney ard , an d do  th e gr eat  clo sin g w or k  of th e last  disp ensa tio n o f th e ful ln ess of t im es –

bu i ld ing the city New  Jeru salem , etc.  If they h ad been more hum ble and lowly in heart ,  they would not

have made  this  great  mistake.  They did not stop to consider that  God had h is own  time in  wh ich his great

and marvelous wo rks should be done among the inhabitants of  the earth.  They thought that  the t ime for

bu i ld ing the city New  Jeru salem  must  be now a t  hand -- in their  t ime -- man s  t ime -- and that  they w ere

the ones who w ere to bui ld i t .  In this  condit ion of  hear t , brought about by  their unw ise zeal and the spirit

of man t o do great  things,  instead of being humble,  they had Brother Joseph  to get a revelat ion as to the

time  of  bu i ld ing  that  c it y ,  and gathering into i t. So Brother Joseph  gave a revelation, as m outh piece, that

the time w as then at  hand,  and they began to gather into Jackson County, M issouri,  a t  once.  They w ere

too hasty. Th e time to buil d that city  had not  y et com e, because C hri st says th at the “rem nant  of Jacob”

( the seed of Lehi ,  unto whom  th i s l and was  consecrated)  are  the people  who shal l  bu i ld  that  c it y ,  and the

Gent iles are only  to assist  them to bui ld i t .  The other people who shal l  also assist  them to bui ld that city

are as man y  of the h ouse of Israel as shall co me i nto t he cov enant . Th erefore if th e seed of Leh i are t o

bui ld that  ci ty ,  the leaders of the old church and the Latter  Day Saints today are in error in this  matter .

I w ill sho w  y ou fro m t he B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  tha t  the seed of Lehi ,  on whom  the choicest  bless ing of any of

the ho use o f Israel  rest s, are  th e peo pl e w ho  shal l be  ho no red  w ith  bu ild in g th at ci ty ; an d th at t he r est  of

the hou se of Israel w ho ar e faith ful, an d also t he G enti les, shall  onl y  assist them  in t hat w ork  (N ephi  x:1).

Chr i s t  h imse lf  says :  “And they  ( the Gent il e s)  sha l l  assi st  my people , the remnant of Jacob; and also, “as

many  of the h ouse of Israel as shall co m e,” that  they  may  bui ld a city , w hich  shall be cal led th e New

Jeru salem ;  and th en shall  they assist  my people that  they (a l l ) may be gathered in ,  who are scattered upon

all the face of th e land,  in u nto  the New  Jeru salem .” From this we see the rem nant  of Jacob ar e the on es

who  shall bu ild  th at ci ty , an d th e Ge nt ile s and  th e rest  of th e ho use  of Israel  shal l  only assist  them. Now ,

the quest ion is,  what people does the “remnant of Jacob” here refer to? We find that C hrist makes it plain

in  this same sermon he is  preaching to them, that  the remnant of  Jacob means the remnant of the seed of

Lehi.  In  th e pr eced in g ch apt er,  par agr aph  elev en,  C hr ist sa y s as fol lo w s: “ W hen  th ese things * * * * shall

be m ad e k n ow n unto  the Gent il e s,  tha t they  may  know  concern ing this  people ,  who are a ' remnant of

the house of Jacob, '  and concerning this my  peopl e wh o shall b e scattered  by  them.”  So  we see tha t  the

remnant of  Jacob means the Lamanites,  or seed of Lehi. Then it is plain that the time to build  that city

has not yet  come,  because the remnant of Jacob is  to do that  work.

There is an expression that Christ uses in this chap t e r wh i ch is often used by  the prop hets; that

expression is “At that  day .” Al l  who understand the scriptures kn ow  that thi s expression means in th at

dispensat ion of time. A  dispensation may  be a thousand y ears, mor e or less; and the proph ets all speak

of a dispensation by say ing “at that day .” A da y  wi th th e Lor d is as a thou sand y ears. Isaiah, w hen

prophesy ing of events to take place in the same dispensation, but m ore than a t housand y ears apart, speaks

of them in the same chapter by sayin g “at that day;” when a person who does not understand the

scriptu res might th ink  from  his lan guage th at the ev ents w ere to t ranspi re w ithi n a few  y ears of each

other . Som e of the br ethr en hav e tried  to prove that  Brother Joseph  was  the Choice  Seer  because  the tex t

says of this man that he shall  “ be made strong in that  day w hen my  wor k shall  comm ence among all  my

people,” etc. In that day  or at that d ay m eans in that  dispensat ion or cycle  of t ime; and it wo uld be folly

for us  to  a t tempt  to  locate  the t ime  o f an  event because it says in th at day . Th e above text m eans as

fol lo w s: In the dispensat ion of t ime in w hich the work  of the Father shall  comm ence to restore Israel ,  in

that di spensation -- in that day  -- the C hoice Seer is to b e made stro ng.

So also in this chapt e r  concerning the bui lding of the city New  Jeru salem ,  in speaking of the time

when the h ouse of Israel shall  be gath ered  in unto that city  from  all ov er the ear th, a t im e w hen t he po w er

of heaven shall  come dow n among them , a t ime wh en Jesus Chr ist will  be in their  midst, it say s at that

day  shall  the work  of the Father com mence, etc. O f course we un derstand the w ords at that day  to m ean

in  th at d ispe nsat io n o f tim e, w hi ch m ay  ext end  ov er a  th ou sand  y ear s.

W e suppose of course that the sealed records which are to come forth wi l l  g ive ful l  instruct ions



concern ing the gathering in unto the city New  Jeru salem ,  and the restorat ion of Israel  that  is now

scattered  amo ng ev ery  natio n un der heav en. T hese great even ts are sim ply  men tion ed in t he B o o k o f

M o rm o n  and the  Bib le.  I be l ieve tha t  no man l iving in  the flesh has ever had any  conception  of the great

and marve lous  work  of the  Lord  which  i s ye t  to  t ransp ire  in  ga ther ing  the house of  Is rae l . The  coming

forth  of the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n  is only  a preparatory  wor k. It is only  an abridgement of the sealed records

of the Nephites.  Records are yet  to come forth w hich “reveal al l thin gs from the foundation of the world

unto  the en d ther eof;” all th ings w hich  have b een done,  and a l l  th ings which are yet  to be done -- the great

and w ondr ous m y steries and t he w ork s of God w hich  are y et to tr anspir e.

Chapter 12.

C ha ng in g Th e Nam e O f T he  C hu rch.

W hen  C hri st est abl ish ed Hi s church up on thi s land, in the day s of the Neph ites, He gave them  special

inst ruc tions from his  own l ips concerning the name by wh ich His church m ust be called. He  gave th em

a s tr i c t commandment to  cal l  the chur ch by  H is nam e, w hich  H e said w as Ch rist. T he N ephit e breth ren

obey ed that co mm andm ent an d called  the chur ch T H E CH U RC H  OF  C H RIST , as seen in m any  places

in  the  New Covenant of  the B o o k  o f  Mo r m o n . A nd after  this  t ime,  in no place in the book is  i t  ca l led by

any  oth er nam e. C hri st him self considered t his m atter o f the nam e of H is chur ch of great  im por tance,  as

can be see n fr om  H is i n s t ruc t ions  regarding  it .  The  Nephite  bre thren  were  hav ing  di sputa t ions  among

them selves as to  the name of the  church , just  as  there are disputat ions at  this day concerning this  matter .

When Chr i s t  appeared  to  them on the  th ird  day  of  His  miss ion  upon th is  land , the f ir s t th ing they said

to  hi m  w as th is (N eph i x ii: 3): “L or d, w e w ill  th at T ho u w ou ldst  tel l  us the name whereby  we shall  cal l

this church; for there are disputat ions among the people concerning this matter .  And the  Lord said unto

them , Verily , verily  I say unto y ou, w hy  is it  that the people should murm ur and dispute because of this

th ing? Have  they  not  read the scrip tu res, w hich  say , y e m ust t ak e up on  y ou  the N A M E O F C H R I ST ,

which is  my nam e? For by this  name shall  ye be called at the last day:  *  *  *  *  therefore , ye  shal l  ca l l  the

chur ch in my  name; *  *  *  *  and how be i t  my  church,  save i t  be cal led in my  name? For i f a  church be

called  in M oses' nam e, then  it be M oses' chu rch; o r if it be c a ll ed i n  the name of a  man ,  then  i t be  the

chur ch of a  man ; bu t if it  be called in my  name,  then i t  i s  my church,  i f  it  so be that  they are bui l t upon

m y  gospel.” So we see that Christ  him self considered t his m atter o f great im por tance. If he h ad w anted

them  to call  it  by the nam e Jesus Christ he w ould  have said so, but he said the nam e C hri st. Rem emb er

bre thren , how  the w ords of th e B o o k o f  Mo r m o n  came;  not by the wisdom of any m an,  but  by the wisdom

and pow er o f Go d; t he refo re,  eve ry  w or d is i n i ts p lac e. In  June, 1829 , the Lor d gave us the nam e by

w hich  we m ust call  the church, being the same as He gave the Nephites. W e obeyed His comm andment,

and calle d it T H E C H U RC H  O F  C H R IS T until  1834 , w hen , th ro ug h t he i nfl uen ce of Sydney Rigdon ,

the n am e of the ch urc h w as chan ged to  “Th e C hu rch  of the L atter  Day  Saints,” dropping o ut the n ame

of Ch rist entirely,  tha t  name which  we were  st r i ct l y  commanded to  ca l l  the chu rch  by , an d w hi ch C hr ist

by  H is ow n l ip s m ak es so p lai n.  N ow  it i s strange , i t  i s marvelous, that th e Latter Day  Saints today

consider  this m atter  of chang ing the  name of the  church , and the  l eaders  in  1834  droppin g out th e name

of C hr ist,  as a small  thin g and a li ght m atter!  Yo u k now  not  how  strict  are the commands of God! It is

noth ing short of tr if l ing with a str ict  commandment of Almighty  God,  and sett ing at naught the decision

of C hri st him self wh en H e decided th is mat ter  so  pla inly  and so  pos it ively ,  when there were  d isputa t ions

regard ing i t .  I say ,  tha t  any  m an w ho sanct ions the nam e of the church b eing changed from  the nam e

w hich  C hr ist  gave it, setting aside the decision of C hrist in th is matter, is in u tter spiritu al blindn ess, and

should repent speedi ly .  Suppose that the Nephite brethren,  f ive years after Chr ist  had ascended into

heaven , had said amon g themselves: Brethren , althou gh C hrist com man ded us to call  the  church  THE



C H U RC H  OF  C H RIST , let u s change th e nam e wh ich  H e gave the church,  and drop out the name of

Chr ist , wh ich He comm anded the church to be called by, and call  this church  the C hurch  of Form er Day

Sai nt s. Can y ou not see they  w ould have been under condemnat ion for i t?  Answer this quest ion

y ou rsel ves.  Th is  is  what  the  l eaders  did  in  1834 , wh en they  changed the nam e to the C hurch  of Latter Day

Sai nt s, dropping out the name of Christ . St i l l  you c la im they w ere not in spir i tual  bl indness.  Ver i ly ,  you

know  not  God s way  of  deal ing  wi th  man. H is com man dm ents are str ict. R emem ber  Uzziah,  who brok e

a command of God by reaching out his hand to steady th e ark, think ing that he was doing God's w il l ; bu t

was str icken dead for i t .

I w ill giv e y ou w hat is on  the ti tle page o f the Book o f  Co m m and m ent s , and al so the Book o f  Do c t r i n e

and  Cov enan t s,  concern ing  the name,  to  show y ou tha t the name o f the church w as changed, and the nam e

of C hri st drop ped ou t enti rely . O n th e title p age of the B oo k o f C o m m a n dm e n t s is this: A  BOO K OF

C O M M A N D M EN T S FO R T HE GO VERN MEN T O F TH E CH U RC H O F CH RIST. O n the tit le

page of the B o o k o f  Doc t r in e  and  Cov enan t s,  published at Kirtland, Ohio,  1835 , is t hi s: D O C T R IN E

A N D CO VENAN TS OF TH E CHU RC H O F THE LAT TER DAY SAINT S.  Also ,  the heading of  the

preface reads thu s: T O  TH E M EM BER S OF T HE C HU RC H O F TH E LAT TER D AY  SAINT S. Also

on  page 5 :  THEOLOGY.  L EC T U R E  F IR S T . O N  T H E D O C TR IN E O F T H E C H U R C H  O F T H E

L A T T ER  DA Y  SA IN T S. Y ou  see th ey  cha nge d th e na m e of t he c hu rch , an d le ft o ut  th e na m e of C hr ist

entirely,  w hich  the ch urch  w as strictly  com man ded to w ear, or  else they  w ere no t the Church of Ch rist .

Some of y ou h ave referr ed to N ephi,  son of N ephi,  i:8, w here it  says th ose w ho  bel ieved in  C hr ist

w ere called N ephit es, Jacobit es, Josephi tes and Zo ram ites; bu t if y ou w ill rea d that  passage y ou w ill see

that  i t  w as the w ick ed L am ani tes w ho  call ed t he b eli ever s by  th ese n am es. T hi s w as 23 1  year s after

C hr ist,  when divis ions had taken place in the church. The church at Jerusalem after Chr ist ,  and the

chur ch upon this  land before Chr i s t  came,  was of ten  al luded to  by  men speak ing of it , by  var io us n am es,

as the Church of the Lamb of God;  the Church of God,  etc:  as some wri ters today would a l lude to i t  by

various names;  speaking of i t  as the Church of the Saints of God,  etc .,  but  that  i s not  the quest ion .  The

question is ,  what  name was the church to wear -- what  name did Chri s t  want  H is chur ch to t ake u pon

th em selv es? W hat  nam e di d C hr ist  com m an d t he m  to  tak e? It  i s  important  for every publ ic  insti tut ion

to have a name. It is im portan t for any  church o rganization  to have a nam e. Ch rist considered it of great

importance  for  His  church  to have a  name,  and he gave it a nam e, telling them  that  i t  was necessary for

H i s chur ch to w ear a certai n nam e, and that  if  they w ore any other name,  that they w ere not  His  church .

A r e y ou  so b lin ded  th at y ou  can no t see a nd  un der stan d th is?  W hat  right h as any  man  or m en to cha nge

the nam e w hi ch C hr ist  decided  the church sho uld w ear? God have m ercy u pon th e man w ho say s that

the  name should  be changed to  any other than that  which Christ  gave us.  As for my self,  I  wil l  take the

decision of the King of Heaven in this matter; al l  those wh o are wil l ing to trif le with  the wo rd of God,

and set aside the decision of Chr ist, may  do so. I speak as to wise men ; judge y e wh at I say.

Brethren , I  have this to say in conclusion. I wil l  not argue and dispute with  you.  In the spir i t  of love

and meekness I have told you in  p la in  and simple words what the Spir i t  of God has moved upon me to

speak. I am now  past eighty -two years of age, and my  wor k in this  world is  about done.  God has given

to this gen eratio n th e Bo o k o f  Mo r m o n ,  and how plain and simple is the doctrine of Christ  set forth

therein . N ow  bret hren , rem emb er --  remember the wor ds of Him  who reigns in heaven and on earth;

w hich  w ill  y e he ar,  th e w or ds of o ur  Lo rd  Jesu s C hr ist i n t hat  which i s  wr i t ten ,  or  the words  of man?

C ho ose  for y our selves whom  you  wi l l  hear .  I am not asking you to hear me;  I refer  you to the words of

eternal  truth,  as they are contained in the two sacred books.  I  wi l l alw ays pr ay for  y ou, th at y ou m ay

some day  see that you are  in  er ror  in  be l iev ing and teach ing  the doctr ines which  men have  added to  the

doctr ine of  Chr ist .  My day s  to  s tay  here  are not  many  more;  I  soon go to rest  w i th  those  who have gone

before me ;  bu t I  have  r id  my  ga rments  of  your blood and the blood of a l l  men .  You may  not  understand

by  wh at spirit I speak,  unt il at th e judgm ent ba r of Go d; th en y ou w ill u nderstan d. M ay  God h ave m ercy

upon  y ou t o hu mb le y our  heart s before him , that  y ou m ay  be gui ded int o th e light  of tru th, i s my  pray er



through the  name of Chr i s t . Amen.

D a v i d  W h i t m e r

Rich mon d, Mo ., Ap ril 1st, 1887.


